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110,000 foreign workers in israel 

T^L AVIV (R) — The centra] bureau of siaiisiics on 
Monday published for the first time figures on forei-n 
workers in Israel, indicating they number fewer than 
previously believed. Foreign workers as of November 
1995 lotaUed close to 1 10,000, including 61,000 with 
legal work permits and 47,000 illegal workers. More 
reoent figures for illegal workers were not available 
tut the number of legal workers, as of Aug. 1 , 1 996 
bad increased by 26,000 to 87,000. Unofficial esti^ 
mates had put the number of foreign workers at 
250.000. The government has begun considerina 
ways to cut a growing dependence on foreign work- 
ers. who do low paying manual labour, particularly In 
construction and agriculture. They have gradually 
been replacing Palestiniaas barred from the Jewish 
State for security reasons. 
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Palestinians: Israel stealing water 

MARSEILLE. France fR) — Palesiinian.s unending 
a conference on water resources said on Monday that 
Israel was stealing water from Arab lands and they 
planned to raise the i.ssue at the gathering of Mediter- 
ranean nations. *‘We will certainly bring up what is 
the veritable theft of our water by the Israelis," Pales- 
tinian delegation head Profes.sor Riyad A1 Khoudary 
.said. “They are pumping our water from areas tdong- 
side the border with the lesult that about 30 per cent 
of the water used in Israel comes from Arab sources 
— mostly from Palestinian areas but also from Syria 
and Lebanon," he said. Ministers and expens from 
Mediterranean countries on Monday began two days 
of discussion on water resources, an acute problem for 
the region of 426 million people. 
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JD 1,9 16m draft budget unveiled 

Finance minister outlines austerity budget and says no plan to 
cut subsidies and extra attention is given to 'social safety net' 

Deficit of JD225m without foreign aid well within 
restructuring programme; no new tax is planned; 
focus given to infrastructure to attract investments 


By P.V.Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Finance Min- 
ister Marwan Awod on 
.Monday unveiled a JD 
1.916 million draft budget 
for 1997 envisaging a 3.9 
per cent deficit when 
expect^ foreign 'assistance 
is excluded. 

The draft budget, which 
was approved by the Cabi- 
net on Saturday before 
being sent to Parliament for 
approval before the end of 
the year, reflects an 11.1 
per cent increase over the 
budget for fiscal 1996, Mr. 
Aw^ told reponers. 

The figures released by 
the finance minister dif- 
fered drastically from those 
given in a draft obtained by 
die press early Saturday 
and published in Sunday's 
newspapers. 

Given the differences, it 
was clear that the earlier 
draft underwent dramatic 
changes within the Council 
of Ministers before it was 
(Improved to be sent to Par- 
liament. 

“It is an austerity budget 
in line with our economic 
resmicrun'ng programme 
and we aim to achieve the 
goal of 2.5 per cent budget 
deficit by the year 1998," 
said Mr. AwadL 
"We have managed to 
bring down the deficit from 
24 per cent of the gross 
domestic product (in 1989) 
to 3.9 per cent in 1997 as .a 
result of our prudent eco- 
nomic restructuring pro- 
gramme." he stud. 


In specific budget terms, 
the deficit is JO 56 million, 
but the actual deficit — 
when expected foreign 
assistance of JD 169 mil- 
lion is excluded from the 
budget — is JD 225 mil- 
lion. or 3.9 per cent of the 
GDP. The corre.sponding 
figure for fiscal 1996 was 
JD 237 million, or 4.6 per 
cent of the GDP, Mr. Awad 
said. 

The International Mone- 
tary Fund (IMF) is super- 
vising the implementation 
of the restructuring pro- 
gramme and foreign gov- 
ernment credits and 
rescheduling of debts owed 
by Jordan are conditional 
on IMF certification that 
the programme is on 
course. 

The finance minister said 
debt servicing — local as 
well as foreign was estimat- 
ed at JD 510 million — JD 
258 million in principal and 
JD 252 million in interest 
Bui the figures were not 
included in the budget, and 
Mr. Awad said he would be 
revealing detailed figures 
and arrangements in his 
speech to Parliament while 
presenting the draft budget 
to Ebe legislature. 

Mr. Awad also said Jor- 
dan's economy grew by 5.2 
per cent in 1996 as opposed 
to expectations of six per 
.cent and that the Kingdom 
expected a 6.5 per cent 
growth in 1997. 

The 1997 draft budget 
envisages total revenues of 
JD 1,860 million, with 
local revenues of JD 1,691 



Marwan Awad 

and foreign assistance of 
JD 169 million . 

Total expenditures are 
estimated at JD 1,916 mil- 
lion. wi;h current expendi- 
tures ofJD 1,481 million — 
reflect on increase of 8.2 
per cent over 1 996 — and 
capital expenditure of JD 
435 million a boost of 22.1 
per cent. 

Allocation for govern- 
ment subsidies for bread 
and other staples as* well as 
for local wheal production 
is esiimaied at JD 72 mil- 
lion. 

Officials had cited figures 
of more than -JD 160 mil- 
lion in actual suteidies in 
1 996 when the government 
rechannelled subsidies to 
wheat to direct cash com- 
pensation of JD 1.28 per 
month per head to every 
Jordanian in August. 

The shift was described as 
aimed at avoiding misuse 
of subsidised wheat and cut 


expenditure on subsidies. 

Mr. Awad affirmed Mon- 
day that the government 
planned no cuts in the direct 
cash compensation. Also, 
no new tax or fees or 
increase in existing levies is 
planned for 1997. 

The finance minister 
attributed the increase in 
expected local revenues in 
1997 to .sound administra- 
tive and financial manage- 
ment and an effective rev- 
enue collection system. 

He also announced that 
the government was not 
planning any wage increase 
for the civil service and 
noted that the budget allo- 
cates funds for a “social 
security safety net" that 
involves improved medico] 
and social services and 
national health irusuronce 
for all. 

The “.safety net," he said, 
should improve the living 
Standards of civil servants 
much more effectively than 
an across-the-board wage 
increase. 

The minister said alloca- 
tions in the budget are 
expected to create 3.000 
jobs. 

The highlights of the bud- 
get ore: 

— Total revenues: JD 
1,860 million (six per cent 
over 1996J 

— Loed revenues: JD 
1.691 million (8.2 per cent 
over 1996) 

— Foreign assistance JD 
169 million (JD 191 million 
in 1996) 

— Total expenditures: JD 
1.916 million (11.1 percent 


over 1996) 

— Current *expendiiure; 
JD I.48I million (8.2 per 
cent over 1^6) 

— Capital expenditure: 
JD 435 million (22.1 per 
cent over 1996) 

— Deficit (in budget 
terms): JD 56 million 

— Actual deficit (exclud- 
ing foreign aid): JO 225 
million (JD 237 million in 
1996) 

— Allocation for food 
subsidies: JD 72 million 

— Allocution for social 
development: JD 28.5 mil- 
lion (49.2 (ler cent over 
1996) 

— Allocation for “social 
safety net": JD 7 million. 

— Spending on infra- 
structure (maintenance as 
well us on new ones) : JD 
1 10.9 million (27.6 per cent 
over 1996) 

— ■ Spending on tourism 
and antiquities: JD 11.8 
million (168 per cent over 
1996) 

— Education and train- 
ing: JD 46.5 million (23.3 
per cent over 1 996). 

— Health services: 45.7 
million (65 per cent over 
1996) 

The salient points of the 
draft budget, Mr. Awad 
emphasised, were: 

— No new tax or fee is 
planned. Existing levels of 
taxes and fees will not be 
raised either. 

— The direct cash com- 
pensation in lieu of subsi- 
dies will be maintained 
regardless of fluctuations in 

(Continued on pago 7) 
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Hratvi wants civil 
marriage legalised 
in Lebanon 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi wants 
dvil maiiii^ legalised in 
Lebanon so that couples of 
different religions do not 
have to go abroad to tie the 
knot ‘"We must revise the 
dvil law so as to introduce 
dvi] marriage because it is 
abhorrent for those who 
wanrto entera state of mat- 
limouy to have to travel to 
Cyprus or elsewhere," Mr. 
Hrawi said late Sunday in a 
televised debate. “It's 
inconceivable for it not to 
be possible to have a civil 
manri^ in this country 
when a civil marriage con- 
. ducted ^road is legally 
recognised in Lebanon," he 
said. Most Christion-Mus- 
liro couples cross the sea 10 
CyjHus to get married, and 
(heir marriage is recog- 
nised on their return. Reli- 
90 US ceremonies in 
Lebanon are recorded 
straight away in the civil 
register. 

Egypt denies 

mistreating 

Sudanese 

CAIRO (AFP) — ngj-pl 
bas denied Sudanese alle- 
gations of mistreating 
Sudanese students saying 
Such repons were “lies" 
umed at undermining 
Cairo's reputation, the gov- 
ernment daily A1 Ahram 
said on Monday. “The 
reginie in Sudan has pub- 
lished lies aimed at under- 
’^^ng Egypts reputation," 
* security official was 
Quoted as saying by the 
newspaper. 


Iraq agrees to implement oil deal, 
expects flow to begin in December 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— ]-■») h.-:' li-T,'.- rem.iining 
objections to U.N. terms for 
an oil-for-food plan aimed at 
pro\*:diRg humaniuirian 
relief the sonctions-hit 
Iraqi people, Iraqi Ambas- 
sadtM* Nizar Hamdoon said 
Monday. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghab must give the 
formal gu-aiiead, which 
would allow Iraq to reenter 
world oil mai'kets for the first 
dme in six vears. 

The U.N.' Sanctions Com- 
mittee musi also sign off on a 
formula for setting the price 
of i-’-S- 

offictids said the committee 
'Would approve the fonnula, 
perhaps this week. 

^'We have reached a full 
agreement with them,'’ 
Ambassador Hamdoon told 
reporters after meeting widi 
U.N. Undersecreiaiy-Gcner- 
al Chirunaya Ghareldian. 

Last Mav. Iraq accepted a 
U N offer’io allow Baghdad 
TO sell S2 billion worth of oU 
for an initial period of 180 
days to buv food and medi- 
cine for iB people suffering 
the effects of international 
sanctions. 

Iraq ha.s been barred from 
exporting oil since its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. The 
Securiev Council has refus^ 
to lift the sanctions until it is 
satisfied that Iraq has com- 
plied with U.N. orders 10 dis- 
mantle its weapons of mass 
destrucuon. 

Although the agreement 
was reached last May, imple- 
mentation has been delayed 
by a number of issues. 


including details on the num- 
ber .«of U.N. observers and 
their working conditions. 

Last September. Mr. Ghali 
put the d^ on hold after; Iraq 
sent troops into Kurdish pro- 
tected areas of northern Iraq 
to intervene in fighting 
between rival Kurdi.sh fac- 
tions. 

Mr. Hamdoon did not dis- 
cuss details of the agreement 
but they presumably includ- 
ed such i&sues as the number 
of U2*l. observers allowed in 
the country and their “free- 
dom of movement'’ 

Mr. Hamdoon said he 
thought oil could begin flow 
ing December, pending com 
pledon of repairs on an oil 
pipeline through Turkey and 
approval by the Sanctions 
Comminee of the pricing for- 
mula. 

“All the aspects of the 
process, including the num- 
ber of observers, including 
the way of movement and all 
the aspects of the (deal ) have 
been discussed and they have 
been agreed upon," he said. 

Following the incursion 
into the north, U.S. Pre.sidem 
Bill Clinton also said the oil- 
for-food plan was on hold. 
Asked whether the situation 
in the north could still delay 
the oil sales, Mr. Hamdoon 
replied: *'We don't see any 
reason for (he process to .stop 
or to be blocked by this." 

‘‘We don't see any reason 
that any situation right now 
should impede the imple- 
mentation or stop the starting 
up." be added. 

Mr. Hamdoon said he had 
delivered a iener to Mr. 


Gharekhan. who is oversee- 
ir.r r:. :;-i'nfion.s for imple- 
meniution of the oil-for-food 
deal, .specifying the Iraqi 
gu'.s..imciu*s “full agree- 
with deculs for the 
plan's implementation. 

“We have concluded our 
talks over the last couple of 
months with a fiiH agree- 
ment with the (UJ4.) secre- 
tui iut oil liie ways and terms 
of implememauon," he said. 

Mr. Hamdoon noted that 
before the oil-fn'-food deal 
could be implemenied. the 
U.N. Sanctions Comminee 
mus» »*wove an oil pricing 
‘ which he said 
“hop’.'i'jily” could take place 
this week. 

Saying that “December is 
the most likely time" when 
Iraq could resume limited oil 
exports under the deal, Mr. 
Hamdoon noted that the 
Iraqi oil pipeline should be 
ready for pumping by Dec. 
5. 

“We have agreed on tdl the 
aspects including the num- 
bers and everything suggest- 
ed by the .sMneiariat," Mr. 
Hamdoon said, but added 
that in his letter he did “not 
go into details" concerning 
figures. 

The United Nations has 
said it intends 14 inspectors 
to check the oil exporis, 30 
monitors to be stationed at 
food arrival points, and 150 
observers u> chock the equi- 
table di.stribution of food and 
medicine, in addition to local 
employees who will serve as 
drivers and trun.slutors. 

Although the oil-for-food 
deal only comes into force 


die day after Mr. Ghali 
informsihe Security 
that all preparations for 
implementation are com- 
plete. Mr. Hamdoon 
that the m^n step to \aK>-n 
remained the fixing of the oil 
price. 

“If the pricing formula is 
approved., then nothit:g else 
remiuns," he said. ‘*We don't 
see any reasons that shoulu 
prevent the implementa- 
tion." 

U.S. Ambassador Madel- 
oeine Albright hailed as 
“good news" the Iraqi deci- 
sion. 

Speaking to lepons:.,. M... 
Albright said that the Iraq- 
decision was “especially 
go^ news for the people of 
Iraq, and it's good news for 
the United Slates." 

She said that Washington 
was “prepared to be able to 
act positively" by approving 
the oil-pricing formula when 
the mechanism was put to the 
Sanctions Committee by 
U.N. overseers, 

A sanctions committee 
meeting was scheduled for 
later in the day. according to 
U.N. spokeswoman Sylvana 
Foa. 

In Baghdad, the value of 
the Iraqi dinar soured by 20 
per cent in two hours on the 
.streets of Baghdad following 
Mr. Hamdoon ‘s announce- 
ment. 

.Moneychangers said the 
U.S. dollar was trading at 
1,380 dinars on Monday 
evening, compared with 
1.680 two hourx earlier, Mr. 
Hamdoon made the 
announcement . 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti and his Spanish counterpart Jose Maria 
Aznar hold a joint press conference in Madrid on Monday (Reuters photo) 

Jordan, Spain urge collective 
effort to revive peace process 

Kabariti holds talks with Spanish leaders and 
delivers King's message to King Juan Carlos 
Madrid discussions focus on EU role in Mideast, 
Jordanian-Spanish ties and association agreement 


AMMAN (J.T) — Jordan 
and Spain on Monday 
called for collective efforts 
to reint'igorate the Middle 
East peace process after 
talks between the prime 
ministers of the two coun- 
tries. . 

The Jordanian prime min- 
ister, Abdul Karim Kabariti, 
who began a visit to Spain 
on Sunday, and his Spanish 
counterpart Jose Maria 
.Aznar held talks in Madrid 
on bilateral relations, the 
latest developments in the 
peace process on all tracks 
and other issues of common 
concern as well as Jordan- 
ian debts to Spain, the Jor- 
dan News Agency. Petra, 
reported from the Sponich 
capital. 

Following the meeting, 
the two prime ministers 
held a press conference 
during which they called 
for collective efforts by the 
two countries using their 
credibility and their good 
relations on the 
international level to rein- 
vigorate the peace process 
further. 

- .Mr. Kabariti's visit 
comes few days ahead of a 
visit here of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu and was seen by 
observers as an effort to 


reaffirm the Arab stand in 
tbe peace process and Jor- 
dan’s support for European 
endeavours to balance the 
Arab-Israeli peace negotia- 
tions. 

Mr. Kabariti's three-day 
visit was also aimed at 
stren^enin^ Jordanian- 
Spanish relations and boost 
the Kingdom's negotiations 
with the European Union 
on an association agree- 
ment. 

Mr. Kabariti was also 
received by King Juan Car- 
los later Monday. The 
prime minister delivered a 
message from His Majesty 
King Hussein to the Span- 
ish monarch. 

The prime minister also 
met with Arab diplomats 
acredited to Spsun imd 
reviewed the Middle East 
peace process. Mr. Kabariti 
briefed the ambassadors on 
the latest development.^ in 
the peace negotiations and 
Jordan's effons to save the 
peace process. 

In his coii iiiieii,., at the 
press conference, Mr. 
Kabariti, who is 'also for- 
eign minisf'*" 

Jordan's support to the 
mission of the European 
Union's spe.'Ia! to 

the MiddU- peace 

process. Ambassador 


Miguel Angel Moraiinos. 

Mr. Aznar said Spain sup- 
ported Jordan in the King- 
dom's negotiations with the 
EU on an association agree- 
ment that would provide it 
with preferential status in 
economic cooperation with 
the Euopean bloc. 

The two prime ministers 
said they discussed several 
regional issues, including 
Iran and Iraq. 

“We met together and i 
am sure that we hod very 
good talks," said Mr. 
Kabariti. **Our two coun- 
tries enjoy a very excellent 
relationship. 1 reiterated to 
the prime minsiter how 
much- significance ...that 
we attach to the Spanish 
role when it comes to 
peacemaking and when it 
comes to fostering stability 
and prosperity in the urea." 

The prime mini.ster.«; said 
he told Mr. Aznar that 
"whenever the issue of 
peace or the issue of eco- 
nomic prosperity comes up 
then Ma^d and 

Barcelona are always men- 
tioned as the starting point 
and as the initiating 
proces.s." 

That was a reference to 
the international conference 

(Continued on page 7) 


Flashfloods hit south, sweep 
away vehicles and block roads 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

.\.MMAN — Flush floods 
caused by heavy rains hit 
the southern regions of 
Wadi Musa, Petra and Tay- 
beh on Monday, blocking 
roads and disrupting power 
suppl;y in some areas. 

The floods swept away 
at least six vehicles and 
construction equipment like 
concrete mixers, wooden 
plunks and scaffoldings 
and other materials, an 
official siuiement carried 
by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra said. 

At least one person was 
missing in Wadi Mus'd, 
which was the worst hit by 
the storm. Petra said. Civil 
Defence teams were 
engaged in searching for 
him but by evening there 
was no .sign of the missing 
man, it said. 

The agency said that His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah, along with Min- 
ister of Interior Awad 
Khleifat. Minister of 
Tourism and Antiquities 


Saleh Irsheidat and other 
officials rushed 10 the urea 
to superv'ise r^rations for 
the reopening of 

* Eyewirnesses con-acieil 
by the Jordan Times on 
Monday evening reported 
that a two-hour abrupt 
heavy rainfall which start- 
ed at 3;00 p.m. caused the 
floods, which disrupted 
electric power in a number 
of areas but there were no 
reports of casualties. 

Prince Abdullah and the 
ministers supervised the 
rescue of tourists visiting 
the ancient city of Petru at 
the lime, who according to 
the eyewiine.sses. num- 
bered between 400 and 
500. 

Reports said that the 
tourists were quickly 
moved along a safe road 10 
hotels in Taybei Zunian and 
Aqaba. No tourist wa.s 
injured or affected in any- 
way by the storm, accord- 
ing IQ the witnesses in 
Wadi Musa. 

Jordan Television said 
four local residents were 
slightly injured. E)etuils 


were not immediately 
available. 

Petra said that w'ork was 
under way on the reopening 
of closed roads and the 
restoration of electricity 10 
the region. 

Prince Abdullah and the 
ministers toured residential 
areas in Wadi Musa to 
inspect the damages and 
enquire about the condition 
of the local residents. 

The Depunmem of Mete- 
orology told the Jordan 
Times that unstable weath- 
er conditions will prevail in 
Jordan on Wednesday, 
causing thunder, .showers 
which will uft'eci the central 
and the northern regions of 
the country after hitting the 
south. 

A department official 
warned of floods in low- 
lying areas,. especitJly in 
the eu.siem and southern 
desert regions, and fore- 
cast temperatures rising to 
18 degrees Celsius 
Wednesday and dropping to 
10 degrees at night in the 
Amman region. 
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Military and bedouins 
vote early in Algerian 
constitution plebiscite 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Algeria’s military and securi* 
ty forces as well as bedouins 
in remote areas on Monday 
joined the ranks of early vot- 
ers in a controversial refer- 
endum that would boost 
presidential powers, three 
days ahead of the general 
vote. 

The early vote will free the 
military to protect voters 
' against possible guerrillas 
when the national \'ote is 
held on Thursday. Guerrillas, 
who want to disrupt election 
day. have warned people to 
stay in their homes. 

Caravans of cars carrying 
election officials left late on 
Sunday to u^vel dirough 
thousands of kilometres to 
reach bedouin in remote 
areas. 

‘They start Sunday 
because they have a long Unp 
of 1.800 kilometres to go to 
meet voters." said Embarak 
Essadi. an election official 
in the southwestern town of 
Undouf as his men headed 
off in a seven-cur caravan 
that made up the polling sta- 
tion. 

The country's 140.000- 
strong army were voting at 
polling .stations set up at 
their barracks, as they had 
been for presidential elec- 
tions a year ago. 

State television broadcast 
lengthy footage of soldiers 
lining up to vote, as well as 
officers including the army 
chief-of-stalf. Gener^ 
Mohammad Lamori. 

Algerian expatriates • in 
Europe and other Arab coun- 
tries began voting on Sun- 
day. Algerian stale television 
showed voters lining up iu 
Paris. Marseille. Lyon. Brus- 
sels and Bonn. Voters said 
they were pained by the 
killing at home and hoped 
their vote would help restore 
peace. 

Officials said television 
images in lost year's presi- 
deotia) vote of expatriates 
flooding polling stations 
despite snow und_ heavy rain 
encouraged voters at home to 
turn up in defiance of guer- 
rilla duth threats. 

Government offlcials and 
their backers stepped up a 
campaign for voters to 
endorse the constitutional 
changes. The draft if 
approved by more than 50 
per cent of the. 16.4 million 
electorate who vote, will 
broaden the president's para- 
mount powers but limits him 
lo rtvo-fi\e year terms. 

It bans politicians from 
campaigning as representa- 
tives of Islam or the Arab or 
Berber communitie.s. Prime 
Minister .Ahmad Ouyahia 
said on Sunday during a 
campaign rally in Bouzerah 
in .Algiers the draft constitu- 
tion aims to strengthen a 
multi-party democracy in a 
united nation. 

As.sajled by complaints of 
corruption and bureaucracy. 
Mr. Ouyahia ordered an offi- 
cial probe of local authorities 


in Bouzerah. 

Secular opposition fuo- 
brand Said Saadi, casting 
doubt on the election, told 
the Algerian Liberte newspa- 
per on Monday that national 
authorities had urged 
Algiers' local officials to 
"ban the slightest (indepen- 
dent) presence in the offices 
where the ballots will be 
counted." 

Although the government 
insists the poll will be held in 
"full freedom and tranquili- 
ty." violence continued 
unabated in the days before 
the poll. 

The military-backed secu- 
lar regime had mounted a 
nationwide campaign for a 
“yes" vote to the plan, which 
would set up a second cham- 
ber of parliament with two- 
thirds of its members elected 
indirectly and one-third des- 
ignated by the head of state. 

Opposition parties have 
denounced the second cham- 
ber 05 a means of controlling 
the elected as.sembly. 

The new basic law would 
also ban religious pardes 
while preserving Islam as 
the state religion and Arabic 
as the official language. 

As the referendum nears. 
Islamic extremists, who rose 
up in January 1992 after the 
cancellation of elections the 
now-banned Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) was poised 
to win, have stepp^ up 
aicaclis on villages and slit 
the throats of residents who 
they say have failed to carry 
out their religious duties. 

Secular groups have called 
for a "no" vote or a boycott, 
while in Brussels on Mon- 
day, the FIS and several 
other opposition groups 
issued a Joint .statement call- 
ing for a "no" vote. 

"7’hi.s new constitution that 
instiluiionaUses the dictator- 
ship cannot restore peace, 
security and stability in the 
coumiy," the Brussels state: , 
ment said. 


Bomb kills one 


A bomb explosion killed 
one man and wounded 13 
others in a small town near 
Algiers, the official APS 
news agency said on Mon- 
day. 

APS said six people were 
“badly wounded" by the 
bomb, which was placed 
near a bus stop close to the 
ho.spital in Berroughio. It did 
not say who was iespon.sible. 

The .Armed Islamic Group, 
which wants to disrupt ite 
referendum, warned people 
tills week not to vote. 

Algerian newspapers 
dubbed this the "month of all 
horrors." 

More than 1 20 people have 
been killed in the past ^ix 
weeks, according to indepen- 
dent sources in .Algiers. 

A carbomb killed five peo- 
ple and wounded 19 on Sun- 
day in the central garrison 
town of Blida. new.spapers 
.said on Mondav. 


Relative 
calm at 
Netzarim 


PALESTINIAN boys 
sit and watefa as Israeli 
soldiers man an arm- 
oured personnel carri- 
er stationed at Net- 
zarim intersection on 
Monday. On Sunday, 
hundreds of Palestin- 
ian motorists blocked 
a road which is closed 
to them near the Jew- 
ish settlement of Net- 
zarim and Israeli 
troops warned they 
would open fire if the 
Palestinians pressed 
towards the settlement 
on the road 



Islamists save Ciller 
from corruption trial 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Turkey’s Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller on Monday 
naiTOwly escaped trial on 
corruption chaigies by the 
supreme court when her 
Islamist coalition partners 
voted against laying 
charges. 

A parliamentary commit- 
tee. which had been set up 
to investigate alleged 
iiregulariiies within the 
state-run electricity com- 
pany Tedas while Mrs. 
Ciller was prime minister, 
turned down a proposal for 
her trial, the comnuttee's 
chairman said. 

Metin Bostancioglu said 
eight deputies from Mrs. 
Ciller’s conservative True 
Path Party and the pro- 
Islamic Welfare Party of 
Prime Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan had voted in her 
favour while seven opposi- 
tion deputies had support- 
ed her trial. 

Had the committee 
approved the proposal. 
porUamem , as a whole 
would 'fiave voted "''6n“ 
whedier or n 9 t to gq ahead 
with a trial by the supmme 
court: 

Under Turkey's consitu- 
doo. any senior official 
convicted by the constitu- 
tional court is barred from 
active politics. 

The Tedas allegation is 
the least serious of three- 
corruption charges against 
Mrs. Ciller, a pro-Western 
secularist nowin coalidon 
with Mr. Erbakan. 

Political analysts say 
Mrs. Ciller w'ould be freer 
to opposeMr. Erbakan 
from within the govern- 
ment or even br eak the 
coalition.if all the charges 
were dropped. 

She relies on Mr. 
Erbakan’s backing to avoid 
trial at thesupreme court 
on suspicion of graft, the 
analysts say. 

Two other commissions 
will rule in the coming 
weeks oninvestigations 
into Mrs. Ciller’s substan- 
tial wealth and allesation- 



Tansu Ciller 


that she interfered in the 
sale of state-owned car 
manufacturerTofas to help 
business allies. 

The proposal for Mrs. 
Ciller’s trial came from the 
Islamists in May when her 
True Path Party was ruling 
in another coalition gov- 
ernment with the conserva- 
tive Motherland Party of 
then Prime Minister Mesut 
'Yilmaz. ■ ^ • 

Several Motherland 


deputies voted along with. 

Ifa 


Mr. Erbakan’s Welfare to 
open a parliamentary 
probe against Mrs. Ciller 
in a move that prompted 
her to break her partner- 
ship with Mr. Yilmaz and 
eventually form another 
coalition with the 
Islamists. 

Mrs. Ciller’s move to 
ally with Mr. Erbakan 
caused an uproar in 
Turkey’s secular circles at 
the time. Mr. MImaz 
charged that Mrs. Ciller's 
aim in bringing him into 
power was to gel rid of the 
corruption charges hang- 
ing over her. 

During an election cam- 
paign before last year's 
nationwide legislative 
vole. Mrs. Ciller. ‘Turkey's 
first woman prime mini.ster 
w-hp ruled between June 
1993 and March this year, 
had pledged not to cooper- 
ate with the Islamists. 


Personality clash not 
behind U.S. veto of 
Ghali, ambassador says 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The stand-off 
in the United Nations Secu- 
rit}' Council over a new term 
for incumbent U.N. Secre: 
lary-General Boutros-Ghali 
is not the result of a clash of 
personalities between the 
Egyptian diplomat and the 
U.S. representative to the 
world t^y. the American 
ambas.sador to Jordan said 
Monday. 

Amb^sador Wesley Egan 
also reiterated that the U.S. 
veto against a new term for 
Mr. Ghali stemmed from 
Washington’s reservations 
over “reforms" within the 
U.N. and objections put up 
by the U.S. Congress and 
that it would continue to 
oppose his reelection.' 

Mr. Ghali’s bid for reelec- 
tion was vetoed by the U.S. 
in the Security Council last 
week. The other 14 mem- 
bers’of' (lH;'SccQrity''COuncil 
— including the four-other 
permanent members Britain, 
Ghina;-France and Russia •— 
backed the Egyptian. 

The U.S. representative to 
the world b^y. Madeline 
Albright, .said after casting 
the veto that the Held was 
open for Africa to nominate 
a new candidate. 

It is known that Mr. Ghali 
and Ms Albright, who 
enjoyed cabinet status in the 
first Clinton administration, 
clashed quite often during 
Security Council debates, 
most often on political 
i.ssues related to the Middle 
East. They also differed on 
the U.N.'s approach to the 
conflict in former 
Yugoslavia. 

Most .African* countric.s. 
angered by the U.S. po-si- 
lion. continued (o rally 
behind Mr. Ghuli and insist- 
ed on his candidacy. How- 
ever. repon.s said Monday. 
Salim Salim, .secretary-gen- 
eral of the Organi.salion of 
African Unity (OAU). could 


be a compromise candidate. 

Ambassador Egan, 
answering a question after 
delivering a lecture at the 
Ammon Petra Rotoiy Club 
on Mideast economy, said 
he was “moiginaJly" 
involved in discussions in 
1991 on Mr. Ghali’s bid to 
become secretary-general of 
the U.N. 

“We aJI know that Mr. 
Ghali was not the first 
choice at that time," said the 
ambos,sador, adding that the 
U.S. did op^sc electing the 
former Egyptian minister 
but .subsequently made a 
“compromise" under which 
Washington supported a 
*‘one-ierm" arrangement. 

The ambassador, who 
emphasised that he meant 
"no disrespect" for the 
Egyptian diplomat, said 
Washington continued to 
have reservations over Mr. 
Ghuli's monagemeat of 
reforms within the United 
Nations^ iThe U.S: provid&v. 
25 per cent of the U.N.- bud- 
get . bui...Washirigion now. 
owes the world body around 
S1.5 billion in arrears. 

"I cun assure you that (the 
U.S. opposition to Mr. 
Ghali's rcelection) is not a 
personality clash between 
'Madeline Albright and Mr. 
Ghali," said Mr. Egan. 

On Sunday. White house 
National Security Advisor 
Anthony Lake said the Unit- 
ed Slates needed Mr. Ghali 
replaced as u means to con- 
vince Congre.ss to pay the 
urrcars to the United 
Nations. 

The Egyptian ambo.ss.'idor' 
to the U.S. was meanwhile 
quoted as saying that Wash- 
ington may drop iLs opposi- 
tion to the rclcction of Mr. 
Ghali. 

“A change in the Ameri- 
can position is difficuii but it 
i.s not impossible." Ambas- 
.sudor Ahmad Maher, who is 
on a visit to Cairo, was quot- 
ed as saying by the Agcncc 
France Prcssc. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Renovation of the Kaaba completed 


on 

the 


JEDDAH (AP) — Renovation work has been completed^ 
Islam’s holiest shrine, the Kaaba in the city of Me<^ that i 
one billion Muslims worldwide must turn towards dimng ihetr 
five daily prayers. The roof and three supporting woo^n 
columns of the Kaaba have been completely rebuilt with 
dalwood after decaying, the Saudi Gazette report^ Monday. 
The in.side stairs leading to the roof and the bottom three mores 
of the wall were rebuilt with marble. The Kaaba is now visible 
again after having been cordoned off from 'view for the six 
mcmihs of renovations, the first in 40 years. Pilgrims arriving at 
the shrine circle it seven times, a ritual that continued during ren- 
ovation. The Kaaba is a black cube-like stone structure with a 
massive door that contains 270 kilogrammes of gold. It is in die 
middle of the vast central square of the compound that also 
houses the Grand Masque. Tradition .says the Kaaba was built 
by the Prophet Abraham. It is revered in Islam as the house of 
God. The renovation was carried out by the Saudi Ben Ljden 
croup, which in the past five years has rc.siored raher pilgrimage 
sites in Mecca, the birthpiace of the Prophet Mohammed. 


No handshake with Israel until peace — Hrawi 


BEIRUT (An*) — Lebanese President Elias Hraw'i has said that 
he will reliise lo shake hands with an Israeli official until a peace 
treaty- is signed with the Jewish state. “I will shake hands with 
an Israeli official the day that a peace treaty is .Aligned, not beftre, 
and Lebanon will be the last country- to sign a peace treaty with 
l.srael." Mr. Hrawi told reponers at the presidential p^ace here 
late Sunday. The Lebanese president also reiterated his backing 
for armed resistance against the Israeli occupation of a self- 
declared "security zone" in South Lebanon. He pledged howev- 
er that the Lebaiese army "will prevent any firing towards Israel 
followinc a pullback of its army inside internationally recog- 
ni.sed borders." Mr Hrawi also expressed support for Lebanon 
and Sy-ria holding simultaneous peace negotiations with Israel 
The Lebanese pr^ident stud that right-wing Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu, who took power in June, was ham- 
pering the peace process. “If he continues lo adopt this 
approach, peace will not be near," he warned. 


Brothers visit accused spy iu prison 


CAIRO (AFP) — An Israeli Druze held in jail here on charges 
of spving received visits on Monday from two of his brothers, 
his Egyptian lawyer and the Israeli consul in Egypt, security 
sources said. The l5-minule visit at the Torah prison was held 
under “hcav-y security." one source said. The suspecL Azam 
Azam, is being held in an isolated cell and treated well by the 
Egyptitui authorities, the sources .said. .Azum. who is employed 
in Cairo by the Israeli lextile firm Tifon. was arrested and jailed 
earlier this month on chaigcv of spying for the Israeli intelli- 
gence scrv'ice Mossad. .An Egyptian has also been detained in 
the ca.se, but Israel has denied the charges against Azam. One 
week ago. the Egyptian authorities extended Azam's detention 
by 4S days. 


Unknown assailant punches Yilmaz 


ANKARA (AP) — An assailant punched former Tuikj.sh Prime 
Minister Mesut Yilmaz in the face at a hotel lobby in the Hun- 
garian capital and then fled. Mr. Yilmaz said here early Monday. 
The motive for the Sunday afternoon attack in Budap^ was not 
itnhwdiutel/cIcaK'Mr.'YiIiri^'su^ tte unidentified man blood^l^' 
ied hi.s nniu;. Osman' Ba.>;ak. a' Turkish husiriessman trsfvdling^ 
with Mr. Yilmaz, told private TGRT- television that the anacker 
shouted at Mr. Yilmaz "you betrayed CaiJi. (!H(r next warning 
will be with a gun." AJle^ police-crime ties came to li^t ear- 
lier this month when a fugitive. Abdullah Caili. linked to the 
Turkish mafia and a police chief were killed in the same car that 
crashed. A deputy from Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller's pai^ 
was injured in the crash. The Turkish ambassador in Budapest 
was ordered to push for an inquiry- and arrests. Omcr Akbel. the 
foreign ministry spokesman, told a news conference here. But 
Budapest police .said Mr. Y"ilmu told them an investigation was 
not necessary-" and said he would "deal with" the matter in 
Turkey. 


Chartered flight held up.by bomb scare 


CAIRO ( AP) — An Egyplairjet ferrying passengers from Brus- 
sels. Belgium, was held up for more than two hours on Monday 
at the .southern city of Luxor because of a bomb scare, police 
said. Airport official.s held up the Airbus 30) jet after ;ui anony- 
mous telephone caller said there was a bomb on board, an 
Egj-puiir ofllciul said in Cairo. A search of the jet by explosives 
experts and .sniffer Jogs found no bomb, he said. He spoke on 
condition his nainc not be used. Luxor, knou-n for its pharaonic 
temples. Is 520 kilometre.s south of Cairo. Police said the jet was 
carrying 91 passengers w+ien ir landed in Luxor. Some got off. 
and 31 continued onwards to Cairn along with 17 additional 
passengers. The jet. however, was turned buck because of fog 
in Cairo and made a second landing in Lu.xor. It returned to 
Cairo after the fog lifted, the Egypiair official .said. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL773IIM9 
PROGRAMME "nVO 

14:05 Budgie The Little 

Helicopier 

14:25 .Oscar's Orches- 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


14:40 ...Comedy — I Love Lucy 

15:00 Science*. Cartoon 

15:15 ....Magazine — Muniagne 

16:00 .At The Zoo 

I6i 30 Dog House 

17:00 News Rash 

17:01 Fun \Vlih Physics 

17:15 Road To .Avonlea 

18:00 Serie — Lu Lumiere des 
Jusies 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Magazine — Extra Large 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Muqvhy Brown 

20:00 ...Magazine — ^ro One 


21:IO.....Stor Trek — The Nc.xl 

Generation 

77-nn 

News in English 



■•3:15 

,Mis.sic>n impos.sibIe 

23:59 

Served? 

..-Are You Being 

PRiWER TIMES 

(U-J7 


(MiOS 

^Sunrise) Duha 

11:22 


14:13 


Ifi'37 

Mnjjhreb 

17:58. 



Svvemeh.Tel.SI0740 
.Assemblies of God Church 
Tcl. 6327S5. 

St. Joseph Church Tei. 624590 
Church of the Aiuiundatkm 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
061757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tci. 

771.V1. 

.Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 77.^261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

.Amman Intematioiiai Church 
Tel. 651526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S24328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Coi^regation Tel. .S45457 
The Latter-Dav Saiols- Tel. 

6.M952. 

Churdi of Nazarene Tci. 
675691. 

The Evangelica! Local Church 

InAmmanTel. SII295 

EngGsh-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

6M190. 


weather conditions affecting the 
Kingdom, skies will be cloudy 
to portiy cloudy with a chance 
for scanered showers. and 
winds southeasterly moderate u> 
active. In .Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas 
choppy. 


Amman 10/18 

.Aqaba 20/29 

Deserts .0«/20 

Jordan Valley 20.09 


^'esterday's high temperatures: 
.Amman iS. Aqaba 29 Humidi- 
ty- readings: Amman 75 per cent 
.Aqaba 40 per cent 


CHITRCHES 

SL Marv of Nazareth Chureh 


\\t:.ather 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
merit nf Metevmlo}(y 
Under the effect of un.siablc 


USEFITL 
TELEPHONE 
NTMBERS 
NIGHT Dm' 
A.\&LAN: 

Dr. Fakber Bilbeisi 

Dr, Ma^AlNbali 

Dr. Faycz Dabbas 

Dr. AdnanZa^oul .... 

Ferdows pharmacy 

.\1 Asema pharmacy ... 
A1 Salam pharmacy .... 

Y'acoub pharmacy 

Shzneisani pharmacy ... 
N'airoukh pharmacy .... 

Nqjib pharmacy 

[RBID: 

Dr. Chazi Ta'amn^ ... 
.AIQuds pharmacy 


...66.'4!: 

..85CW35 

...759155 

..X9S140 

.77.S3.v6 

.637055 

.636730 

.644945 

,637660 

.613672 

.847632 


.250080 

(— 1 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Zahur A1 Qadl .906606 

Khalzfeh pharmacy .985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ...6371 1 1 

.Gvfl Defence Dept 661 1 1 1 

Civ3 Defence biunedlate Res- 
cue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency .. 1 99 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 6)7101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highwav Pblicc S43402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Securitv Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 6058(X) 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewers^ Com- 
plaints 897467 

.Amman Monidpality C(Hn- 

plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assisiancc) 121 

Overseas Calls 0IU23(J 

Central Amman Tdephone . 

Reparfs 62.3|0| 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 i 1 

Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 

Water Authority 680KX) 

Jordan Elcdiicity Authority 

8 I 56 15 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight InformaUun 08- 


5.3200 

Queen .Alia IntL Airport 08- 
5.320n 


(02)27227.5 

Ibn Al Nafecs Hospital 
(02J247100 


HOSPITALS 

AMNUN; 

Hussein Medical Centre 
SI. 38 1.3/32 

KhaDdi Maiemily 6442SI/6 

AkOeh Maternity .642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636 1 40 

Palestine, Shmeisani ....607071 

Shmosani Hospital 669131 

L'niversity Hospital S4584S 

ALMuashcr Hnspital 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666126^7 

Al-Ahii, Abdali 664164/6 

IfatcuLAl-Muhqjreen 777101^ 

Al-Bashir 775111/26 

Army.Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Ama] Hoiqiiial 674155 

The Arab Centre (br Heart 

and Special Surgery 865199 

Zi\RQA; 

Zarqa (knl Hotfrital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

>...(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ..(09)9867.32 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 


FOR "raE TR.AVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) RiftiiLs 

07:15 Sanaa (RJi 

07:25 DanKKCUs(RJ) 

09:25 >Abii Dhabi (RJ) 

10:05 Muscat. Dubui (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJi 

10:15 Doha. Bahniin(RJ) 

15:55 London (RJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

16 Frjn)cfun(RJ) 

17: 15 Chicago. Amsterdam ( RJ ) 
18:45 Singapurc, /\bu Dhabi 
(udd) (RJ) 


18:55 Tcl .Aviv ( R\V i 

DEPARTLTIES 
Royal .Jordanian (R.J) Flights 

06:20 Beirut (RJ) 

08:30 .An)Wcrdam.Ncw Yi«rktRJi‘ 
11:05 Anisienlom. .Momreul. 
Tr>ronio(RJ) 


Dcp. .Amman 8ri)0 a. 111 . every 
Monday 

Arr. Damascus 5:00 p.m. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7:30 ajn, 

even- Sunday 

Am Amman 5:00 pjn. every 
Sunday 


Other Flights 

07:30 London iKJ) 

07;35..D.*una'scus. London (BA) 

11:30 C.iiro(MS) 

15:00 Kiev (6U) 

15^45 Munich (VP> 

17:40 RomciAZ) 

19:15 Dubai (EK) 

22:50 .Tcl Aviv (LY) 

00^t0 ..BeiruL Amslctxlnni ( KL) 

01:00 AdendVj 

01:55 Buchuic.vi <RO) 

07:45 Beinit (ME) 

Royal Wings IRVV) flights 

09:20 j\qaba(RW) 

12:00 Aqaha /R\V» 


11:15. 

12:U0. 

12:10. 

Geneva. Madrid ( RJ 1 

12:15. 


12U5 


I2‘30 


18:00 Kuala Luinpunjiddi (RJ) 

20:30. 


20:40 


2i:00. 

22:00 

....Abu Dhnhi. Dabuj (RJ) 
Kual j Uiinpur. Singjpcfc 1 R) ) 

Other Flights 

10:35 . 
13:50 . 
14:05 . 


Ifiitti p.. 

18:15.. 
20:10 .. 

...Dului. Damascus lEK) 

21:40.. 



23:59 .. 
00:55 


Royal Wln^ ( RW) Flights 
09:50 A.i:.h.% ,DUf. 

17:15.. 



Aqaba (RW) 

HIJAZ railway train 


UpperAower price in fits per kg. 

.Apple 

Tnn^no 



Biuiana (imported) 

750/550 



Carrot 

Cauliflower...., 

2W150 

i7n/ii 

0 


Cucumbcr(lar5e) 
Cueumher (small) .. 
t’ggplam 

120/70 

180/J50 

\W70 

Garlic .... 

Grapes 

.750/550 

xinnnn 

Lenujn .. 

35A/I80 

Marrow (lanic) 
Marrow (small) 
Onion 

Onion (ilrv) 

120/100 

180/150 

....JOO/150 
150/80 

Oranue ... 
fVar 

.580/300 

A50/500 

Pepper (hot) 

.>...260/180 

Pepper (.sweet).... 

TAn/120 

Potato .... 


Spinach 

^9A/lM) 

Strinu Be.an 

vm/ino 

Tomato 

ldA/150 





film 


Dren', 










^Home News 


©wer House to convene 
'first meeting in last session 


•’ • AMMAN (J.T. ) — The 
K Lower House of Parliamenc 
i , ru'^'H ft’ednesday wiJl convene its 
'*evi firsl meeting in the current 
and last session before next 
r^ '-- year’s general elections. 

’ It is expected to cover the 

s nf A? rtsiSB 2 tionofKarakDepu[>' 

“^‘^'uiki ^ Ammarin and review 
he . a special committee’.s draft 

reply “ ^ Majesty King 
^'Siiurf.L'*’'' Hussein’s Nov. 19 speech 

■M.-.K 1^?"' 

e-^ 




from the Throne. 

Both Houses will submit 
[heir responses to the King’s 
^)ecch to the Royal Court ut 
3 later date. 

Lust August. Dr. Ammurin 
announced his rasignaiion 
horn the House, in the w'uke 


of tumults which erupted in 
Ki^dk and oilier southern 
cities following un ofildal 
announcement of modificu> 
lion in the form of bread and 
aniniul feud subsidies. 

.According lo a parliamen- 
tary' source, the resignation 
can be accepted only upon 
majority approval. 

TTic source opined that the 
majority of deputies will 
approve the resignation as it 
came at the initiative of Dr. 
Ammurin himsSelf. 

.Also, the source stated, 
the 19-membcr National 
Action Bloc in Parliament 
has already declared il.s 
decision to approve the res- 


ignation. 

Meanwhile, efforts are 
underway by u number of 
deputies to dissuade Dr, 
.Ammurin from vacating his 
seat, according to the 
source, who added that Dr. 
Ammarin had ru-solved to 
tender his resignation after a 
heated argument with Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariii during the agitation 
in Kuruk. 

Parliament is also slated to 
form its 14 ordinary commit- 
tees and will consider a 
number of draft laws 
referred by the government 
to the House. 
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Student lectures stimulate 
health awareness 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

Spediil to the Jordtm Times 


AMMAN — AIDS, hcpaii- 
, j lis, and the dangers of drug 
f- use are just u sampling of 
the topics that students at 
the University of Jordan are 
currently discussing. 

The university clinic is 
running daily seminars 
aimed at creating health 
au'oreness on these issues 
and more from November 
16 to 27. 

“The student turn-out to 
these lectures has varied 
with the topics, with HIV, 
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i -^^uni 'Jac^Nayef Abdullat, one of the 
doctors who organised the 
event. 

Some of the more mun- 
dane subjects tackled are; 
disease prevention, diar- 
rhoea, smoking, first aid, 
and a special session on 
iBu'ijpr'ii. menstruation for women 
nn;irJni.ir,' only. 
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were circulated around the 
university regarding the 
lectures. however we 
expected more .students to 
attend. Dr. Abdullai told the 
Jordan Times. 

One fa‘shmun student, 
who requested anonymity, 
said that the lectures were 
not adequately brought to 
the students’ attention. 

“I knew nothing about 
this until today and I would 
have been interested in 
some of the lectures that 
have already happened,” 
she said. 

’’Some students do not 
even bother to read the 
posters or information we 
send out, and we sent 
posters to every depart- 
ment.'’ said Dr. Abdullut. 

However, the .students 
who did attend demonstrat- 
ed interest in the lopic.s di.s- 
cussed. 

According to Dr. Abdul- 
lat, the majority of students 
were concemed with tha- 
Lassaemia and other heredi- 
tary diseases. . 


’’Most of the students 
were concerned for their 
future and asked lahoiii 
prc-nupiial precautionary 
measures and the like],’ 
said Dr. Abdullut. 

When asked how recep- 
tive to disease testing Jor- 
danians would be with the 
possible ensuing social 
ramificutions of ostracisa- 
(ion or marriage inelegibili- 
ty. Dr. Abdullut 
replicd,”Medical fears are 
replacing .social fears, and 
the students were, indeed, 
asking about testing for 
such defects." 

The recent television cov- 
erage of thaJassaemia has 
perhaps been a factor for 
student interest in the topic, 
he said. 

“Most of these issues are 
fairly well understood by 
our students, as we have 
addressed them in past lec- 
tures. but education for new 
students as well as contin- 
lued learning is very peces- ' 
,5ary.” he condudedi . ■ 


[ U.N. focuses attention on youth 
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iiHiCilkT-r. AMMAN (Petra.) — The 
stJiirinBiez UN Fund for Population 
.».inrr \)Jb Activiiie.s (UNFPA) has 
iicTi'iKi fiTc. opened a four-day Amman- 
. l^d training seminar on 
the role of youth in the 
implementation of popula- 
tion and development pro- 
grammes. 

The fund further stated 
y that participants will dis- 
j,,i;,f^^i„\k.;cuss various issues pertain- 
mb Hjr‘ ■■ ■ '"S development such os 
.1 jiajnJ*' '^ocaHonaJ training, acade- 
’ ‘ ^ mia. housing, health and 
quality of life improve- 
ments. 

Addressuig the opening 
session, Minister of Labour 
Abdul Hafez Shakhanbeh 
said that the govemraeni 
has given priority to differ- 
ent youth programmes as 
the youth,' he proclaimed, 
constitute the backbone of 
. — die nation. 

“Those between the age 
bracket of 15 and 25 years 
' ■ account for 33 per cent of 
the Jordanian population 
j and the total percentage of 

__ those under than the age of 
ftts 'jJ® 30 is 73 per cent,” said the 
minister. 

p-"*- In the developing world, 

I people who fall into the age 
^ ran^ of 15 to 45 years form 
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the majority of the popula- 
tion due to high fertility 
rates and this applies partic- 
ularly to Arab and African 
countries, he said. 

Mr. Shakhanbeh stressed 
that national governments 
alone cannot cater to every 
youth requirement in terms 
of education, health and 
vocational training, propos- 
ing this as a national task to 
be collectively borne by the 
society as a whole. 

He called on non-govern- 
mental organisations and 
other institutions lo extend 
its help to the government 
in creating a setting youth, 
sound in both mind and 
body which is able to care 
for future generations, in its 
turn. 

Dr. Shakhanbeh said that 
in the Kingdom, the Min- 
Lstries of Education. Higher 
Education and Youth ought 
to formulate programmes 
designed to promote the 
status and community' role 
of youth. 

In 1973, the government 
formed the National Popu- 
lation Commission and in 
1995 it nominated a new 
commission board which 
was in.structed to emphasise 


the role of the youth, he 
said. 

A UNFPA representative 
addressed the meeting, 
.stressing the need for gov- 
cmmenLs and the public 
alike to listen to juvenile 
views on development mat- 
ters. 

She said that the 1994 
Cairo Conference on popu- 
lation and development rec- 
ommended that national 
governments initiate youth 
programmes, reduce any 
inequalities between the 
sexes, offer equal opportu- 
nities and services to both 
and provide health-related 
information. 

United Nation.s Develop- 
ment Programme (UNDP) 
resident repre.scntative Jor- 
gen Lissner said that the 
UN has not accorded suffi- 
cient attention in Che past to 
youth-related is.sues but is 
now conducting a study in 
40 nations, including Jor- 
dan. prior to drawing up 
plans for promoting a juve- 
nile role in society. 

The young, he said, face 
numerous problems such as 
unemployment, drug abuse 
and urban and border 
migrations. 
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FILM 

* CiuidKn’s fflm ‘‘Mask'’ at the British 
CeibneO at 5:00 p.Di. 

- EXHIBITIONS 

'.*-:^3oinpiiter graphics exhibition by 
Entail Shammout at Abdul Hameed 
Shdoian Foundation« Jabal Amman, 
^D^24. 

?19iotography exhibition by Lily Ban- 
^ .^titled' ^‘Images of the Arab 
at the Jordanian CoMtniction 
^^^Dhibr^Ktors Association, exhibition ball, 
S^^dSeh, ondl Decemb^ 1- 

by Arab artists residing in 
^In Zafer Adnaiu Issam Ta*i« and 
Sa'di at OrfaJi Art Gallery, Umm 
ihhehia, until Dec. 3. 

by Jaial Ariqat and Larisa 
[J)iii|ar'.at Institnto Cervantes, Jabal 
ariian, until Dec, 6* 


* Retrospective exhibition by Berlin- 
based Syrian artist Marwan Kassab- 
Bachi at Darat A1 Funun, Jalai Weib- 
deh, until Dec. 10. Also displaying works 
of contemporary Arabs artists. 

* Works by Syrian artist Mustafa All at 
Baiadna Art Gallery', Gardens St. until 
Nov. 30. 

* .Aspects from the modern Jordanian 
plastic art by several Jordanian artists 
entitled “Message” at Alia Art Gallery, 
Jabal Amman, until Nov. 28. 

* Photo panels and mosaics exhibition 
by German artist Yona Joest entitled 
“Petra — A Cosmological Dialogue” at 
the Royal Cultural Centre, until Nov. 

30- . . . 

* Works by twenty four international 
artists entitled Hond and Hamer “Art in 
Cultural Transmission'’ at the Royal 
Society of Fine Art, Jabal Weibdeh until 
Nov. 30. 

« Photo exhibition by Basma Asfour 
entitled ‘^Doubles R^ards” at the 
French Cnlturai Centre, until Nov. 28. 
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Electric workers return to work, 
prepare for final arbitration 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jnnluii Times 

AMMAN — Approximate- 
ly 3,000 electric workers 
Monday returned to work, 
following a five-day work 
strike, staged to back work- 
er demands for better work- 
place conditions. 

An urbiiruiiun council, 
which has been set up by the 
parties concemed, is con- 
vening a meeting today to 
atieinpi to conclude a per- 
manent settlement to the 
dispute bem'eeii the workers 
union and the management 
of the Jordan Electric Power 
Company (JEPCO). 

Union President Khalifeh 
Ma’aiiah told the Jordan 
Times Monday that “the 
committee which comprises 
three representatives of 
JEPCO and three from the 
union will be meeting under 


the chairmanship of Parlia- 
ment Deputy Theeb Abdul- 
lah to commence discus- 
sions regarding the issue 
and determine a fonnula 
which might permanently 
end the iatour dispute. 

“Terminating the strike, 
pending decisions of the 
arbitration council, does not 
mean that the workers have 
given up on their demands," 
Mr. Ma'aitah added. 

Agreement on the electric- 
ity workers’ return to work 
was resolved during a meet- 
ing, presided over by Minis- 
ter of Labour Abdul Hafez 
Shakhanbeh and attended 
by union leaders and JEPCO 
management representa- 
tives. in the presence of a 
number of parliament mem- 
bers. 

The workers are demand- 
ing a 15ih monthly annual 
salary as well as a hardship 


allowance which would 
secure a 20 per cent raise for 
each worker. 

The government with ihe 
Federation of Jordanian 
Labour Unions iFJLU) have 
both described the strike as 
illegal and have urged work- 
ers to end the strike and 
return to their jobs. 

An oftlciaJ statement sub- 
sequent to Saturday’s meet- 
ing with the minister said "a 
meeting to discuss all 
ospecLs of the labour dispute 
w'as held, tlie dilemma was 
reviewed and the parties 
concerned decided that the 
strikers should return to 
work Monday.” 

The statement delineated 
the workers agreement to 
participate in deliberations, 
depending on the following 
conditions: 

I. The Labour Ministry 
will cancel anv article in an 


agreement signed in Octo- 
ber 1995. between the work- 
ers union and the JEPCO 
management and will seek 
the restoration uf worker 
rights and benefits which 
they previously enjoyed 
before that date. 

2. The management will 
not impose any penalty on 
workers who staged the 
strike and will not deduct 
any pun of their .salaries for 
the strike's five-day dura- 
tion. 

3. No puny will take legal 
action against the workers 
union for calling the .strike. 

4. The formation of an 
arbitraiy council to settle 
disputes. 

5. The Federation of Jor- 
danian Labour Unions will 
refrain from taking any 
measure against the workers 
union resulting Irom the 
suike. 


Mr. Ma'aitah said that the 
arbitmtion council will 
commence meetings at 
JEPCO headquarters in 
.Amman ut 10:00 a.m. today 
to conclude a settlement. 

Before the four-hour 
meeting with the Minster of 
Labour, representatives of 
both workers met with Act- 
ing Prime Minister Abdul- 
lah Ensour w'ho stressed that 
the government would not 
tolerate any legal violation, 
adding that only through 
dialogue and mediation can 
the problem be resolved. 

The Jordan Electric Power 
Company is a publicly listed 
company with a holding of 
over 15 per cent, by .state 
investment bodies and has a 
concession, up to the year 
2Ui.»b. to distribute elecirici- 
ly to the Amman. Zarqa and 
Muduba tsovemoraies. 


Reformation of public 
administration debated 


IRBID (Petra) — Experts, 
academics and specialists in 
public udmini.straiion gath- 
ered ni Yannouk University 
Monday for a three-day 
conference to discuss public 
administration systems, 
their potential reformation 
and udminisiniuve prob- 
lems facing .systems in the 
Arab World. 

Representatives of Jor- 
danian and other Arab 
organisations were involved 
in the meeting, tlie second 
of its kind, organised by the 
university in conjunction 
with the Jordanian Society 
of Public Administration 
IJSPA). 

Addressing the opening 
session, Yarmouk Universi- 
ty Presides Mafwfuii Kamaln 
highlighted the .meeting’s 
importance, 'ondf desaribed 
pubUc’ administration '.as 
having a direct effect on 
socio-economic develop- 
ment , 

Dr. Kamal, who. 
deputised for HRH Crown 
Prince Hasson, the Regent, 
staled “we are faced by 
major challenges which 
require profound changes, 
reform and modernisation 
of Arab World public 
administration systems as 
well us new plans, policies 
and measures which might 
cater to future socio-eco- 
nomic requirements.” 

“Democratic changes in 
Jordan and elsewhere, 
trends towards economic 
globali.sation and rapid 
information development 


deem it imperative on pub- 
lic udminisirative systems 
to develop and modernise,” 
added Dr. Kamal. 

Society President Zuheir 
Kayed told the gathering 
that one aim of the current 
conference is to focus on 
and make an assessment of 
present training public 
administration courses and 
their direct links to the 
requirements of local, 
regional and international 
labour markets. 

Reviewing the activities 
of the .society, created last 
year. Or. Kayed .said that the 
society intends to spread! 
public awareness about 
public administration as 
well as examining public 
ladministration systems in 
advanced nations. 

Head of the conference'.s 
prqpanitory comminee 

Ahmad Shyab explained at 
the opening session that 
modem trends in public 
administration obligate 
planners and executive pub- 
lic administration bodies to 
reassess administrative sys- 
tems and ensure their mod- 
ernisation in coping with 
contemporary requisites. 

The participants are 
expected to discuss topics 
related to college pro- 
grammes in public adminsi- 
cration, administration sys- 
tem performance, democrat- 
ic practises in running pub- 
lic administration systems 
and obstacles impeding 
administrative reforms. 


Seminar covers 
veterinary field 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Agriculture Mustafa 
Shneikai has opened a five- 
day meeting regarding the 
use of veterinary vaccines 
and urged Jordanian veteri- 
nary medicine producers to 
upgrade product quality so as 
to conform with internation- 
ally accepted norms. 

“Only high-quuUiy medi- 
cine.s cun participate in 
inicrnurionai compeiition 
and once Jordan joins 
imemutional orgoni.sutinns 
under the auspices of free 
uude it will be relieved of all 
trade exchange barriers,” the 
minister said. 

In his address, Dr. Shneikai 
aflTmicd that the Kingdom's 
production of veterinary 
medicinc.s is steadily increas- 
ing and that 1 1 factories are 
currently operating with two 
,'iddiiional onc.s in the 
process of being established. 

He .said the final product is 
marketed in Jordan with a 
surplus exported abroad. 

The minister said that Jor- 
danian exports of veterinary 
medicines and vaccines last 
year amounted to JD 4.25 
million but that the Kingdom 
imported veterinary vaccines 
and medicines worth JD 4.8 
million in the same year and 
that local factorie.s imported 
JD 8.1 million worth of pri- 
mmy materials for their pro- 
duction in 1995. 

Currently, the Ministry of 
Agriculture has on official 


register of 765 kinds of vet- 
erinary medicines and is 
carefully monitoring their 
distribution and usage as 
they are needed for livestock 
treatment and as such are 
indirectly important for 
human health and. the minis- 
ter said, have a direct effect 
on the national economy. 

In order to ensure sound 
usage of veterinary vaccines 
and other medicines, the 
Minisuy of Agriculture has 
instituted a .specialised labo- 
ratory for product testing, 
updated legislation concern- 
ing the rcgisiraiion and usage 
of these medicines and the 
faciorie.s producing them, 
given due ailenlion lo train- 
ing personnel employed in 
veterinary field and main- 
tained conux>] and supervi- 
sion over local farms. 

The minister paid tribute to 
the programmes and activi- 
ties provided by the Arab 
Organisation for Agricultural 
Development (AOAO) as 
well as the German Agency 
for Technical Cooperation 
both of which are organising 
the meeting. 

AOAD Director General 
Abdul Hamid Kayed 
addre.ssed the meeting, 
reviewing the organisation's 
annual plans and stressing 
the importance of permanent 
quality controls of veterinary 
medicines to ensure healthy 
livestock and safeguard 
human health. 


Public and private companies 
alleged to have violate law 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A number of public 
share-holding companies and major private 
firms have t^en found to ha\e committed 
legislative and regulatory contracting viola- 
tions. according to Director of the Central 
Tenders Department Noser Madadhah. 

In a Monday interview with .A1 .Aswaq 
daily. Mr. Madadhah said that these viola- 
tions, estimated to have gained millions of 
dinars for these firms, were discovered by 
his department following repeated com- 
plaints by the Jordanian Contractors Asso- 
ciation and other engineering offices. 

He said that the suspected firms allegedly 
executed construction contracts with client 
directly and without securing the approval 
and consent of the Jordanian Engineers and 
Contractors Associations which ore the 
only parties officially authorised to give 
consent to such projects. 

Not only did these firms violate contract- 
ile laws on but th^ also" created smaller 
afftjiqted firms to implemehi project man- 
agetrieht'and exdciitibn'bn'their behalf thus 


depriving registered contractors and engi- 
neers of their rights as stipulated by the law. 
Mr. Madadha added. 

He said that the Central Tenders Depart- 
ment is currently embarking on pertinent 
measures in order to stem encroachment of 
the law. 

He said that the Ministiy of Industry and 
Trade, which i.s charged w'iih monitoring 
the performance of Jordanian companies, is 
invested with comprehen.sive authority 
from issuing warnings to dosing down 
errant businesses altogether. 

The Central Tenders Department 
announcement followed a meeting attended 
by the presidents of the Contractors and 
Engineers Associations as well as a sepa- 
rate one choired by Minister of Industry 
and Trade Ali Abut Ragheb with the direc- 
tor of the Central Tenders Department dur- 
ing which decisions, were held aiming 
towards ending legal violations and 
encroachments. ■ 









STTtATEGIC STUDIES AGREEMENT SIGNED; Director of the Diplomatic 
Institute Mazen Armouti and Director of the .4rab Centre for Strategic Studies Ali 
Nasser Mohammad Monday sign an agreement on stimulating strategic studies. 
The agreement aims at increasing strategic studies in the Arab World! expertise 
exchanges and the holding of joint scientific activities ( Petra photo ) 
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Rwanda bans Zaire force 


from using its territory 


KIGALI lAFP) — The 
Rwandan government Mon- 
day repeated its refusal to 
grant permission for u mul- 
tinational imerv'ention force 
to use its territory in an ope- 
ration to help refugees in 
eastern Zaire. 

“We still oppose the force. 
W'e think it is irrelevant now 
that a big number of refu- 
gees ore back in Rwanda." 
said Foreign Minister Anas- 
tase Gasana. 

Asked w'hether Rwanda 
would allow such a force to 
use its territory as a staging 
post if a decision was t^en 
to go ahead, he said “no." 

Mr. Gasana was speaking 
to reporters after a meeting 
in Stuttgart at the weekend 
to u.<ses.s die need for .such a 
force, whose potential role 
was called into question last 
week os more than half a 
million Hutu refugees re- 
turned from Zaire to Rwan- 
da. 

The Tutsi-led Kigali gov- 
ernment said virtually ail 
the refugees had returned 
home, obviating d'lO .need 
for foreign intervention in 
eastern ^ire. where mainly 


Tutsi rebels have launched 


an uprising. 

.\id agencie.s say. howev- 
er. that hundreds of thou- 
sands of refugees from 
Rwanda and neighbouring 
Burundi, which is gripped 
by a Tutsi-Hutu coiulicL are 
still in eastern Zaire. 

The more than 25 nations 
attending the Stunsart 


meeting agreed on a series 


of “options" for an interven- 
tion force, but left the final 
decision to their individual 


governments. 

Canada's Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Maurice Baril. due to 
head the proposed force, 
said after three days of in- 
tense talks that “the scene 
now shifts" to the capitals 
concerned “to choose in res- 
ponse to the situation in the 
region if they decide that a 
multinational force is oeces- 


saiy. 

Gen. Baril said the options 
agreed were all aimed “to 
support the humanitarian 
agencies whose task it is to 
bring aid and relief to those 
people in need. 

He said the militaiy sup- 
port envisaged would range 


from low levels of assis- 
tance to increa.sed levels of 
protection and security for 
humanitarian operations. 

However, aid workers ex- 
pressed frustration at the 
meeting's failure to reach a 
final decision. 

“We are ver>’ disappointed 
with the delay.” said Aijan 
Hehenkamp. head of mis- 
sion for Medecin.s Sans 
Fromieres (MSF. Doctors 
Without Borders) in the 
Rwandan capital Kigali. 

“We understand the situa- 
tion is difficult and chang- 
ing but we feel the interna- 
tional community should 
take its responsibility for 
averting a humanitarian dis- 
aster." 

He said MSF did not want 
“to get into the numbers 
game" — a reference to the 
controversy over just how 
many refugees remain in 
Zaire. 

A U.S. militaiy’ usses.s- 
menc team says it has found 
only some 200.000 refugees 
in eastern Zaire, while the 
United Nations High Com- 
missioner for Refugees says 
there are between 500.000 


and 600.000. 

“We don't care about tlu 
numbers. Even if there are 
only 20.000 we need to 
reach them because logic 
dictates that they will be in 
very bad condition." said 
Mr. Hehenkamp. 

He said access to the refu- 
gees was the biggest prob- 
lem facing the ^d agencies 
and an intervention force 
was needed because “we 
don’t see any other way." 

Help for all refugees, both 
those who remain in Zaire 
and those already back in 
Rw'onda. was also the sub- 
ject of a one-day meeting in 
Geneva Saturday. 

At the talks, the main 
refugee and aid agencies 
agreed what they termed a 
“framework on the resettle- 
ment of the refugees." from 
the crisis in the entire trou- 
bled region. 

Rwanda has requested 
that donors provide S740 
million to fund Tesertlement 
operations for the thousands 
of refugees who have al- 
ready returned. 



United States President Bill Clinton (right) reaches out to Taiwan delegation leader 
Koo Cben-Fu as Singapore's Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong (left) shakes the hand 
of Thailand's caretaker Prime Minister Bamham Silpa-Archa during the photo ses- 
sion before the start of the APEC leaders summit Monday. They are ^1 wearing tra- 


ditional Philippine Barong shirts I Reuter photo) 


From Batik to Barong, 


APEC rings fashion changes 


SUBIC BAY. Philippines 
(R) — In Bogor it was 
Batik. This year at Subic 
Bay the Barong is the height 
of fashion in Asia-Pacific 
.summit circles. 

Leaders from the IS- 
member APEC forum 
turned up for their annual 
trade summit here in a tradi- 
tional Philippine shirt called 
the Barong Tugalog. uphol- 
ding an infonnal APEC cus- 
tonT of donning the host 
country's nation^ dress. 

“I like it." U.S. President 
Bill Clinton told reporters. 
“It's cool and aiiy." 

The buggy tunics made of 
a silk and fibre blend were 
originally based on the Eu- 
ropean dress shin and were 
a mark of Philippine inferi- 
or status during Spanish 
colonial rule. 

But Philippine President 
Fidel Ramos has turned the 
one-time .symbol of subju- 
gation into a summit fash- 
ion statement expressing his 
countPi’'s pride in it.s grow- 
ing economic and diplomat- 
ic power as host of the Asia- 
Pacific Economic Coopera- 
tion Forum. 

The shirts, worn by the 
leaders for their cusiomaiv 


pre-summit photocall. were 
embroidered with designs 
based on Philippine win- 
dow architecture and the 
geometric .sliapes of rice 
paddies to represent APEC 
as a window on the .‘\sia- 
Pacitic. 

“When you open win- 
dows. you see the world and 
the world sees you. so we're 
sharing our culture with the 
rest of the world." said Jean 
Goulboum. a Filipinu mar- 
ried to a Canadian, who 
designed the set of .shirts 
with different embroidery' 
for each sumicteer. 

At the APEC summit in 
Bogor. Indonesia two years 
ago the leaders opted ibr 
colourful Batik .shirts. 

La.st year in O.saka. Japan, 
they chose casual sports 
jackets and open-necked 
shirts, not really national 
dress but a popular style 
with Japan ‘.s ubiquitous “.sa- 
larymen." 

.At their fir^t .summit in 
Seattle, the leaders were 
casually dressed against the 
cold. 

Constrained by colonial 
society, native Filipino.s 
were not allowed to dress 
like their masters, who nor- 


mally tucked their .shirts in. 
according to historians. The 
.semi-opaque style for the 
Barong was developed as a 
way of ensuring restive Fi- 
lipinos were noi carrying 
concealed weapon.s. 

As the leaders were wel- 
comed In the summit centre, 
some lelevision eommenia- 
tors had trouble making out 
the leaders from their simi- 
larly attired servants. 

The leaders w ore the sec- 
through Barong.s Philip- 
pine-siyle. over while un- 
dershirts and with the shirt- 
tails banging out. 

‘The one that was easy to 
focus on was President 
Clinton because he's the 
tallest one. so that needed a 
little bit of attention so that 
the embroidery w'ould come 
out in proportion to his 
height." said .Ms. Coul- 
bournin a pre-summit inler- 
vlew with Reuters. 

On summit day all but one 
of the leaders wore his 
Barong over black trousers. 
Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad, often 
portrayed as the maverick in 
.APEC trade discussion.s. 
chose crev. 


Mother Teresa stable but problem persists 


r.ALCLTTA tR) — Mother 
reresa's condition wa.s sta- 
■le Monday after an uneasy 
light of chest pains and 
ung congestion, but doctors 
reating ^e revered nun said 
he might have to undergo a 
urgico) procedure. 

“Nloiher Teresa had mild 
he.si pain early this morn- 
ng." a medical bulletin 
ssued by a panel of doctors 
reating the 86-year-old 
loman Catholic nun .said. 
Othenvise her condition 
smains unchanged." 
Doctors at the Woodland.s 
lursing Home in Calcutta, 
.’here Mother Teresa is 
eins treated, said her con- 


dition stabilised after her 
third hean failure in four 
day.s occurred Sunday. 

But Mother Teresa's con- 
dition remained precariou.s. 

*‘Al the moment her con- 
dition is stable. But her con- 
dition can turn bud any 
moment. She is not out of 
danger." said Dr S. K. Sen. 
the hospital's medical direc- 
tor. 

Dr. Sen said the doctors 
were considering the possi- 
bility of surgery to relieve 
Mother Teresa. 

“Now we have to do some 
invu.sive cardiology." he 
said. 

One possible treatment 


might be angioplasty, in 
which doctors insert a bal- 
loon into blood vessels to 
clear them of ob.structions. 
Dr. Sen said. Mother Teresa 
was reluctant to have ;iny 
invasive cardiology, he 
added. 

“We have to talk to the 
nuns of the Mi.ssionaries of 
Charity and then wc have to 
approach her for her con- 
sent. Only then can wc find 
out if she needs an angio- 
plasty or not." he said. 

Dr. Sen said the mission- 
ar> woks up at about 10..W 
a.m. 10500 GMT) and, 
when asked if she had slept 
well, replied. “Yes." 


Indonesia 


sees 


opposition 
dwindling 
in E. Timor 


DILI, East TimcM- (R) — 
Indonesia's miliiary said 
Monday that armed oppo- 
sition to Jakarta's rule in 
East Timor had dwindled 
from lust year, citing a drop 
in the number of separatLst 
guerrillas in the territory's 
rugged hilts. • 

*:JheT:6 are still rebels but 
there are less than 100 of 
them, maybe only 80. but 
we cannot count them 
exactly." said Major-Gene- 
ral Abdul Rival, chief of 
the militor)' region of Uda- 
yana w'hich includes East 
Timor. 

In the middle of last year. 
Gen. Rival'.s predeces.sor 
put the number at about 
2(X) guerrillas with about 
,^,000 members of the clan- 
destine movement else- 
where in Indonesia su|^r- 
ting opposition to Jakarta's 
rule in East Timor. 

“In the cities there is the 
clandestine movement and 
some community leaders 
(who do not support inte- 
gration) but they arc a 
small percentage of (East 
Timor's) ono.fino people." 
Gen. Rival told reporters in 
ihc garden of his sc«Lsidc 
Dili residence. 

Gen. Rival would not 
estimate when the armed 
conflicl in East Timor 
would end. He said he 
hoped ii would be finished 
"as soon as possible." 

Jakarta says five battal- 
ions of troops, or about 
3.0(X) men. arc stationed in 
East Timor although diplo- 
mats have put the number 
at between 7.000 to 10.000. 

Gen. Rival said East Ti- 
mor's Bishop Cailos Bclo. 
the joint winner of the 1996 
Nobel Peace Prize, hod the 
power to end the conflia. 

"If he called for the guer- 
rillas to come down from 
the hills then it would be 
finished quickly. Tho.se 
people in the forest are 
Catholics too." he said, ad- 
ding later that he had not 
approached the influential 
spiritual leader with the 
.suggestion. 

Bishop Bclo. who shared 
the Nobel Prize with self- 
exiled East Timorese resis- 
tance .spokesman Jo.se 
Romos-Hona for his efforts 
to bring peace to the terri- 
ior>‘, is widely known for 
mediating between the mil- 
itary and the people. 

Bishop Bclo said Monday 
he docs not support either 
the intcgraiiun of Ea.si Tmor 
into Indonesia or the move 
for independence but wonts 
to improve the situation in 
the troubled territory. 

Indonesia invaded the 
former Portuguese colony 
of East Timor in 1975 and 
annexed it a year later in an 
act not recognised by the 
United Nations. 



A Rwandan Hutu refugee boy wipes the smoke out of his eyes while watching the food 
for his family after they arrived from the Katale Camp Sunday. They have been walk- 
ing for 22 days after fleeing the lighting in eastern Zaire. Hutu refugees are still arriv- 
ing at the border between Zaire and Rwanda to return home after (w'o million of them 
fled the 1994 genocide of800,(NM) of their l\itsi countrymen (Reuter photo) 


Lukashenko wins referendum on 


more powers with big margin 


MINSK (AFP) — Belarus 
President Alexander Luka- 
sheidco won approval by a 
laige maigin in a controver- 
sial referendum on increas- 
ing his powers, the electoral 
commission chairwoman 
Ludmila Yermnshina said 
Monday. 

Initial results showed that 
70.5 per cem of all regis- 
tered voters cast a “Yes'' in 
Sunday's poll, clearing the 
50-|^r cent hurdle for a 
constitutional change to 
become valid. 

Mr. Lukashenko, accused 
by opponents of .seeking to 
eiitablish one-man rule, told 
reporters that "all the decla- 
rations on a so-called dicta- 
toiship have no basis." 

The Belarus president was 
seeking to increase his con- 
stitutional powers over par- 
liament and lengthen hLs 
term in office. The referen- 
dum has been fiercely pro- 
tested by opponents in par- 
liament. who accuse Mr. 
Lukashenko of already hol- 
ding authoriUuiun powers. 

A rival question put by 
Mr. Lukashenko's* opposi- 
tion on scrapping the presi- 
dency got support from just 
7.9 per cent of regi.stered 
v(Mers. 

A total of 7.3 million peo- 
ple are regi.stered to vote in 
the ex-Soviet republic. 

Turnout was 84.2 per 
cent, a tuttiJ of 6.2 million 
pec^le. The “Yes" vote got 
5.2 million votes. 

The constitutional chan- 
ges proposed by the referen- 


dum automatically give Mr. 
Lukashenko, who was elec- 
ted in 1994, a fresh five- 
year term, meaning he 
would' remain in office until 
November 200 1 . 

The changes also swap the 
current single-chamber par- 
liament fora two-house leg- 
islature in which the pre.si- 
dent and the upper house of 
parliament would have the 
right of veto over decisions 
of the lower house. 

The president would also 
have the right to di.ssolve 
the lower house of the par- 
liament if it passed a no- 
confidence motion in the 


government or twice re- 
fused to approve the presi- 
dent’s candidate for prime 
mini.sier. 

The upper house Is likely 
to be heavily vv’eigbted in 
favour of Mr. Lukashenko'.s 
allies. 

Prior to the vote. Mr. 
Lukashenko .signed a decree 
making the referendum bin- 
ding. 'This is hotly disputed 
by his opponents in parlia- 
ment. who have asked the 
constitutional court to 
launch impeachment pro- 
ceedings. 

The court is to decide 
Tue.sday whether there are 
grounds to begin the pro- 
cess. The parliament will 
also meet Tuesday. 

The referendum was 
widely criticised by foreign 
organisations, citing irregu- 
Uu-ities such u.s Mr. Luka- 
shenko's total control of the 
media. 


The orcanisaiion for secu- 
rity and cooperation in Eu- 
rope refused to send obser- 
vers. culling the poll "ille- 
gitiniutc." 

Mr. Lukashenko culled on 
“foreign statc.s and inicma- 
tionui orgunis.'ttion.s to 
accept the result and respect 
the will of the people.” 

Mr. Lukashenko stands 
for dose integration with 
Russia and enjoys broad 
suppoii in the rural areas, 
where there is nostalgia for 
the Soviet-sryle command 
economy. Hi.s opposition 
comes mostly from the 
urban intelligentsia. 

After imerveniion by Rus- 
sian President Boris Yclbin 
and mediation by Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyr- 
din. the president’s battle 
with parliament appeared to 
have been defused. 

Under a compromise deal. 
Mr. Lukashenko hud agreed 
to moke the referendum 
non-binding and the opposi- 
tion in parliament dropped 
its Impeachment bid. 

In u slap in the face for 
Moscow, the deal fell apart 
when parliament, in which 
the opposition members 
face u strong .set of Mr. Lu- 
kashenko allies, refused to 
ratify its side of the bargain. 

Mr. Lukashenko then oi.so 
reneged and said Sunday's 
referendum would be “obli- 
gatory for every Institution 
in power." Following that, 
the parliamentary opposi- 
tion renewed its demand for 
inipeaebinent proceedings. 


Incumbent reelected in Karabakh poll 


STEPANAKERT (AFP) — 
The leader of Azcrbaijun'.s 
secc.ssioni.M Nugomo-Ku- 
rabakJ) enclave wa.s reelect- 
ed over ihe weekend by a 
landslide margin, the dec- 
lorul conmii.s.ston said Mon- 
day. 

Incumbent Robert Ko- 
charian. 42. won 86. 1 1 per 
cent of die votes, defeating 
his two rivals. Boris Aru- 
chonian. 4S. u purlijmcn- 
lurv deputy, who took seven 
per cent, and Hranl Mel- 
konian. 45. the former 
Communist Party secrelurv' 
for (he main city Stepana- 
kert. who look just under 
four per cciu. 

The comn)is.sion .said 76 
per cent of Nagorno-Kara- 
bakh's 90.(XH) "voters had 
participated in the election. 


its first by universal suf- 
frage. 

With no oppo.sition in the 
Armeniun-conlrolled break- 
away region, the results 
face no challenge. 

Mr. Kix'harian, who was 
elected president by purlia- 
mcm in 1994. was the chief 
urehiieci of the Armenian 


.scparali.sts' victory against 
Azerbaijani forces in u 
bloody six-year war for 
conlml of the enclave. 

Nagurno-Kurubakh is sit- 
uated in.sidc Muslim Azer- 
baijan but populated mostly 
by Christian Armenians. 

In 1988 it launched a bid 
for secession, and between 
1992 and 1993. under Mr. 
Kocharian's leadership. Ar- 
menian separatists tipped 
the balance of the fightinc 


by regaining villages under 
Azeri control and seizing a 
huge swathe of Azerbaijani 
territory. 

The war was ended with a 
truce in 1994 which has 
held for the most part, hut 
peace talks to reach agree- 
ment on the enclave's future 
status have made little 
progress. 

.Azerbaijan is willing to 
concede broad cultural au- 
tonomy to the republic, hut 
rejects full independence, 
and slammed Sunday's poll 
as an attempt by the enclave 
to lcgitimi.se iLs claims lo 
secession. 

The election was also crit- 
icised by Moscou and Wa- 
shington us a threat to the 
fragile peace process. 


King Sihanouk returns to Cambodia 


amid mounting political tension 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
King Norodom Sihanouk. 
Cambodia's most potent 
symbol of national reconcil- 
ialiun. returned home 
Monday to mounting ten- 
sion in hi.H country's coali- 
tion government after iwo- 
and-a-half weeks of med- 
ical check-ups in China. 

The 74-year-old monarch 
eschewed the iradiiionul 
welcoming ceremony at 
Phnom Penh’s Poebentong 
international Airport, order- 
ing that red carpets noi be 
placed on the tarmac und 
boning photographers und 
tclevi.sinn cameramen from 
covering his reiuni. 

In addition, he demanded 
greetings from govcrnmcnl 
officials and diplomats be 
conducted informally. 

'He .said he was happy, 
healthy and glad to 1^ 
biurk," said one government 
official who greeted the 


king. 

Conspicuous by (heir 
absence from the airport 
were Cambodia's co-pre- 
miers. First Prime Minister 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh 
was .siill on an unannounced 
and unexpected holiday in 
Thailand and second Prime 
Mini.ster Hun Sen was in 
Cutnhodia but did not turn 
“F-.. 

King Sihanouk, who 
smiled and waved to the as- 
sembled crowd as he 
stepped out of a government 
plane, came home amid a 
dramatic escalation in 
.squabbling between Prince 
Ranariddh's Rovalisi 
FUNCINPEC Pany’ and 
Hun Sen'.s formerly Com- 
munist Cambixlian People's 
Party iCPP) over the pa.st 
week. 

Emergency delegations 
from the interior and de- 
fence ministries were sent 


to the northwest of the 
couniiy over the weekend to 
prevent factional fichtins 
between members of the 
armed forces. 

Fighting appeared immi- 
nent Friday when troops in 
three nonhwesiem provin- 
ces were put on high alert 
following CPP-supponed 
allegations in Phnom Penh 
that the royalists were try- 
ing to cover up links bet- 
ween an unrccogni/cJ op- 
position pany and the 
Khmer Rouge. 

Last Tuesday, three da>s 
after the accusations were 
made by alleged Khmer 
Rouge defectors at 
home of Hun .Sen, the co- 
premier's brother-in-law. u 
senior interior minisirv nCn. 
cial, was gunned down in 
broad daylight on one of the 
capital s main boulevards 


Sri Lanka 
on red alert 


as 3 killed in 




rebel attacks 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lanka was on red alert 
Monday, us u Tamil am- 
bush left three dead and a 
suicide bomber wrecked a 
police jeep, in an annual 
spree of violence comme- 
morating rebels killed in 
the separattsi war. officials 
said. 

“The bomber, of cou^. 
died on the spot but he 
couldn't inflict hea \7 loss- 
es on the police." a local 
official said by telephone 
shortly after the attack in 
the north-eastern port town 
of Trincomalee. 

“Only the driver of the 
vehicle was wounded." 

Within hours of the suicide 
bombing, the Tigers am- 
bushed on army patrol in the 
neighbouring di.strict of Bat- 
licalox killing a soldier and 
iwo civilian bystanders, lo- 
cal bnicials said. 

Militmy officials here said 
police and security units 
across the country were on 
maximum aJen for possible 
bomb attacks to coincide 
wiih LTTE Supremo Velu- 
pillui Prabhakaran's 42nd 
birthday Tuesday. 

“We have taken all possi- 
ble precautions." a military 
spokesman here said, ad- 
ding that road blocks, 
check poinLs and mobile 
patrols had been intensified 
for the week. 

The bomber was identi- 
fied as a member of the 
elite Block Tiger suicide 
uniL officials said. 

The .spectacular, but 
failed, attack in Trincoma- 
lee. 2'60 kilometres north- 
ea.M of the capital Colom- 
bo. came us the Tigers ob- 
.sen ed a 'heroes' week’ to 
commemorate thousands 
of fighters killed in the past 
1 4 years of war. 

Tiger attacks to remem- 
ber their 'martyrs* are not 
confined.tp .‘herpes* wepk.' 
which ends Nov. 27 and 
could take place just before 
or after the 'official' period 
of commemoration. - ■ 

Last year, within 10 days 
of ’heroes' week,* . the 
LTTE killed nearly 80 gov- 
ernment soldiers in a series 
of ambushes in BatticaJoa 

Those attacks came as 
thousands of troopers in the 
north of the country con- 
ducted a major offensive 
against the Tigers to finally 
wrest cvinirol over their for- 
mer capital of Jaffna in 
E)ecember. 

VViih the dismantling of 
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Ihe LTTE's de facto state in# I pjrrv ^ 

the Jaffnu peninsula, auibo- rSiic chamri- -n of Tai- 
riiies fear the rebels could 
strike elsewhere to exact 
revenge. 

Police have already is- 
sued an alert for nearly 30 
suicide bombers, the Black 
Tigers, who are believed to 
have infiltrated Colombo 
to taigei vital institution.s or 
political leaders. 

Tlic Tigers say it is a pri- 
vilege to die in the name of 
Eelam, the separate state 
they are fighting for in nor- 
thern and eastern regions. 

Those who eventually 
join the thousand.^ of Tiger 
martyrs iu*e chosen by lot- 
tery. Th'e names are written 
down and chosen by leader ^^USSUTi 

Prabhakuran so all get an * 

equal opportunity. " :: — Hona 

The Tiger suicide cadres^ ■ Secretar^- 

are often young boys and- 'jjc yid Mondav 
girls with secondary school 
education and those raised 
in conservative Tamil-Hin- 
du families in a society bet- 
ter known as surv'ivolist 
rather than suicidal. 

Suicide bombers have 
curried out more than a do- 
zen attacks and have been 
blamed for the Idllings of 
nearly 200 people, includ- 
ing Sri Lankan President 
Ranu.singhe Premadasa and 
former " Indian Premier 
Rajiv Gandhi. 

“Black Tigers are the 
self-protective armour of 
pur race." Prabhakaran said 
in July, to mark the ninth 
anniversary of the first sui- 
cide mission. 

"They are the men of 
flame who can destroy the 
enemy's armed strength bj' 
their brain strength." 

The threat of suicide 




nv 


*C ' 

‘-ivt nwn iha, 

'■■■'ll 

'*'<111 '. ccono- 
China 


.■**1 


•'urn 


'One 

rule 


‘l'"‘ 

of 

■i; Hor 

ai 


ona 


= hi 







'wP. J 


bombings is taken serious-|r be- 


ly by $ri Lankan authori- 
ties. Random searches of 
pedestrians and regular 
checks on vehicles in the 
city have become almost 
routine. 
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**®i**^ wreckage of the hijacked Ethiopian airliner which lies less than one kilometre 
irr, nouaay resort of La GaJawa Beach. The hijacked Boeing 767 crashed into the Indian Ocean olT the 

urin • \ Comoros Islands after running out of the fuel (Reuter photo) 
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Comoros rescuers comb hijacked plane wreckage 
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MORONI (AFP) — Rescue 
workers Monday cominucJ 
ibe grim task of combing 
through the wreckage of the 
Ethiopian Airlines plane 
which plunged into (he seu 
off the Comoro Islands in 
the worst hijacking disaster 
in aviation history'. 

At least 120 people died 
in Saturday's crash, but 
there were confliciing re- 
ports on the precise toll. 

So far 78 bodies have 
been recovered, while a fur- 
ther 42 people are still miss- 
ing/according to figures is- 
sued Monday by the Co- 
moros Foreign Ministry 
Crisis Unit. 

It added that 55 of the 1 75 
passengers arid crew sur- 
vived. but Ethiopian Air- 
lines said there were only 
48 surv'ivors. 

As Ethiopia declared three 
days of national mourning 
Monday, French and South 
African divers were expect- 
ed to arrive to search the 
wreckage situated a few 
hundred metres from a 
beach hotel in the north of 
' the Indian Ocean island. 

The Hi-feted plane nar- 
rowly missed the hotel as it 


dived into the .sea after ap- 
paremlv running out of fuel. 
Thu hijackers hud demand- 
ed that the aircraft, on a 
flight from Addis Ababa to 
Nairobi, should fly to .Aus- 
tralia via Mauritius. 

Police in .Moroni said the 
two Ethiopians arre.sted on 
charges of hijacking have 
yet to be formally identified 
as the culprits. 

They were arrested by 
Comoros police after sur- 
viving the crash, but police 
said they were seeking a 
formal identification by the 
captain and co-pilot, who 
were the only people who 
had prolonged contact with 
the hijackers. 

Still sutTering from shock, 
the two crew members have 
so far been unable to agree 
on on identification. 

The pilot and co-pilot told 
police the Ethiopian .Air- 
lines Boeing 767 was hi- 
jacked 15 minutes after tak- 
ing off from Addis Ababa 
by two men who forced 
their way into the cockpit. 

A third man remained in 
the body of the plane where 
he threatened passengers. 

Ethiopian Prime Minister 


Mcles Zenawi Sunday sent 
a mc.ssage to the Comom.s 
government calling for the 
culprits to bu swiftly extra- 
dited to Ethiopia. 

He also thanked the gov- 
ernment for its speedy a.ssis- 
lunce, which he said had 
demonstrated ".African fra- 
ternity.’* following the 
crash.** 

The motives for the hi- 
jacking remain unclear, al- 
though the hijackers 
claimed to be members of 
the Ethiopian opposition. 

Investigators have been 
examining the passenger list 
for clues. 

.A number of diplomats 
from the United States. Italy 
and South Korea were on 
the plane os were eight 
Israelis, four of whom 
reportedly worked In the 
military indusrry. 

Most of the survivors 
were Sunday evacuated 
towards the French island of 
Reunion or to the Kenyan 
capital Nairobi. 

A staff nurse at the South 
African-run ,La . ptUawa 
Beach Hotel, near the site of 
the crash, told BBC Radio 
that many of the dead had 


drowned. 

Frenchman Jacques Breu 
.^peaking to Sunday’s edi- 
tion of the Quoiidien Oe La 
Reunion newspaper des- 
cribed how he was pulled 
down to the bottom of the 
sea. strapped into his aero- 
plane seal. 

"The aircraft hit the water 
... I saw the row of seats in 
front of me disappear com- 
pletely into the sea. 

"i was in the last row. I 
fell I was sinking with the 
seat to which 1 was at- 
tached. I .still have the mark 
from the .seatbelt around my 
stomach." iie said. 

"My aircraft seat took me 
to the bottom of the water. 
Then I tore off the seat belt. 

I could not see anything. I 
counted so I would know 
how deep I was. I came up 
to the surface after nine sec- 
onds," he continued. 

Top African television ca- 
meraman Mohammad Amin 
was among the passengers 
who died. Amin, 53. of Reu- 
ters Te|eyj^^ion, , won ^c- 
iaim fpr bnngiip Eitn'iopia's 
disamusi' j9$4. .famine to 
the eyes of the .world. 


Taiwan opposition head says U.N. bid futile 
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TAIPEI (R)— The head of 
Taiwan’s separatist minded 
main' opposition par^ con- 
ceded Monday that China’s 
intimidation mode it impos- 
sible for Taiwan to enter the 
Umted Nations, saying Tai- 
pei should not provoke its 
giant rival. 

Hsu Hsin-Liang, chair- 
man of the E^mocratic 
Progr^sive Parp' and a 
long-time champion of Tai- 
wan's iodepen^nce from 
China, said Taipei's push 
for a U.N. seat was but a 
promotionai stunt with no 
chance of success. 

*3dth Taiwan and China 
know that it is impossible 
Taiwan to join the U.N., 
that the campaign is merely 
a symbolic promotion," Hsu 
said in an interview with 
Reuters. 

Beijing and its supporters 
in September blocked 
moves in the U.N. general 
assembly to consider Tai- 
wan's membership, scut- 


tling Taipei's bid for a 
fourth straight year. 

China con.siders Taiwan a 
renegade province not enti- 
tled to international recog- 
nition since the two separat- 
ed after a civil war in 1949. 

In a clear illustration of 
China's intimidatory shad- 
ow over nutionoJist-ruled 
Taiwan, even the separatist- 
minded Hsu warned that the 
island must not anger China 
through rash actions that it 
might see as pro-indepen- 
dent. 

"We must pay close atten- 
tion to the desire of the In- 
ternational Community and 
wc must understand that 
right now nobody wonts 
Taiwan lo provoke China," 
Hsu said. 

"The Taiwan-China prob- 
lem is an intemational prob- 
lem and we have to be care- 
ful in our efforts to enhance 
our intemational stature in 
order to draw foreign coun- 
tries to our side.” 


Taiwan, tightly isolated by 
China, has diplomatic ties 
with only 30 foreign coun- 
tries but boasts significant 
economic links with many 
more — including the Uni- 
ted States and China itself. 

Hsu said the United 
States, seen as a key broker 
between Taiwan and China, 
would likely pressure the 
two to resume talks now 
that Presidents Bill Clinton 
and Jiang Zemin have 
sought to mend their own 
ties in a meeting in Manila 
Sunday. 

“The Clinton-Jiung meeting 
is not necessarily bad for 
Taiwan, but if Sino- American 
tics improve (he U.S. will put 
more pressure on Taiwan lo 
work its problems out with 
China,” Hsu said. 

Beijing su.spende'd semi- 
official talks with Taipei 
after Taiwan President Lee 
Teng-Hui made a private 
but high-profiie visit to the 
United States in June 1995, 


a move seen by China os 
evidence that l^wan was 
repudiating its official es- 
pousal of reunification with 
the mainland. 

China conducted threaten- 
ing war games off Tmwan 
before the island’s first di- 
rect presidential elections in 
March, which Beijing 
feared would further sepa- 
rate it from mainland China. 

China vows to attack Tai- 
wan if it declares indepen- 
dence. 

Hsu said the current cold 
war would likely end and 
that the sides would resume 
negotiations after they are 
approved to Join the World 
Trade Organisation. 

"Once Taiwan and China 
join the WTO, they will be 
required to hold (bilateral) 
economic dialogues under 
guidelines established by 
the organisation," Hsu said. 

Taiwan and China would 
likely gain entry in 1997, 
Hsu said. 


Jiang reassures H. Kong of free hand in economic affairs 
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Manila (afp) — Hong 

Kong Finance Secretary 
Bondd Tsang said Monday 
Qiinese Pi^ident Jiang 
Zemin had assured him that 
the colony would have full 
ctHitrol over its own econo- 
my after its return to China 
in 1997. 

Jiang, "reassured me that 
we would observe the *onc 
country two systems’” rule 
and ihm the management of 
Hong Kong's economy 
“will be an entirely Hong' 
Kong affak,*’ Tsang told 
.iqnitefs at a news briefing 
hm. 

Hong Kong’s representa- 
tive u the Asia-Pacific Eco- 
oomic Cooperation (APEC) 


forum said he received the 
reassurance from Jiang dur- 
ing a state dinner given by 
Plulippine President Fidel 
Ramos Sunday for the 18 
economic leaders attending 
[he fourth APEC summit. 

Tsang said Jiang had also 
pledged there would be ad- 
ditional guards placed on the 
China-Hong Kong border 
during the transition period 
"lo make sure there would be 
no influx of Chinese citizens 
into Hong Kong that would 
create chaos.” 

Hong Kong revert-s to 
Chinese rule on July I. 
1997 after 150 years of be- 
ing a British colony 
It will continue to be a 


member of APEC, which 
recognises economies and 
not govemmenis. under the 
name Hong Kong China. 

Tsang said he and Jiang 
were seated next to one 
another during the dinner 
giving him the opportunity 
to give the Chinese presi- 
dent a symbolic gift. 

The gift was a paper- 
weight symbolizing the four 
pillars of Hong Kong — 
non-corrupt government, 
obser%'ancc of the rule of 
law. free flow of informa- 
tion and a level playing 
field, according to a mem- 
ber of l^ang's staff. 

Tsang considered the 
summii. which took place 


Monday, to be an ’’excellent 
meeting.” 

"J derived personal com- 
fort that the idea of fr^ 
trade is being shored,’’ by 
the other member econo- 
mies. he said. 

Tbe high-powered fourth 
APEC meeting which unit- 
ed .Clinton, Jiang, Japanese 
Prime Minister Ryutaro Ha- 
shimoto and 15 other lead- 
ers, promised to achieve 
free trade by 2020. 

The member economies 
agreed to stan tearing down 
trade barriers from January 
I and also gave .surprise 
support to a U.S. proposal 
for slashing larifTs on high- 
tech goods. 


Indian police release most Miss World protesters 
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BANG^ORE (R) — In- 
^3ia police said Monday 
^y had released hundreds 
^ protesters detained be- 
ftwe Sahirday’s Miss World 
pageant which ended 
^ without threatened 
self-immolations. 

Police had held 1,500 de- 
®<mstritt6rs, including three 
opposition members of par- 
^*^®cnt.ftom New Delhi 
were released Sunday 


as Miss World contestants 
prepared to leave. 

"Most of the protester 
have been released on bail. 
Some of them who were 
taken into preventive cus- 
tody have also been let off ” 
deputy police Commis- 
sioner G.K. Btfkal of the 
southern Indian stale of 
Karnataka. 

He told Reuters 250 de- 
mon.strators, including 25 


suspected of having links 
with the Peoples' War 
Group, were still in deten- 
tion in Beliaiy' in Karnataka, 
of which Bangaiore is the 
capital. No charges had 
been laid. 

The People's War Group 
is an outlawed Maoist 
Group fighting government 
rule in neighbouring Andhra 
Pradesh state. 

Police clashed with pro- 


testers hours before an 18- 
ycar-old model from Greece 
wa.s crowned Miss World in 
a glittering, heavily guarded 
finale. 

At lea.st 10,000 police and 
purantilitary troopers fired 
teargas on crowds on Ban- 
galore streeLs where right- 
wing Hindu nationalists hod 
staged demonstrations be- 
fore the pageant started. 
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Opponents to Chechenya pull-out 
threaten Yeltsin impeachment 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
Russian Communist Parr>' 
threacened Monday to start 
impeachment proceedings 
against Pre.sidem Boris Yd- 
tsin over his decision to pull 
the remaining troops from 
the rebel republic of Che- 
chenya. 

Leftist and nationalist de- 
puties who dominate the lo- 
wer house of parliament 
have blasted Mr. Yeltsin's 
decree signed Saturday os 
trea.son and .say it will lead 
to the collapse of Russia. 

‘Today, the dismember- 
ment of Russia is begin- 
ning. Generally, on this ba- 
.sis we could put the ques- 
tion of destitution of the 
president.” said Viktor Ilyu- 
khin, Communist chairman 
of the state Duma security 
commission. 

Thu Duma speaker, Com- 
munist Deput>* Gennady Se- 
leznev, sent a letter to Mr. 
YelLsin informing him that 
the Duma will meet in 
emergency session Friday 
to debate government poli- 
cy in Chechenya. 

"What worries Russian 
parliament members is that 
the disarmament in Che- 
chenya is unilateral. While 
our army is leaving, sepa- 
rati.st fighters are not turn- 


ing in their weapons.’* Mr. 
Seleznev was quoted an say- 
ing by Interfa.x. 

A.sked if impeachment 
proceedings were possible, 
he said: "If there are offens- 
es against the consiicucion, 
what you mention is possi- 
ble.” 

Under the con.stitution. 
the presidenr is guarantor of 
the territorial integrity' ol 
the state. 

Opponents say that Che- 
chenya, which has been 
fighting for independence, 
will .slide out of control. 
Communist partv* leader 
Gennady Zyuganov brand- 
ed the troop withdrawal 
order “anii-consiiiutional." 

The Chechens, and the 
Kremlin peace negotiators, 
say char withdrawing all 
troops, including two bri- 
gades previously slated to 
remain permanently, will 
make a lasting peace possi- 
ble. 

Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, who signed 
an accord on temporary 
relations with Chechen in- 
terim Premier Aslan Mas- 
khadov Saturday, and 
Kremlin Security Council 
Secretary Ivon Rybkin were 
invited to testify before the 
Duma. 


It is unclear how much 
support there will be in the 
Duma for uying to bring 
down Mr. Yeltsin. The par- 
liament has pro^ed ineffec- 
tive in influencing Kremlin 
policy ihroughoul the war 
since it besan in December 
1994. 

The liberal Y’ablpko Party 
has accused the Commu- 
nists of (tying to sabotage 
peace in Chechenya. 

.And the deputy speaker. 
.Mikhail CuLseriev, from the 
Naiionalisr Liberal Derni^:- 
raiic Party. lold ITAR-T.AS.S 
that nothing in Mr. Y'eltsin’s 
decree, or the ,iccord on re- 
lations, "talks about Che- 
chenya leaving Russia.” 

Mr. Rybkin. who coordi- 
nates the peace process tor 
Chechenya. hir back at the 
critics, saying they should 
“go there and look at the 
soldiers lying in the din and 
cold and then decide.” 

Mr. Chernomyixlin met 
with Mr Y'elisin Monday to 
brief him on his meeting 
with Ma.skhadov and to 
"plan future tactics*' on 
Chechenya. a Kremlin 
STutement .said, without giv- 
ing details. 

The Kremlin appeals to 
have given up ii.s disastrous 
2 1 -month war to crush the 


Chechen separatist mo^e- 
ment. but still insists that it 
is not planning to let Che- 
chenya gain independence. 

Under the accord ending 
the *Aar. signed .Aug. .U. 
both sides agreed to simply 
set aside any kind of deci- 
sion on Chechenya's politi- 
cal status for up to five 
years. 

The accord was neguiiai- 
ed after the Chechens 
stunned the Russian mili- 
tary by recapturing the cap- 
ital Grozny in a week-long 
battle, persuading the then 
secretary of the security 
council. .Ale.xandcr Le'neJ. 
that the war w:is unwinna- 
ble. 

.A majority «>f Russian 
troops pulled' out quickly a!'- 
ter the accord anJ the up^i- 
ro.xiniaiely 2LU)()U rem.lin- 
ing are largely aviiined i ;i 
barracks, with the Chechen 
separatists in control of 
every town and village. 

The commander of interi- 
or ministry [.n.>ops .still in 
Chechenya. Genera! .Anato- 
ly Shkirko. told Inieii.iN 
that it would take t\»i> 
months for his iroops [O 
move out. "The military 'si 
business is to carry out or- 
ders. not discu.ss them," he 
said. 


U.S. 

congressman 
leaves for 
North Korea 

TOKYO (AFP) — U.S. 
Representative Bill Ri- 
ch^dson left Tokyo for 
Pyongyang Monday, hop- 
ing to .secure the release of 
an American charged with 
spying by Communist 
North Korea, the U.S. em- 
bassy said. 

Mr. Richardson left Yo- 
koca U.S. Air Force Base in 
Tokyo and will return there 
Tiies^ay with Evan Carl 
' Hunnker, if the mission is 
a success, an embassy offi- 
cial said. 

Neither the United States 
nor North Korea has con- 
firmed the release of Mr. 
Hunziker, a 26-year-old 
missionary from Washing- 
ton state, who was arrested 
in North Korea on Aug. 26. 

He was charged with 
spying for Sou^ Korea. 
The charge carries a possi- 
ble death penalty. 

Mr. Richardson, a De- 
mocrat from New Mexico 
known to have close ties 
with the White House, has 
travelled to the isolated 
Communist state twice 
before. 

U.S. officials and Mr. 
Hunziker’s family have 
denied that he ever worked 
a.s a spy. They say he ap- 
pears to have crossed into 
North Korea from eastern 
China after stripping off 
his clothes and swimming 
the Yalu River. 

On Nov. 6, the U.S. State 
Department said Mr. Hun- 
ziker had been moved from 
a hotel to a prison several 
days after I^ongyang an- 
nounced it would consider 
releasing him on humani- 
tarian grounds. 

Mr. Richardson’s visit 
come the day after South 
Korean EYesident Kira 
Young-Sam promised to 
pursue efforts for Korean 
peninsula peace talks des- 
pite the incursion of a 
North Korean submarine 
into southern territory on 
Sept. 18. 

In a joint statement with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
on the sidelines of the Asia- 
Pacific Economic Coopera- 
tion (APEC) summit in the 
Philippines. Mr. Kim said 
South Korea remained com- 
mitted to a 1994 nuclear 
accord and peace talks with 
the North despite the subma- 
rine incident. 

Mr. Richardson, with his 
early experience as a diplo- 
mat, first visited Pyong- 
yang in December 1994 and 
brought back the remains of 
an American pilot who 
crashed in North Korea. He 
also negotiated the relea.se of 
a surviving co-pilot. 

Last May, Mr. Richard- 
son held talks with North 
Korean officials on efforts 
to account for American 
troops w'ho went missing 
during the 1950-1953 Ko- 
rean War. 


Hier to Korean dynastic throne 
returns to work for unity 


SEOUL (AFP) — The last 
heir to Korea's Yi Dynasty 
throne, bom in Japan where 
his father lived in exile, 
returned here Monday say- 
ing he would devote rest of 
his life to unifying the war- 
ring South and North. 

• L^e Ku. 65. the childless 
son of Lee Un (Prince 
Yongchin), was escorted by 
police motorcade from 
Seoul's Kimpo Airport 
scraighi to the tomb of his 
ancestors where' |boas£U)ds 
of lil^dan bbw^ :d^' 'lidr 
obeisance. 

Dressed in regal robes, 
complete with the Yi Dy- 
nasty jade sceptre and the 
yellow imperial royal drag- 
ons embroidered on bis 
sleeves, Lee Ku attended 
the first full memorial cere- 
mony to the dynasty in 90 
years. 

"1 want to devote the re- 
mainder of my life to unifi- 
cation of South and North 
Korea," he told reporters at 
the airport. 

"My return has great sig- 
nificance because it will put 
an end to the unhappy histo- 
ry of the two nations, which 
has lasted for 90 years since 
my father was taken hos- 
tage in Jtqsan in 1907.” 

"As the last member of 
the royal family. I will pre- 
side over an annual memor- 
ial sep/ice at the shrine 
which bad been stopped 
since the (Japanese) occu- 
pation," he said. 

Aides said the prince, who 
was bom in Japan in 1931 
and whose mother was a 
member of the Japanese ro- 
yal family, had made sever- 
al crips back to Korea since 
independence in 1945. 

But he had been ur'^i'le to 







Wearing the royal clothes of his ancestors, Lee Gu 
(right), the son of the last crown prince of Korea, is 
escort^ by a guide as he tours the family palace of 
Chongmyo, now a tourist attraction, in Seoul Monda> 
(Reuter photo) 


stay “because of persecu- 
tion by government offi- 
cials,*' they said. 

The first post-indepen- 
dence govemmem in the 
South of President Rhee 
Syngman had banned Mr. 
L«. the grandson of Ko- 
rea’s last Lee Dynasty King 
Kojong, from the country as 
a symbol of Japanese colo- 
nial rule. 

Mr. Lee was 14 when the 


Pacific war ended and Ko- 
rea regained its indepen- 
dence. 

He was .sent to ii«e United 
State.’! to study with the help 
of then Pacific Commander 
General Gcoree McAnhur. 
graduated from the Ma^su- 
ciuissetts Institute of Tech- 
nology and married an 
American before returning 
to Japan where 'nc went into 
business. 


IRA truce ejforts progressing well — Bruton 


DUBLIN (AFP) — Irish 
Prime Minister John Bruton 
said Suiiday that moves to 
obtain a new Irish Repub- 
lican Army (TRA) ceasefire 
were progressing well. 

Although refusing to elab- 
orate on the precise role of 
his government in talks to 
re-establish a cessation, Mr. 
Bruton stated: *’I think our 
efforts are going well at the 
present time.” 

Mr. Bruton was .speaking 
to reporters to Dublin at the 
beginning of a crucial w'eek 
for the northern Ireland 
peace process. 

According to Northern 
Ireland parties, British 
Prime Minister John Major 
should this week formally 
reply to joint propositions 
from the IRA's Sinn Fein 
political wing and the Mo- 
derate Nationalist Party the 
Social Democratic and La- 
bour Party (SDLP). 

The two parties say that 
the propositions could res- 
tore the IRA ceasefire 
which collapsed in Feb- 
ruary this year after holding 
for 17 months, when a mas- 


sive bomb ripped through 
the city business district of 
London. 

Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
.Adams told a meeting of his 
party' 's delegates Saturday 
that conditions for a cease- 
fire in the IRA campaign to 
end Briti.sh rule in Nor^em 
Ireland were contained in 
joint proposals from his 
party and the SDLP given to 
major a month ago. 

■fhey demand Sinn Fein's 
early admission to multi- 
party talks without the pre- 
condition of disarmament 
and they also insist on a 
time-table for talks. 

Sinn Fein Chairman Mit- 
chei McLaughlin said Sun- 
day: "John Major hold.s the 
key to peace in Ireland and 
he knows exactly how (hat 
can be achieved." 

‘The British government 
cannot, nor will they be al* 
lowed to. absolve (hem- 
selves of the primary res- 
ponsibility for the reinstate- 
ment of a credible peace 
process." he uiged. 

In the absence of confir- 
mation by Downing Street 


that Mr. Major is ahocr lo 
make a declaration, mi: isier 
of state for .Noirheni Ireland 
Michael Ancrum reitcraiej 
that Sinn Fein would be 
udmined to talks on the 
same ba.sis a.s the other pa.-- 
lies. on condition that their 
ceasefire was genuine ;md 
‘'con.sisient in both aciion.s 
and in w-ords". 

The unioni.st parties, rep- 
resenting Nonlicm Irish 
protestanis who \uint to 
maintain links with Briiuiii. 
are sceptical about (lie tac- 
tics employed b> Sinn Fein. 

In Belfast. Da^id En ine. 
leader of the Pn.igrcssiNe 
Unionist Pariy. a small pro- 
tesiant party close to loyal- 
ist ptu'amilitaries, cummcni- 
ed that "the IRA ceasefire 
riiiial dance has .started.'' 

Ulster Unionist Party lea- 
der David Trimble argued 
that the chances of a ccjisa- 
lion were "extremely re- 
mote." adding that Sinn 
Fein’s talks of peace wa,s "a 
camouflage" for violence. 
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Strikes are legitimate 
last resort 


EMPLOYEES OF the Jordan Electric Power 
Company have agreed to call ofT their five-day 
strike and to accept arbitration. But that does not 
mean an end to the grievances of the about 3000 
workers; and the final settlement of the dispute uith 
the management will have to await the results of 
arbitration. The strike was organised by the Union 
of Electric Woriters for reasons similar to those that 
pnnnpted other professional associations and labour 
uiuons to st^e or threaten strikes. That means there 
is a big problem in management-labour relationship. 
The problem has to be addressed with a multi- 
dimensional approach that takes note of the legal, 
economic and social implications of strikes. 

The right to strike is one guaranteed by democra- 
tic norms and exercised by labour unions in well- 
established democracies. But strikes are usually 
staged as last resorts and after all other possible 
means are exhausted. VVlien labour and manage- 
ment fail to resolve their disputes through negotia- 
tions, labour unions call for strikes as means of 
extracting compliance with their demands. 

There is no reason why labour unions in Jordan 
should not'use strikes to pressure management into 
heeding their demands whenever that is permissible 
by law because neither democracy nor its benefits 
can be maintained if the law is broken. National 
interests also dictate that other options are thor- 
oughly explored before stopping the wheels of pro- 
doction. Strikes are too costly for die country whose 
econemy is struggling to att^n growth. Jordan is in 
the process of re^ructuring its economy and is 
counting the involvement of the private sector 
and foreign investment to achieve higher levels of 
growth. An.iinstable labour market will not attract 
iovestois; it will scare th£ih divdyYO'thit detritoehk of 
aU Jojdanians'.v .usi ;!■: -..i.- 

But fflapi^emait should also recc^ise lhe l^lti- 
mate demands of workers. If is a well-known fact 
that tile living standards of Jordanians have deteri- 
orated in the past few years due to inflation and the 
devaluation of the currency. Ws^es were not adjust- 
ed to cope with the higher costs of living. The state 
of our economy has not allowed the incorporation of 
the principle of indexation under which wages will 
be automatically adjusted to inflation rates. Nor has 
it allowed for the granting of unemployment bene- 
fits, a situation which ne^s to be reviewed years 
after the establishment of the Social Security 
Corporation. While economic constraints and lack 
of resources can make that understandable as far as 
the public sector is concerned, it is a completely dif- 
ferent story when it comes to the private sector. 

Workers are entitled to benefit from the profits of 
their companies. Before the abolition of the martial 
law which banned strikes, many companies could 
get away with ignoring the demands of their work- 
ers. But these are the days of democratisation. 
Workers can make their voices heard and manage- 
ment has no choice but to listen. Labour unions must 
protect the rights of their members but must also 
protect the le^ and political environment which 
has empowered them with the right to do so. 
Management has also to realise that a decently paid 
and comfortable worker is a more productive mem- 
ber of the team. A healthy labour-management rela- 
tkm is one that can only lead to mutual benefits. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A W1UTER for Al Ra'i Monday criiiciscd the European Union 
(EU) and the. United States for failing to suppon Jordan's bid to 
join the World Trade Organisation <WTO). Lust nmnih. a 
Jordanian delegation led bj' the minister of industry and tmde 
opened negodatlons with the WTO and submined a detailed 
political .staiemenL explaining the Kingdom's role in the peace 
process, and a statement depicting the economic situation in 
Jordan and its current economic refomis, said Fohed Fanek. 
Jordan e.\pecied understanding Irom the 2b nations present at the 
negotiaiioas. and indeed speakers for Europe and the U.S. 
expressed support and understanding, but insisted that Jordan 
open up its mariceLs immediately for free trade, witliout being 
gi\-en a grace period to adjust to the WTO conditions and world 
market requiremenis, noted the writer. He said in order to n\er- 
come the obstacles which these nations place before Jordan's 
joining the WTFO, the government is called on to take speedy 
measures to persuade the European nations and the U.S. to be 
more flexible in Jordan's ca.se. He .said that Jordan had hoped that 
these nations would accompany their wonls of understanding and 
good will towards it with practical steps to help the country boost 
iLs economic and trade links with the world. 


BY DELIBERATELY aborting the talks with the Palestinians 
os'er Hebron and the future of the Palestinian lands. Israeli 
Premier Benyamin Netanyahu is in effeci murdering ihe r^ace 
process, said a waiter for Al Ra'i. Sultan Haitob .said Mr. 
Netanyahu does not want to give the Palcsiiniun.s anything and 
rather renegotiate the Oslo and Cairn agreements in order to 
.secure more gains for the Jewish state. The Israeli prime mini.ster 
has been telling lies to the world about his intention to pursue the 
peace process and ho.s been in fact obstniciing the implcmem.i- 
lion of the peace accords with the Palestinians, amiinued the 
writer. By so doing. Mr. Neian-yahu i.s fru.strating the hopes of 
those who had believed in the peace pmeess and the prospects of 
future Arab-Israeli peaceful cocxi.stcnce. said the writer. Faced 
with (his .situation in which murderers and enemies of peace 
assume the leadership of the Jewish slate, the Paleslinioas have 
two aliemaiive.s: succumb to Israel's Jesiras and sicrificc much 
of their hopes and dreams or remain adamant and maintain a slate 
ofhostilitv with the Israeli .luthorities. added the writer. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Five years since Madrid: Who owns this land? 


FIVE ^'E.ARS to the month since .Arabs. Israelis and oth- 
ers ftom around the world gathered in Madrid to launch 
the Amb-Israeli peace negotiations, we find ourselves 
today at a hugely symbolic and momentous crossroads — 
the city of Hebron. In many ways, this ancient town now 
symbolises all that is positive and negative in the five key 
dynamics that have defined the Arab-I.sraeli conflict: .sev- 
eral thousand years of Jewish hi.story. about half a millen- 
nium of often unhappy Arab/lslamic encounters with 
Western colonialism, a century of Zionist-I^lestinuin 
struggle for sovefergnty in Palestine, the last five years of 
negodaiions since the Madrid ccmference. and the last 
three years of negotiations .since the Oslo agreement 
between the PLO and Israel. 

The Madrid and Oslo processes have distilled all of this 
history into the town of Hebron and the larger issues that 
it represents, of which three stand out: identity, .sovereign- 
ty and security. The vitality of the Mudrid/O.slo peace 
process reflects the fact that ii promised to address these 
existential i.ssues in a meaningful and balanced manner, 
for both sides. Fi%'e years after Madrid, the durability of 
the peace process is impressive, in view of the repeated 
and very powerful jolts that it has withstood: the victory of 
the Likud government in Israel. Israel's war a^nst 
Lebanon and assassinations of Palestinians, continued 
expansion of Jewish settlements and confiscations of Arab 
land, assorted forms of non-compliance with peace treaty 
terms by most sides, a powerful disinclination by mosa 
Arabs to have norinal relations with Israelis. Arab terror 
attacks against Israeli civilians, the assassination of 
Yitzhak Rabin, open warfare betuiren f.sraeli and 
Palestinian troops last September, the stultifying impact of 
I.sraeli clo.sure measures on the Pale.stinian ecoi>omy. 
Baruch Goldstein's massacre of praying Palestinians in 
Hebron and other acts of Israeli settler violence, aitd the 
downgrading of the annual Middle East and North .Africa 
economic summit to a conference, to name only the most 
obvious. Despite all this and more, peace lalLs and efforts 
to establish mutually satisfying human relations betw'een 
Arabs and l.sraelis continue apace, testament to the 
strength of the will for Justice, peace and a normal life 
among the majority in both camps. Yet. the peace talks are 
slowing down, nearly stalling. 

The details of the technical negotiations still under way 
over the Israeli redeployment from Hebron hide bigger 
and more fateful principles that have long haunted and tor- 
mented Arab.s and Israeli.^ alike: Are we human beings 
with universal rights, or animals to be penned, brand^. 
beaten and exploited for manual labour^ Where do we 
belong? Who owns this land? Where can we live in safety 
and dignity'? Will our children ever enjoy a rmroial life in 
a normal society, able to walk down the street without fear 
df being killed? 

In the five years since the Madrid conference stoned, we 
have made significant progress towards answering these 
questions: but some major unanswered questions remain, 
and Hebam represents all of those questions wrapped into 
one. Four come to mind today. 

The first is about the “land-for-peace" principle that was 
the basis for the Madrid conference. Israel applies this 
principle more or te«ts fully with the Arab starc.s. returning 
-lo-thdiY all occupied territories in return for full peace, as 
' has happened with Egypt and Jordan and vriil happen with 
Syria and Lebanon. But it applies the principle tmly par- 
tially with the Palestinians — withdrawing from some 


occupied Palestinian lands, while laying claim to eternal 
and sovereign Jewish control of many key towns and 
areas. This is most immediately obvious in Hebron, where 
the Israeli government wanLs to maintain a situation in 
which Jews not only can unilaterally e.stablish sovereign 
clainvs in the middle of the city, but al.so can be protected 
in perpetuity by the armed forces of the Israeli state and by 
the police forces of the Palc.<;tinian authority. 

The Palestinians, interestingly enough, do not necessari- 
ly reject the presence of several hundred Israeli Jews liv- 
ing amldxt several hundred thou.cund Pale.*;tinian Muslim.^ 
and Christians. The Palestinians primarily reject the Israeli 
claim to the right of hot pursuit in the Palestinian areas. 
becau.se this would infringe on the emerging condition of 
Palestinian .sovereignty in the areas vacated by Israel. Both 
agree that the security of Arabs and Israelis must be mutu- 
ally guaranteed for and by both side.s. Security is not the 
i.s.sue: sovereignty is the issue — and it has been ever since 
the modem Arab-Israeli conflict started earlier this centu- 




‘^The five years since Madrid have clari- 
fied the strength of the will to negotiate 
peace in Arab and Israeli societies, but 
they have not yet clarified much more 
than that, especially on the most funda- 
mental issues of land-for-peace, Israeli 
colonial policy and Arab acceptance of 
Israel^' 


The second question that is being clarified is about the 
nature of the majority will in Israel, as manifested by the 
positions of the two biggest Lsraeli parties. Labour and 
Likud. Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu has 
recently mentioned Puerto Rico and Andorra as examples 
of the kind of full autonomy status that the Palestinians 
might enjoy in the future, after the final status negotia- 
tioixs. While thLs is unacceptable tu the Arabs today 
because it is less than full self-determination and indepen- 
dent statehood, it is very noteworthy for what it reveals 
about the convergence within Israel of the Labour and 
Likud positions. Netanyahu's Likud-led government — 
after waving the flags of Jewish fear that got it elected — 
is in the midst of a slow turn towards the Jewish centre, 
where resides that solid majority of Israelis that approved 
of the Labour-led Oslo proces.s and also wants it to con- 
tinue to its logical conclu.sion. The main ideological divide 
today in Israel is not between the government and the 
L;d>our-ied left: it is between the government and the 
crazy right, whether crazed by spirituality, hi.storicol trau- 
ma or obsessions with security. 

The third important issue that a.ssert.s iuself today is the 
suuus of Jewish settlers, including their penchant for ide- 
ological extremism and political violence. Today, as half a 
century ago when Israel was formed, the Jewish popula- 
tion and political leadership in Palestine are engaged in u 
passionate internal debate about the nature of their coun- 
try and its relations with the majority Arab population sur- 
rounding it The most problematic issue is the continued 
e.xpansion of Jewish settlements and the planned creation 


of new settlements on Arab lands, with the formal 
approval, funding and protection of the Israeb govern- 

""pUblic funds from settler communities have been used to 
erect monuments to honour the memory of Baruch 
ColcLslcin — the ugliest Jew, the worsrt face of Zionism 
and Judaism, and I believe, an aberrant fnnge amongst the 
Jewish people. His grave is a cult site tor I^eli extrem- 
ists while the murderer of "Yitzhak Rabin. Yigal Amir, is 
also being hailed as a hero among some segments of 
Israeli socierv. 'The problematic fact now is that the Israeli 
people and government are working overome to ensure 
the residence rights in Hebron of Israeli settlers who 
reflect most of the apartheid-like ideologic^ views and 
provocative activist tendencies of the Goldsteia-Armr 

T^e Israeli government and political establishment are 
openlv talking about measures they must take to counter 
the anticipated violence of Israeli settler extremists when 
the Israeli army redeploys from Hebron. We can take heart 
from the growing awareness in Israel of the danger of 
indigenous Jewish extremists, nut cases and killers: we 
despair, though, from the fact that Israeli society appears 
determined to allow these people to maintain the fruits of 
their colonial land grab since 1967. Israelis must face up 
to the contradictions between the principles of the Madrid 
and Oslo processes, stipulating Israeli withdrawal from 
occupied Arab lands, and the present Israeli govemneni's 
commitment to perpetuating and protecting Zionist colo- 
nial conquests of Palestinian lands. 

The fourth important question that has posed itself since 
the Madrid talks is that of the wider Arab acceptance of 
Israel, which is necessary for genuine peace and stability' 
in the region. On the assumption that Israel was coming to 
terms with P^estinian national rights and its need to with- 
draw' from all occupied Arab lands, most Arab states in 
recent years have signalled their willingness to enter into 
normal relations with Israel. Most of those signals are now 
in hibernation — not dead, but not living either. The mul- 
tilateral talks are barely inching along, the Egyptian pres- 
ident WOOS domestic and Arab support by taiung a hard 
line against Israel, widespread calls were made in the Arab 
World to boycott the Cairo economic conference, and 
political forces in the Arab World that reject normalisation 
with Israel grow steadily stronger, especially in states like 
Jordan and" Egypt that have signed peace treaties with 
Lsrael. .Arab government.^ and leaders that championed 
peace-making with Israel now focus most of their public 
pronouncements on reminding Israel about the need to 
withdraw from occupied .Arab lands, live next to a sover- 
eign Palestinian state and respect the humanity, dignity 
and equality of the Palestinians and other Arabs alongside 
the Israeli people and state. 

As Israel's policy on land-for-peace slips into impreci- 
sion. it reveals a colonial penchant for perpetual occupa- 
tion and dominance: consequently, the wider Arab World's 
position on forging normal, peaceful relations with Israel 
slips into a mode of he.sitoncy that hides a vigorous will to 
resist and to repulse the uglier face of expansiomst 
Zionism militancy that we ore offered today. The five 
years since Madrid have clarified the strength of ilie'will 
to negotiate peace in Arab and Israeli societies, but they 
have not yet clarified much iT| 0 (e than that especially on 
the most fundamental issues 'of land-for-peace, Israeli 
colonial policy and Arab acceptance of Israel. 
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Mission to Zaire: Has the U.N. learned 


the lessons of the past? 
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By Gwymue Dyer 


THE LAST lime the United 
Nations sent a mission to 
Zaire, in the 1960s. it nearly 
destroyed the organisation. 
U.N. Secreiar) -General Dag 
Hammerskjold was killed. 
U.N. troops got caught up in 
chaotic factional fighting, 
and the imerx'cntion dis- 
credited peace-keeping for a 
decade. But this time, they 
promise, it will be different. 

"Bosnia in reverse", the 
optimists in the diplomatic 
world are calling it. In 
Bosnia, the international 
community began by send- 
ing a lightly armed U.N. 
force, and only shifted to n 
.serious militoT)’ inlenentinn 
after three years h.*id passed 
and a tenth of the Bosnian 
population was dead. 
Whereas (his time, in 
Zaire... 

Well, what is so different 
about this time? The 
Canadian-led force . that is 
going to eastern Zaire is not 
heavily armed either, and 
(hough Canadian Defence 
Minister Doug Young said 
Ihe rules of engagement 
would be *Tobusf'. Ihe U.S. 



other outside labaj-jj-j A 
1 .S to understaotk I 


^ the Middle 
^ pn;ve> 


Ea 

and a El 
Barcelona ihi 


«iii« in 

'*hen 


than any 

power. seem.s to understaot^j 
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a million lives and bring 
peace to central Africa, it 
will be necessary to shoot a 
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few casualties. ••«.n.cu j rm 

But the United States and to broa.i,*n 
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embarrassed into volunteer- .''"e non-Fi " ' 

ing troops for Zaire after 
Ottawa went public with its 
offer to command the force, 
still have cold feet. Only 
they have the logistical 
capabilities to deploy such a 
large force in such a remote 
area, but they do not want it 
to be too “military''. 
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This is just the way that 

same countries backed '/[^nsive 


government is not so .sure. 

The mi.ssion is not to dis- 
arm militants, nor to con- 
duct any forced entry into 
the area, nor to police 
refugee camps." said White 
Hou.se spoke.sman Mike 
McCurry. 

Then what i> it for'? Why. 
to feed the refugees, silly. 
We will all go oul there and 
succour the starx'ing. but we 
will a\oid any entanglement 
with the si.N armed" forces 
that are operating in the 
vicinity. .And while we ore at 
it. we will also walk on 
water. 

The moment that the 
multi-national forces arrive 
in eastern Zaire, they will 
have to start dealing with 
the political realities of a 
War zone in the aftermath of 


a genocide. The rebels who 
control all the cities ami air- 
ports of eastern Zaire, for 
example, have .>tated that 
they will fire on any French 
lroop.s that tries to land. 
“They are not impartial in 
this region.” said rebel com- 
mander Andre Ki.ss.Tsse; 
“we cannot accept French 
(roop.s coming here." 

Kissassc'.s mistrust i.s 
understandable, for \hc 
rebels are ethnic Tutsis. and 
France went cm .sending 
arms to the ruling Hutu 
extremists who ma.s.sacred 
over up to a million Tuisis 
and Hutu moderates in 
neighbouring Rwanda in 
1994 right down to the end. 

When Rwandan Patriotic 
Front troops (mostly Tulsis) 
finally drove that genocidal 
regime out of Rwanda. 
French troops then heljwd 
the Hutu perpclrutors of the 
genocide to eseape into 
^ire — where their defeat- 


ed army and the I'unnticul 
Intenihamwc miiiliu. still 
heavily armed, have con- 
trolled the refugee camps 
ever .since. 


In fact, there is only a 
"refugee" problem there, 
because the pcrpeiniiors of 
the genocide, in order to 
fweserve their power base 
and their hopes for a come- 
back, have forcibly kept a 
million people in the camps 
in cu.sicm 2^ire. They killed 
those who tried to go home 
to Rwanda, though the new 
Rwandan government has 
avoided indiscriminate 
vengeance for the mas- 
sacres, and us time went on. 
they also begun to mount 
armed raids acros.s the bor- 
der into Rwanda. 

All the while, intcrnulion- 
ai aid flowed into the 
camps, in efloci susiuining 
the mass murderers. “Wc 
haw been culling for inier- 
vcnliun against lhe.se people 


since 1994." said Rav 
Wilkson. spoke.sman for the 
U.N. High Commissioner 
lor Refugees. “But the inier- 
nuiinnul community refused 
proposals from (U.N. 
Secretary-General J Boutros 
Ghali. This has come 
incredibly late." 

All the inlemadunal aid 
ugcncie.s take the .same line. 
"Any intcrnaiiunal force 
nuisi have a mandate to dis- 
arm the Hutu militia and the 
former government forces." 
says Ian Bray of O.xfatn. 
But for two years the imer- 
nuiiontil commimiiy poured 
aid into camps controlled bv 
killers who refused to let the 
refugees go home, while 
.sending very litlle to desper- 
ately poor Rwiinda it.self. 

It was the rebel Tutsi 
forces ol ca.siern Zaire (with 
tacit support from Rwanda i 
who broke this stalemate 
last month by driving the 
Zairean forces out of the 


region, and driving the Hutu 
refugees out of the camps. It 


has created an enormous 
humanitarian crisis, with up 
to a million people on the 
run without food or water, 
but the goal was to separate 
the refugees from their tor- 
mentors and let the innocent 
majority go home to 
Rwanda. 

if the Canadian-led force 
of 10-12.000 troops now 
heading for Zaire adopts the 
same goal, then it will not 
only save the sick and the 
.starving, but also end desta- 
bilisation of all the region '.s 
borders. If it dodges the 
is.sue and .simply 
reestablish the 
claiming a purely 
tari^“ role, then .. 

achieve none of its goals 

and soon enough people on 
all side.s will be shooting at 

Canada, which has more 
experience in the 


the 

into the Bosnian 
which was made far messic/ 
by their pu.sillanimity. In 
military matters, as any pro- 
fe.ssionai soldier will tell 
you. you must have a clear 
goal that takes account of 
the local realities. 

The rest of the world can- 
not let another million peo- 
ple die needlessly in cenual 
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comrolling eastern Zaire, 
said Rwandan President 
Pasteur Bizimungii oo ^iniern.,,. 
Wednesday. “But in order ^ *'onai 
for this operation to work, 
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Regent pays tribute 


to Armed Forces 
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AMMAN (Petra) — His 
RoyaJ Highness Crown 
Prince Hasson, the Regent, 
said Mondoy that the Jor- 
danian Armed Forces form 
a good model to be fol- 
lowed by all sectors. 

should develop our 
perfonnaoce to reach the 
international standards," he 
said to Armed Forces ofH- 
cers in a meeting he held 
during a visit to the Royal 
Staff and Command Col- 
lege. 

The Regent said the 
Artned Forces provided the 
Jordanian and other for- 
eign maiicets with man- 


power andexpenise. 

Attending the meeting 
were Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs-of-Siaff Field .Mar- 
.shal Abdul Hafez Mirai and 
other senior armv officers. 


Saudi prince thanks 

Rcgenl 


The Regent received a 
me.ssage from Prince Abdu- 
lah Ben Abdul Aziz of 
Saudi Arabia expreK.*;ing 
his appreciation of the 
Regent for his message of 
condolences to I^nce 
Abdullah over the recent 
air disaster involving a 
Saudi plane in India. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Saudi prince files suit against Oar Ai Sayyad 


BEIRUT iR» — Saudi Prince Waled Ben Talal has filed 
a lawsuit against the owners of one of Lebanon's biggest 
publication hou.ses. accusing them of breaching a sales 
agreement with his Lebanese mother, his lawyers said on 
Monday. The jmncc’s lawyers told Reuters the dispute 
arose after the Freiha family, owners of Dar Al Sayvod 
iDtemotional. refused to sell to Princess .Mona Al Solh 50 
per cent of the house as stated in a 1993 agreement. 
Prince Talal, a billionaire businessman, had already paid 
50 per cent of the sales price to the Freiha family but it 
was refunded by the Freihas, the lawyers added. Ilham 
Freiha, a major shareholder in Oar Al Sayyad 
iniemadona], said the family has filed a counter suit. 


Police chief suspended in Minya 


MINYA (AFP) — A police chief was suspended from 
work and several senior officials summoned for investi- 
gation after the killing of three policemen by militants, 
police sources said on Monday. The three died on the 
spot when militants disguised as police officers raked a 
police post in the southern Minya province with auto- 
matic weapons fire from the back of a van. 


British defence secretary to visit UAE 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — British Defence Secretary 
Michael Ponrllo is due to visit the United Arab Emirate.s 
(UAE) this week for his second time in 1996, the British 
embassy said here Monday. Mr. Portillo, who made a 
two-day visit in January, will arrive on Thursday. The 
UAE and Britain have been locked in negotiations over 
the past three years for a defence pact which could give 
Britain greater access to the Emirates* lucrative weapons 
market. • ••••. >. ,• 
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Netanyahu quash^ bid to change antheiu. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netany;:Uiu on Monday quashed attempts to hold an offi- 
cii debate on changing Israel's national anthem "Hotik- 
va” (hope), officials said. A ^kesman for the prime 
minister said Mr. Netanyahu was furious over press 
reports that he backed efTons to modernise Hatikvu, 
wUch was written in 1878 by the Jewish poet Nafiali 
Herz Imber and served as a rallying song for the Zionist 
movement ^fore becoming the nation^ anthem when 
Israel was created in 1948. 


Kabariti, Aznar hold talks 


(Continued from page 1) 


held in Madrid in 199] to 
launch the Middle East 
peace process and a EU 
meeting in Barcelona this 
year when the European 
bloc announced a major 
initiative to broaden coop- 
eration and strengthen ties 
with the non-EU Mediter- 
ranean countries. Jordan i.*: 
considered as a Mediter- 
ranean state by the EU. 

.Mr. Kabariti said Jordan 
hc^)ed that the pioce'ss 
launched in Madrid and 
Barcelona “will continue 
and will be translated into 
meeh?mi<m»; [hat will lead 
us to a conclusive, just 
con^>rehensive peace and 
... to the land of partnership 
that Europe and the 
M^ternmean countries 
have to really ensure the 
stability and to ensure the 
peace and security needed 
in the area." 

Mr. Kabariti ibanked 
Spain for its support for 
Jordan and the Middle East 
peace process. 

“I would like also to 
en^jhasise that Jordan will 
do whatever it takes to 
ensure the success of the 
Qussion of Mr Moratinos,'’ 


said Mr. Kabariti. “1 have 
listened to the wise assess- 
ment of your government 
regarding peace, the Euro- 
pean partnership, regional 
issues, whether it is Iraq or 
Iran, regarding the support 
we will be gening from 
your country in terms of 
bilateral relations and pro- 
moting Spanish invest- 
ments in Jordan and 
increasing the trade 
between our two coun- 
tries,*' he said. 

“1 hope that this good 
relationship will continue 
and it will deepen in a sense 
that it will become a model 
to the relationship that any 
Arab country would like to 
have w'ith European coun- 
tries," he added. 

Jordan respects Spain 
very much, he added. 

The Spanish premier 
hosted a lunch in the hon- 
our of the prime minister 
and a delegation accompa- 
nyilng him. 

Earlier in the day. Mr. 
Kabariti met the bead of the 
Spanish agency for 
international cooperation 
and discussed with him 
bilateral cooperation in 
economic. ■ cultural and 
financial fields. 


1997 draft budget unveiled 


(Contioued from page 1) 
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ilie intemational prices of 
wheat • 

*— the estimates fit in 
with the economic 
^^Bsirucniring programme. 

— The increase in capital 
^penditures means 
^liger focus on infra- 
structure with a view to 
snaking the investment cli- 
-more attractive to 

capital. 

“Riially, the government 
completed work on the 


draft budaei in time under 
Constitutional procedures 
so that it could be referred 
to Parliament for debate.** 
said Mr. Awad. The budget 
should be approved before 
midnight Dec. 31. 

Replying to a question 
the minister said the draft 
budget does not include 
any revenue expectations 
from the sale of govern- 
ment equity in commercial 
establishments in line with 
the country’s privansaiion 
programme. 



BEIRUT PROTEST: A demonstrator holds up his hands in chains outside 
Lebanon’s parliament during a protest on Monday against a law that will dose 
most private television and radio stations by Nov. 30. The placard behind him in 
French says: “No nation without information” (Reuters photo) 


Mordechai visits Hebron 


ahead of resumed talks 


Palestinians lodge strong written 

protest against settlement plans 

New dispute ertijits over Nablus site 


HEBRON (Agencies) — 
Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai toured 
the flashpoint city of 
Hebron on Monday ahead 
of a resumption of negotia- 
tions with the Palestinians 
over on army withdrawal 
in the city. 

*'We are continuing the 
talks. 1 hope (Palestinian 
President Ya.s.ser) Arafat 
will allow them ro come to 
a close and will .sign an 
accord with us." Mr. 
Mordechai told joumtUisis 
during the visit. 

Meanwhile, the top Pales- 
tinian negotiator said .Mon- 
day the expansion oflsroeli 
scnlemems will lead Israel 
and the Palestinian's back 
into confrontation in a 
strongly worded letter to 
his Israeli counterpan. 

In a letter to Dan Shom- 
ron, Soeb Ereka( said the 
decision by the I.sraeli gov- 
ernment 10 build new 
homes in West Rank sctilv- 
ments “is not only a viola- 
tion of the signed agree- 
ments, but ol.so buries the 
hoped-for expectations of 
peace.” 

“if this settlement policy 
continues, it will lead the 
two peoples — the P:iles- 
tinians and Israelis — back 
to confrontation,'’ Mr. 
Erekai said. 

Mr. Erekai said setilemem 
expansion i.s banned by tiic 
existing Israeli-Palcstiniiui 
agreements, which say nei- 
ther side should take unilat- 
eral step.s to change the sta- 
tus quo in the West Bunk or 
Gaza Strip pending negoti- 
ations on a final peace .set- 
tlement. 

Earlier moncbiy, Lsraeli 
Prime Mini.sier Benyamin 

Netanyahu urged Mr. 

Arufui not to get onto a path 
of conflict with Israel. 

“Both side.s iniisi choose 
between u direction of 
cooperation and increasing 
trust, or a deicrioraiion of 
the situation and reduction 
of trust," he .said ai u news 
conference at which he crit- 
ici.scd the Pole.stinian 
proie.si Sunday that 
blocked .settlers in the Gazu 
Strip from leaving their sei- 
ilemeni. 

Mr. Netanyahu accused 
Mr. Arafat of instigating the 


protest. 

There hud been specula- 
tion that l.sraeli-Pale.siinian 


talks on Israel's eight- 
month overdue troop with- 
drawal from Hebron would 
resume Monday after a 
four-day hiatu.s. But Mr. 
Erekat said Monday 
evening that no meeting 
was scheduled. 

In Hebron. Mr. 

Mordechai inspected barri- 
cades set up around Jewish 
settlements and toured 
Shuhuda Street, a main 
artery running by the Jew- 
ish enclaves. The street has 
been closed to Palestinians 
since 1994. 

Hebron’s seitlers, who are 
vehemently opposed to any 
army redeployment, asked 
Mr. Mordechai during lalLs 
not to meet Palestinian 
demands to reopen the 
sireei. a topic which has 
been a main sticking point 
in negotiations. 

The Israeli official also 
met with Palestinians in the 
nearby .Arab market, hear- 
ing complaints about 
Shuhada Suvet and alleged 
settler aggression again.M 
local residents. 

“Everyone csin live in 
Hebron,” Mr. Mordechai 
told the Palestinians during 
their chut, surrounded by a 
heavy cordon of the mini.s- 
tcr's bodyguards. 

In Nablus. Palestinian 
officials rejected Israeli 
army demands on Monday 
to put new buildings up at 
■ Joseph's Tomb," a contro- 
versial holy site on the out- 
skirts of this West Bank 
.self-rule city. 

Nablus Governor Mah- 
moud Al Aloul told AFP 
that Israeli officers 
demanded at a meeting that 
two. mobile buildings and a 
new entrance be added to 
the Israeli-controlled site, 
wlrcre six .soldiers were 
killed in clashes with Pale.s- 
linian police and demon- 
sinitors in September. 

“We met with (he Israelis 
today and we refused their 
demands for changes to the 
agreed situation al the site,*' 
Mr. Aloul said. 

Under the 1995 Oslo 
accords extending self-rule 
in the West Bank. Nablus 
wiLs turned over to Palcsii- 
nun control except for the 
tomb compound, which 
Jewish radicals eluiin is the 
burial pliice of the Patri- 
arch Joseph, although secu- 
lar Israelis and I’ulesiinians 


say it is the grave of a Mus- 
lim holy man. 

Jewish militants have set 
up a religious school in the 
compoui^ which is under 
permanent army guard. 

The army has demanded 
it be allowed lo place two 
new mobile concrete struc- 
tures in the compound to 
serve as living quarters for 
the soldiers, to open a new 
gate through the wall sur- 
rounding the site and to 
station an onny ambulance 
inside. 

The Palestinians respond- 
ed that they were only pre- 
ptired to return the site to 
its “previous siiuaiion” — 
one small two-room cara- 
van for the soldiers — and 
to pul u Ptilestinion ambu- 
lance at the disposition of 
the compound. 

.Any other change.s would 
violate the terms of Nablus 
autonomy as laid out in the 
Oslo peace accords, they 
said. Negotiations on t)>e 
Nablus tomb are continu- 
ing:. Mr. .Aloul said. 


Norway to pressure 
Israel 


Norway plans to put 
pressure on Israel to reach 
on agreement on Hebron 
when Norwegian Foiei^ 
Minister BJoem Twe 
Godal meets his f:q^Ii 
counierpan David Levy on 
Tue.sday, the foreign min- 
istry said in Oslo. 

“There is increasing 
impuif«mce on the Nwwc- 
gion side over the fact that 
the negotiations Hebron 
in the West Bank ore drag- 
ging on." foreign minijary 
spokesman Ingv^ Havnen 
.said Monday. 

‘The Norwegian observer 
force in Hebn^n cannot stay 
cm forever without an 
agreement,** he added. 

Some 4(1 unanntM Nor- 
wegian observers arc in 
Hebron to monitor the 
planned redeployment of 
the Israeli anny. *n« Nor- 
wegians' mandate expired 
earlier this fall, but has 
been extended on u month 
by month basis. 

Mr. Levy arrived in 0.slo 
on Monday for an officiai 
visit and to attend the two- 
day meeting of the World 
Jewish Congress. 


Rancia Habib’s 

===== corner 


Back in business 


WHEN THE idea of reviving this 
comer, which had appeared in the 
Jordan Times for many years, came 


up a&uin. the nostulcia of the cood 
old ■ 


days made it veiy' templing. Thus, 
despite my other joummistic woil: 
that takes a lot of my time. 1 decided 
to do it. 

Randa Habib's Comer saw the light 
on an April day in 1982 and was put 
to rest voluntarily at the end of I9S9, 
with the launching of the democraii- 
sation process in the country. I 
thought then that since people were 
being able to write, talk. e.xpre.ss their 
ideas more freely after 1989. there 
would be no point in continuing the 
comer. After all. the idea of siarcTng it 
in the first place was to say some- 
thing in a special way that could not 
be said otherwise. 

But we can still have fun together, 
talk of blunders and bloomers, taken 
from ourdM.ily life. And of course, the 
bottom line remains the same: any 
resemblance to persons dead or alive, 
is intended. 

But having said this, we can get 


down to the first order of business 
here. 

Talking of business, I want readers 
to know that I decided to open a 
school. What? Everybody does, SO 
why not me? It is an excellent busi- 
ness and God knows we all need the 
money. Have you checked the prices 
recently? Cnizy .And to make sure 
that the income is attractive. I am 
going to hire teachers that accept low 
wages, without scrutinising their cre- 
dentials too much. 

I am looking for a locution for my 
school. So. if vou happen to know of 
an empty building, with no gulden, 
on a very crowded street prerenibly 
facing a gas .'Uation. please let me 
know. 

My new .school will be great. I will 
give ir a flashy, foreign sounding 
name, with ilie fees very hioh to 
make it look really serious anJ pro- 
fes.sional. 

But I will not slop there. ( am plan- 


ing, at a later stage, to o^en a univer- 


si^. And. why not, a nospital too. 
But I will talk about that later. 


U.N. arms inspector reports 


‘grave problems’ with Iraq 


BAGHD.AD (R) — A 
senior arms o/ficiul on 
Monday reported the Unit- 
ed Notions still faced “very 
grave problems" in its 
efforts to ensure Iraq is not 
concealing banned Scud 
missiles. 

Charles Duelfer, deputy 
chairman of the U.N. Spe- 
cial Commission 

(UNSCOM). told reporters 
before leaving Iraq he had 
“very constructive talks" on 
U.N. monitoring to ensure 
Iraq does not again acquire 
weapons of mass destnic- 

tiOD. 

. But Mr. Duelfer .said there 
were other problems 
between Iraq and 
UNSCOM, which is over- 
seeing Iraqi disarmament 
under the 1991 Gulf war 
ceasefire. particularly 
Baghdad’s refusk to allow 
the wreckage of scrapped 
missile engines out of Iraq 
for analysis. 

“There are some very 
grave problems in other 
areas and those remain. I 
have not talked about the 
problems we have with mis- 
sile engines which Iraq still 
refuses to pennit to leave 
the country," be said. 

He said Iraq’s refusal vio- 
lated its obligations under 
the ceasefire that ended the 
Gulf war. when a U.S.-led 
coalition freed Kuwait from 
Iraqi occupation. 

Baghdad has asked 
UNSCOM to send experts 
to .study the engines inside 
Iraq, saying the request for 
their removal was intended 
to prolong sanctions 
imposed for its I99t' inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

UNSCOM Chairman Rolf 
Ekeus. currently on a Gulf 
lour to raise money for his 
cash-strapped commissioru 
said in Kuwait on Sunday 
be feared Iraq was trying to 
hide operational missile 
engines by destroying “use- 
less" locally-made ones. 


“Iraq produced some 
home-made Scud type 
engines that were useless 
but we are afraid they have 
been mixed into this (1991- 
92) destruction and high- 
quality rocket engines were 
taken out and hitUen." said 
Mr. Ekeus at the end of a 
Kuwait visit. 

About 60 engines for 
long-range missiles that 
Iraq said it destroyed in 
1992 are in boxes at 
UNSCOM headquarters in 
Baghdad ready for ship- 
ment abroad. Another 20 to 
25 engines remain buried at 
two sites near Baghdad. 
U.N. officials said. 

UNSCOM suspects Iraq 
may be hiding up to 16 mis- 
siles with ranges beyond tbe 
150 kilometres Baghdad is 
allowed to possess or manu- 
facture under the ceasefire 


is implemented (see page 1) 
Un^r the deal sign^ in 
may, Iraq con sell limited 
quantities of oil to raise 
money for not only food 
and medicine but also to 
defray costs incurred by 
UNSCOM and other U.N. 


terms. 

Iraq in the past did not 
object to the removal by the 
U.N.'s nuclear watchdog, 
the Intemational Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA), of 
its stocks of nuclear fuel. 

The United Nations will 
not lift a ban on Iraqi oil 
exports until UNSCOM 
says Iraq no longer has any 
banned weapons of mass 
de.siruciion and cannot 
replace them. 

.Mr. Duelfer arrived in 
Baghdad on Friday and held 
talks with Oil Minister Gen- 
eral Amir Rasheed, former 
head of the Military Indus- 
trialisation Commis.sion 
(MIC) and Dhaif Abdul 
Majeed, current IvUC chair- 
man. 

In Riyadh. Mr. Ekeus ' 
meanwhile a.sked Saudi 
officials for funds for 
UNSCOM. 

Mr. Ekeus stud after his 
talks in Riyadh that the 
Saudis “clearly ore under- 
standing and sympuchedc," 
although his request for 
ftinds may be a moot point 
if the U.N. oil-for-food deal 


agencies. 

Mr. Ekeus said his talks 
with the Saudi foreign min- 
ister, Prince Saud Al Faisal, 
were “very constructive and 
cordial." Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait contributed S3 mil- 
lion each to UNSCOM's 
S39'iniIlion '^tnidget last 
• year.”!".' f| 

Kuwiui'fias'‘-‘express^ in 
principhr 9«adhiess to sup- 
pon" UNSeiEiM fmanfeial- 
ly. Mr. Ekeus said, after 
warning that UNSCOM 
risked running o(it of funds 
by the end of the year and 
have to close its operations. 

UNSCOM’s l^et helps 
pay for inspections of sus- 
pected weapons sites and a 
high-tech surveillance sys- 
tem aimed at disarming Iraq 
of nuclear, biological and 
chemical weapons as well 
05 ballistic missiles. 

Saudi officials told AFP 
they "understood" 

UNSCOM’s situation but 
also recalled there would 
no problem if tbe oil-fbr- 
fbod deal were implement- 
ed and expressed hope it 
would be carried out early 
next year. 

Mr. Ekeus said he h:id 
raised the finartcial prob- 
lems while visiting Wash- 
ington, London and Paris 
and would discuss them fur- 
ther with Gulf Arab states 
which are expected to 
the i.ssue at their'Dec. 7-9 
summit in Qatar. 

The U.N. ofriciol. who 
travels to Oman on Tues- 
day, said he also briefed the 
Saudis on the status of 
efforts to disarm Iraq of 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 


U.S. to evacuate 4,000 Kurds 


WASHINGTON (AFPJ — 
The U.S. government 
announced plans Monday to 
evacuate si>me 4.(X)0 Kurdish 
aid workers from northern 
Iraq and resettle them in the 
United States, launching the 
third operation for Iraqi 
Kurds since September. 

'The United States dues 
have plans to evacuate a 
group of employees uf Amer- 
ican non-gnvemmemal 
organisaiiim.s,“ State Depon- 
mem spokesman Glyn 
Davies said. 

"We've decided that on bal- 
ance these people were at a 
level of risk that necessitated 
bringing them out.” said Mr. 
Davies, adding that the oper- 
ation will begin "in the com- 
ing days.” 

U.S. uuihoriiie.s airlifted 
about 2.140 Kurds who 
worked for the U.S. 

government in September 
and an additional 7(K) Kur- 
dish opposition aciivi.sis were 
evacuated in October. 

But the aid workers would 


be ciij I.jgesi group to be 
utxen out of northern Iraq 
since Iraqi troops made their 
incursion into the Kurdish- 
populated area in late August, 

(J.S. officials have main- 
tained that Iraqi agents con- 
tinue to operate in nonhem 
Iraq and have targeted for 
reprisals those Kurds who 
have been associated with the 
U.S. government. 

Among ihtise who were 
first taken out were Kurds 
who had .supported U.S. 
intelligence activities in 
northern Iraq that were meant 
to undermine the regime of 
Iraqi President Suddum Hus- 
sein. 

But the U.S. decision 
capped weeks of indecision 
in the administration which 
had maintained ihui the Kur- 
dish aid wt\rkers did mti face 
an imminent threat. 

'This is very encouraging 
news.” said Mike Kiemun. 
.spokesman for interaction, on 
umbrella group of American 
aid ucencies that led the 


charge for the evacuation of 
the relief wuikers. 

"The administration is act- 
ing very responsibly in pro- 
tecting these Kurds who 
risked their lives in the pro- 
tection of odiers." he stud. 

Twelve U.S. agencies that 
provide relief to nonhem Iraq 
had intensified a campaign 
over the past two weeks to 
persuade the administration 
to move quickly to mount an 
evacuation. 

Directors of the organisa- 
tions met with nlTicials from 
the Nuiionul Security Council 
and the Ju.ttice £)epanmeni to 
convince them that the Kurds 
were at risk and ihm they did 
not po.se a threat to U.S. secu- 
rity. Mr. Kiemun said. 

They aigued that the Unit- 
ed States hod a moral obliga- 
tion towards the aid workers 
•who helped establish the 
iniqi Kurdi.sh safe haven that 
was declared by the United 
States. France and Britain 
during the 1991 Gulf war. 





1 0 


7 \ 






8 Economy 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, November 26, 1996 



Arabs to invest $38 billion 
in petrochemicals, refining 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab states will invest near- 
ly $38.1 billion in file next 
four years to set up new 
petrochemical and refining 
projects and expand exist- 
ing units, according to a 
Gulf study. 

Around S23.5 billion will 
be pumped into the petro- 
chemical sector while the 
rest will cover upgrading 
existing refineries, tte 
Saudi-based Arab Petrole- 
um Investment Corporation 
(APICorp) said. 

The study, published in 
the Arab Oil and Gas maga- 
zine showed Saudi Arabia 
and its Gulf neighbours 
Kuwait Qatar. Oman and 
the United Arab Emirates 
fUAE) will be the main 
investors, spending around 
$19.4 billion on petro- 
chemicals and S6.2 billion 


on refining. 

The bulk of in\-e.stment by- 
Saudi Arabia, the world's 
top oil producer and 
exporter, will cover petro- 
chemicais os it is already 
the biggest refining centre 
in the Arab World. Its petro- 
chemical imestmenis are 
expected to exceed S8.2 bil- 
lion covering ethylene, 
ammonia and urea. 

The UAE will spend more 
than SI billion to establish 
a petrochemical industry 
and it is set to become a 
major regional refining cen- 
tre when expansion at iLs 
largest refinery is complet- 
ed by 2000. 

According to the state-run 
Emirates Industrial Bank, 
refining output capacity in 
the. UAE will climb to 
around 620.000 barrels per 
day (bpd). more than dou- 


ble current capacity. 

The increase means that 
the UAE -will refine around 
25 per cent of its projected 
crude production in 2000. 

Expan.sion in the petro- 
chemical sector was 

prompted by growing 

domestic and external 

demand and is port of 
attempts by Arab pountries 
to diversify their economies 
and lessen reliance on 
\-olatile oil earnings. 

World demand for petro- 
chemicals is set to .surge as 
more markets are expected 
to emerge following the 

1994 creation of the World 
Trade Organisation. 

Arab states sit atop 60 per 
cent of the world's recover- 
able oil reserves and 20 per 
cent of gas reserves. Most 
of the Arab reserves are 
based in the Gulf. 


APICorp, owned by the 
governments of 10 Arab oil 
producers, said Saudi Ai&r 
bia and the UAE could 
finance their petrochemical' 
and refining investment 
from their own resources. 
But the other Arab coun- 
tries need to borrow around 
70 per cent of the costs of 
their projects, it added. 

The report said the new 
projects and expansion of 
existing facilities would 
sharply boost Arab refining 
and petrochemical produc- 
tion. 

It gave no figures but 
according to the Organisa- 
tion of Arab Petroleum 
Exporting Countries, cur- 
rent Arab refining capaci^ 
is estimated at arouiid six 
million bpd while petro- 
chemical output excels 12 
million tonnes per year. 


Peace chill deepens Israel’s crisis 


TEL A^^V fAP) — After 
five years of record growth 
fiiell^ by peacemaking 
with the Arabs. Israel's 
economy is in trouble. 

But in a sign of gloomier 
times. Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
declared this month that the 
economy was **on the edge 
of the abyss" and 
aiuiounced new belt-tight- 
ening measures. 

His harder line has created 
a decided shift in the atmos- 
phere. 

rsnael's previous labour 
government appeared head- 
ed toward p^ce wifii the 
Palestinians and Syria, and 
fostered business and diplo- 
matic ties throughout the 
Arab World. 

That not only opened 
regional markets' but also 
brought links to countries 
like Japan- and emerging 
markets that long shunned 
the JeiKish state. The sense 
that Israel was out of danger 
^wned a deluge of forei^ 
investment flooded 

Israel’ with Western brand 
names from Toys-R-Us to 
Buiger King. 

Mr. Netanyahu maintaias 
that the wealth of the past 
years was a bubble that had 
to burat.The opposition — 
and many economists and 
businesspeople — say the 
undoing of the peace 


process is to blame. 

In any cose, there is no 
debating the sorry statistics: 

— Economic growth, 
which topped 4U per cent in 
1990-1995 and was over 
seven per cent last year, has 
tumbled to half that le\'el. 
and per capita growth of 
close to zero is expected 
next year. 

— Exports will rise this 
year by only four per cent a 
third of the recent average 
annual increo.se. 

— Summer tourist 
arrivals were 10 percent. 

— Unemployment, which 
fell steadily in recent years, 
is rising. 

Textile factories are clos- 
ing, and even Scitex Corp., 
flagship of Israel's vaunted 
hi-tech industry, announced 
third-quarter losses of S15I 
million and plans to fire 
400. 

"TTie slowdown is very 
serious." Ptahia Ba^Shavit. 
chief economist for Bank 
Hapoalim. told the Associ- 
ated Press. He said fitat 
while there were many rea- 
sons for the decline, "the 
diplomatic situation has a 
great impaa on the econo- 
my." 

And the diplomatic situa- 
tion is shaky. Fighting 
between Israeli and Pales- 
tinian forces in September 
killed 79. and the impie- 


mentation of the autonomy 
accords is stalled. There are 
murmurs of war with Syria 
now that Mr. Netanyahu has 
removed the Golan Heights 
as bait for a peace treaty. 

Some effects on the econ- 
omy: 

— Miliiaiy spending, 
which fell from a third of 
GNP at the height of the 
Arab-Israeli confoct to less 
than a tenth, will rise for the 
first time in years. 

— Israel television 
revealed this week that most 
of the road works budget 
has been moved to West 
Bank - meaning more lost 
work hours in tr^c jams in 
badly congested central 
Israel. 

— Tmmigrarion is falling. 
The 750,000 ex-Soviet 
immigrants of recent years 
were a key factor in the eco- 
nomic bobm. 

There -are fears that for- * 
eign investment may be dry- 
ing up too. 

One Israeli stockbroker 
who returned from a failed 
effort to interest Americans 
in Israel said he had "‘felt 
like a whiskey salesman in 
Mecca." 

And Jonathan Colber. 
head of Ciaridge Israel Inc., 
one of the largest foreign 
inrestment groups, has 
bowed out of the bidding 
for the Baifi; H^ioalim pri- 


vatisation and says his plans 
for local investments are 
mostly are on hold 

Mr. Bar-Shavit noted 
howevier, that the invest- 
ment decline in most areas 
has been offset by a rise in 
investments in high-tech 
industries, where markets 
are mostly in the West and 
are therefore less affected 
by regional troubles. He 
estimated 1996 foreign 
investment may nearly 
equal last year's $2 billion. 

Mr. Netanyahu has argued 
that his problems are inher- 
ited 

In its euphoria, the previ- 
ous government spent too 
freely, he said, forcing the 
ceno^ bank to keep interest 
rates high to food off infla- 
tion. As a result the shekel Is 
overvalued — stifljng 
oqxirts. harming industry 
arid lovrering tax revenues. 

Mr. Netanyahu said Israel 
must balance the "national 
overdraft, which the previ- 
ous government left for us." 
by cutting some seven bU- 
lion shekels ($2.2 billion) in 
government spending. 

The Peace Now move- 
ment said that would not be 
enough. "Without the peace 
process, budget cuts will not 
help Israel's economy." the 
group said 


THE Daily Crossword by Raymond Hamel 


ACROSS 
1 Seagulls 
5 Magician's garb 
9 Innocent ones 

14 Bit of gossip 

15 Melody 

15 Leap with )oy 

17 German 
courtesy title 

18 Goes bad 

1 9 'Silence of the 
Lambs" director 

20 Fair attraction 

23 Vigor 

24 To's opposite 

25 Dresser 
compartments 

27 Install a lawn 

30 Warhot 

33 Actor Sharif 

34 Computer 
command 

36 Blinker 

38 Wound 
protection 

41 " — Venner" 
(Holmes work) 

42 Be in debt 

43 Warmed-over 

44 Left 

45 Cobbler’s tools 

46 Sparing of 
words 

47 Moran or Gray 

49 WWII town 

51 Toper 

52 NJ town 

55 Three 

57 Lubricant 

58 Carnival treat 

64 Poet Sylvia 

66 Own 

67 Plus 

68 Famed skater 
of old 

69 Virginia willow 

70 Sudden shock 

71 Did sums 

72 Singer Vikki 

73 Uses a straw 

DOWN 

1 Offend 

2 Raison d' — 

3 Erode 

4 Little blue 
creature 
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AH n{^ts lesarvM 

5 Novelist 
McCuliers 

6 Lined up 

7 Gist 

8 Alleviated 

9 Turmoil 

10 Rail-splitter’s 

tool 

11 Amusement 
park vehicles 

12 “—Gantry" 

13 Course 

21 Furious 

22 Cupid 

26 Ex^nd 
thwghtlessly 

27 Throw out 

28 Narrow fillet 

29 Theme park 

31 Gulf of Aden 
vessel 

32 Two-masted 
vessels 

35 Part of TNT 
37 Cozy abode 

39 To boot 

40 Root 
vegetable 


SerMces, me 
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43 Unperturable 
one 

45 Part of A.D. 

48 Crawled 
50 Kind of algebra 

52 Glover film 

53 Was sick 

54 Work — 


56 Metrical feel 

59 So long 

60 Finished 

61 — me 
tangere 

62 Fall 

63 Evergreens 
65 Four-rn-hand 


APEC agrees to free computer trade 


SUBIC BAY, Philippines 
(R) — Asia-Pacific leaders 
thrashed out at their summit 
McHiday details of the 
worid's biggest free trade 
zone, starring with a call to 
free global commerce in 
information technology. 

The summit of 18 leaders 
of Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APE(?) 
economies endorsed an 
actiem plan for a single 
Pacific Rim economy by 
2020 embracing half of 
humanity. 

U.S. officials trumpeted 
as a victory for President 
Bill Clinton the declara- 
tion's backing for an Amer- 
ican plan to free the annual 
S5(X) billion global trade in 
computers, memory chips 
and telecommunications 
equipment. 

On the lawn of the sum- 
mit site in Subic Bay, a for- 
mer U.S. naval base. Philip- 
pine President Fidel Ramos 
read a declaration calling 
for "substantial, concrete, 
measurable and sustainable 
results" to translate APEC's 
lofty goals into reality. 

E^lier, some of the 
region's most powerful 
business executives met to 
forge deals and contacts 
and act as a ‘^reality check" 
on the meeting. 

Washington was pressing 
for zero tariffs on informa- 
tioo technology by 2(XX). 
and appeared to get much 


of what it wanted after Mr.- 
Clinton made a personal 
summit pitdi to hardw-up 
earlier support offered by 
APEC trade ministers. 

The declaration called on 
the World Trade Organisa.- 
tion to “substantially elimi- 
nate tariffs by the year 
2000" in its first ministerial 
meeting in Singapore next 
month. But it “lecognLsed 
the need for flexibility". 

U.S. trade representative 
spokesman Jay Ziegler 
said: “Substantially elimi- 
nate is trodespeak for zero." 

China's Pi^ident Jiang 
Zemin, however, indicated 
that the United States still 
had a fight on its hands. 

“Because of the differ- 
ences in the levels of eco- 
nomic development in the 
member economies, it is 
very difficult for the liberal- 
isation ID file field to be 
pushed forward in accor- 
dance with a timetable." 
China's official Xinhua 
News Agency quoted him 
as saying. 

However, Mr. Jiang said 
Beijing would cut import 
duties to an average 15 per 
cent by 2000 after reducing 
them to an average 23 per 
cent this year. “China will 
continue to support the 
‘APEC approach',*’ he 
added. 

In a clifftop summit hall 
overlooking Subic Bay. 
leaders of economies from 


China to Papua New 
Guinea and Chile to Cana- 
da spent six hours working 
out a Manila action plan 
(MAPA). 

The plan fused a raft of 
market-opening measures 
offered by individual APEC 
members. 

Leaders agreed on nitty- 
gritty details to create a 
trade and investment zone 
with no customs posts, 
visas or red cape to block 
the flow of goods, services 
and business travellers. 

APEC calls for developed 
countries to fiee all trade by 
2010 and developing 
nations by 2020. 

Not all the leaders agi^d 
on how to do iL The United 
States wants to fling all 
markets open in a. trade 
free-for-all. 

Some of the heads of 
developing Asian countries, 
such as Malaysia's 
Mahathir Mohamad, want 
to move ahead more ginger- 
ly and are chafing at the 
pressure. 

As well as freeing trade 
and investment flows. 
APEC aims to promote 
technical cooperation in 
areas like transport energy, 
telecommunications and 
infrastructure development 
It also intends to make life 
easier for businessmen by 
streamlining regulations on 
customs, standards and 
testing. 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
TUESDAY, NOVEBER 
261996 

By Thonvas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Get in touch 
u^y with good fiiends 
who can assist you in gain- 
ing incroductioo to influen- 
tial people who can be of 
great hdp for your suc- 
cess. Later this evening 
you can meet with a big- 
wig and discuss your 
career activities. 

TAURUS: <A{nI 20 to 
May 20) &itertain bigwigs 
today, get your ideas 
across, and show your 
gratinide for tbeir sugges- 
tions. Make sure you drive 
carefully while on the 
highway to avoid any diffi- 
culties or accidents wfaidi 
could occur. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Talk over your 
aims with a vrise feUow 
associate today smd under- 
stand how to turn ath*ersi^ 
into advantt^ wluch can 
lead to success. Later this 
evening will te good for 
ccmsulting widi knol- 
knowled^able people for 
advice. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) If you 
keep an open mind to^y, 
you can di^ss your finest 
talents with an expert who 
can give some practical 
ideas for the successful 
comi^etion of a new pro- 
jecL Later tonight you can 
go out wifii your mate. 
LEO: (July 22 to Ai^ust 
21) Show that you are 
devoted and kind today 
and make your life with 
your mate more hairoo- 
nious. Make things special 
for your loved ones and 
they will appreciate die 
gesture very much and will 
acknowledge your gen- 
erosity. 

VIRGO; (August 22 to 
Sqitember 22) A clever 
but kind fellow associate 
am show you bow.today to 
^ your, cazeier activities 
Completed more effiefont- 
ly. Try tople^ your loved 
ones later ibis evening and 
make an effort to maintain 
dte baiiDODy which exists, 
LIBRA: (S^tember 23 to 
Octtrf)er 22) It may be a lit- 
de difficult today to 
arrange amusemeots with 
persons you like, bowevei; 
persevere and you will 
make your activities hi ghl y 
successful and prosperous 
Later this evening go out 
on the town vvdtb dose 
friends. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Make 
sure today that you are 
using your spedal talents 
wisely oc you could waste 
precious gift which 
should be spread around 
Later tonigbt will be 
good time for you to con- 
sult with kiK^ledgeable 
people and gain their 
advi ce. 

SAGITTARIUS: (ovem- 
ber 22 to December 21) 
You cw operate b^t at 
home today where you can 
contact friends and fellow 
associates and ^eguard 
your property against 
unexpected accidents. 
Later this evening will be 
good for >x)u to visit with 
close friends and have 
stnne fun. 

CAPRICORN; (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) If 
you are to get rid of 
uneasiness today you had 
better think and talk fast 
and be logical in your pi©- 
sentoQon so that everyone 
will understand your 
objective. Later this 

evening get together with 
your Joved ones. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Study how 
to add to your present 
assets today and then use 
your energies wisely, so 
that you ate not complete-- 
ly burned out. Later this 
stay home with 
y our loved ones and have a 
pleasant and relaxing time 
together. 

(Febniarv 20 to 

March 20) You had better 

exactly what y^ 
want today from a bigwig 
^you^togetiLTate^ 
nsfa later this evening 
Wshwayand 
^b>- you can avow any 
could 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, November 26, 1996 


Palestinian, Jordanian 
industrialists discuss 
expanding cooperation 

C?" -I — A deJcgaiion reprcseniins iJic Palestine 

wiu^ & t Plnomodon InMiruiion. led by irs Director Saeed Haifa. 
^a.ssjn^frf lalks Monday wiili Jordanian inJtisirialisi.s ai rhe 
trodtirti ^n% Awnian Chaniberof Induslr}' ( ACI) on cooperation in indus- 
®ople ffwl manets. 
helnf ACl Vicc-Presidem Was. 

Law >t% ' hilaKral cooperation and 

*is Palestine, Egypt ^uid Israel have considered establishing 


ACl Vice-President Wasel Ajuir said that talks focused on 
Law‘a-^’ cooperation and economic inieuraiion as Jordan. 

:an nwT'i Palestine, Egypt and Israel have considered e^ 
i rf- j®®* regional business council in die near future. 

1, ^^..,' Mr. .A2ar added ihal they discussed obstacles obstruciinc 

JUS: 


and 




ihe flow and exchange of goods bciwceti the two countries. 

He said:" We discussed with die Palesdnians the Israeli 
obstacles on' the Jordan River bridges and other hindrances 
which to dale have hampered the flow of Goods betsveenjor- 
shoj dan and Palestine." 

'P® Ibr riw. Dr Haifa said 


F*' 


Dr. Haifa said that the Palestinian industrial sector was 
jcs'etely harmed under the Isneii occupation and noted that 
"'hile ^ Isniel aimed at iransfomiing the Palestinian nitukei into a 
consuming rather tlian a productive one. 

’ accitfe^^ ' He added that although there are 4.25.^ foundations 
P^ctir. * palestineproducingfoodsturls. clothes, textiles, leather, plas- 
tMa\ 1 most of them were not larce indus- 

a C: 

:lvdntage.^^^ 
tine ^ 


He noted that industrial re\enue.s do not e.xcced nine per 
cent of the Palestinian gross domestic product tGDP), adding 
that most of these industries operate at less than fifiv per cent 
of their production capacity. 

He repeated that the PiUcstinian National .Authc»riiy was for 
adopting a free economy policy to encourage the pntate .sec- 
tor to set it.s own industrie.s. 

Dr. Haifa said that Palestinian indasirialisis found it pu.ssi- 
ble to use Jordanian raw materials in their industries to save 
40 per cent of the ttiial cost of their indu.su'ies.Thc Palestinian 
n 1.^ del^aiion hud met wiili Trade and Industry Minister All Abul 

n nn> Ragheb Saturday and toured the Saliab industrial citv. 
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JI review nao'S from ilie Arafjic press *. 


High prices discourage 
people from buying land 
for trading purposes 

REVENUES COLLECTED by the Land and 
Survey Department during the lost month of Octo- 
ber amounted to JD6.1 milUon which is a figure 24 
percent less than the amount collected during Octo- 
ber 1 995 and 15 per cent less than the revenues dur- 
ing the previous month of Sept. 1995. 

Badri AI Mulqi. the former director of the Land 
and Survey Department, attributed the high fees that 
must be paid. to the treasury for the recession. He 
explained that high 'land prices in ' general have 
become a clear phenomenon and, as such, this has 
resulted in higher fees. Mr. Mulqi said the unjusti- 
fied rise in land prices has affected the real estate 
sector and. consequently, the number of deals reach- 
ing the department has dropped. "There are certain 
locadons where prices have peaked and cannot rise 
any further.” he noted. 

The former director said: "In the past, there were 
wider and more open investment in this sector but 
the political situation also directly influenced the 
volume of investments.” He added: “1 hope that mat- 
ters win improve, as expected, after the Cairo con- 
ference as undoubtedly any political breakthrough 
would be followed by an wonomic breakthrou^. 
This will surely reflect on the volume of trade in all 
areas of the real estate sector.” 

Real estate dealer Darwish Imheyrai said that as a 
result of high land prices people wrere seeking small 
plots of lands, not exceeding 400 square metres, in 
eastern Amman. Others, preferring western ^^man, 
were after buying apartments of different sizes due 
to the highpnees of land, Mr. Imheyrat pointed out. 
He said: "Today, people are seeking to buy land for 
building a home and not for trading purposes as the 
case has been in the past” 

He agreed with Mr. Mulqi that the political situa- 
tion and its effect on the economy in general and on 
the real estate sector in particular cannot be ignored 
as **many buyers who wanted to purchase reaf esrare 
have postponed • their moves as a result." Mr. 
Imheyrat viewed the fees on land deals as normal 
and suitable. 

According to a table showing revenues collected 
in October 96 and October I99 d, the lowest amount 
was in western Amman w'hich generated ^555,000 
in revenues compared to JD1,I57.0(X) in October 
1995 — a 52 per cent drop. In "Amman” the drop 
was 43.5 per cent from JDI.668,000 to JD 940,74- 
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in October 1996 while in southern A^mm^^hed^ 


was 36.6 per cent from JDl.273.000 to JD807. 
Revenues from deals in northern Amman were high- 
er last month as they amounted to JD 1.309,000 from 
JDL225.000 in October 1995 (.AI Ra’i). 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mlho A/gIrlon 


Unscrambis tNese tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 
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THE KINP OF 
WeATHER YOU GET 
ON HALLOWEEN.’ 


Now arrange the circled letters lo 
term »he ^rprise answer, as sua- 
gesled by me above cenoon 
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Jumbles: 

Answer: 


(Answers tomorrow) 

SUEDE SOAPy MAGNET BLAZER 
What the ftsherinen suffered when meir caich 
diminished - A NET LOSS 


Suez Canal sweetens deals to lure traffic in 1997 


ISMAILIY.A, Egypt (R) — 
The Suez Canal Authority 
(SC.A) announced Sunday a 
package of bargains it hopes 
will lure irufTic away from 
aliemativc routes and b;ick 
to the .strategic waterway 
that links the Red Sea and 
Mediterranean. 

Speaking to reporters at 
SCA headquarters in 
Ismuiliya. Chninmm Ahmad 
Fadel ulsu said that transit 
dues for all types of ships 
travelling through the Suez 
Canal would remain 
unchanged for 1997. adding 
that the measures were 
aimed at providing a thrifti- 
er option to going round the 
Cape. 

"Rales have been the same 
from 1994 lo 1996 and for 
1W7 there will be no 
change considering the eco- 
nomics of operating and to 


encourage them (ships) to 
use the canal instead of 
making the trip round Good 
Hope," Mr. Fadel said. 

Facing .siifT cunipeliiion 
from the Cape of Good 
Hope route and the Sumed 
pipeline, which pumps oil 
between the Red Scu and 
the Mediterranean, Suez 
Canal revenues have been 
on the .slide. 

The SCA's statistics 
depanmeni said Friday rev- 
enues for the first 10 months 
of 1996 fell to $1,481 bil- 
lion from S1.606 billion in 
the same period la.st year. 

Mr. Fadel told a news con- 
ference that the SCA’s aim 
was to boose income — a 
main source of foreign cur- 
rency for Egypt — and that 
he hoped the new tolls, bar- 
gain deals and a more per- 
.sonul approach would help. 


"We have uied to increase 
the income of the Suez 
Canal. Wc a).<^o take care to 
be in direct contact with 
ship owners for them to 
come through. We met with 
a big number of representa- 
tives and shippers — direct 
contact is very iniponant,” 
Mr. Fade! said. 

He dismissed Sumed us 
competition, saying chat 
although the pipeline was 
pumping about 1 17 million 
tonnes of crude a year, it 
w'as servicing different cus- 
tomers. 

"Ships dischuiging at 
Sumed cannot pass through 
the canal. All ships that go 
to Ain Al-Sukhana (the Red 
Sea terminal) are over the 
capacity of the Suez but the 
ships which call at Sidi 
Kirir { Mediterranean termi- 
nal ) can pass. 


"If we say that they 
(Sumed) have taken busi- 
ness out of Suez Canal, I 
don't think this is true. 
Actually we are iiying to 
achieve a mutual benefit to 
all involved," he .said. 

Mr. Fadel said the SCA 
was uNo holding talks wiffi 
Jordan w increa.se traffic 
between the canal and the 
Red Sea port of .Aqaba. The 
SC.A also listed the follow- 
ing special offers to crude 
tankers, liquefied natural 
gas tankers and container 
ships: Crude tankers 

— Clients that take 
between one and two mil- 
lion tonnes of crude through 
the canal during 1997 will 
be eligible for a five per cent 
discount, both loaded and in 
ballasL 

— Clients that take 
between two and three mil- 


iion tonnes of crude through 
the canal during 1997 will 
be eligible for a 10 per cent 
discounL 

— Clients that lake 
Through more than three 
million tonnes of crude in 
1997 set a 30 per cent dis- 
count. 

— The ma.\imum loll for 
a round trip by any tanker, 
loaded or in ballast, is 
330.000 Special Drawing 
Rights (SDRs) (about 
S475.000), regardless of the 
tanker's net tonnage. 

— The SC.A also said it 
was willing to negotiate 
special deals for fimi.s that 
want TO transport any quan- 
tity of crude from the Guif 
through the canal in 1997. 

L.NC tankers 

— Loaded northbound 
tankers are eligible for a 35 
per cent discount regardless 


of destination and the same 
discount is to be granted to 
the .ship upon ifs ballasi 
southbound trip. 

— Loaded southbound 
tankers are eligible for a 25 
per cent discount under the 
same terms. 

Container ships 

— The SC.A cut rates for 
ships with net tonnages over 
70.000 to 1.38 SDRs per 
tonne from 2.42 SDRs a 
tonne when loaded. It also 
cut ballast rates to 1 .56 
SDRs a tonne from 2.0i3 
SDRs. 

— Containers are also to 
be exempt from extra dues 
if the top tier contains no 
more than 10 containers and 
if the top tier does not pro- 
trude more than four feet 


EU agrees to let 
Italian lira rejoin ERM 


BRLtSSELS (R) — Euro- 
Union (EU) finance 
ntinisters agreed Sunday to 
bring the Italian lira back 
into the EU’s exchange rate 
mechanism (ERM). but only 
after making it clear they 
would have no truck with u 
weak currency. 

'The lira reJoin.s the curren- 
cy grid at a central rate of 
990 lira tn the German mark, 
far .stronger than the 1,000 to 
1.050 lira rate initially 
sought by Rome. 

EU polic>Tnakers .said the 
stronger reenuy rate was a 
retleciion of die efforts the 
liuliun government had made 
towards improving the econ- 
omy's fundamentals. 

But they cautioned that the 
lira's return to the ERM did 
not in any way prejudge 
Italy's chances "bf Joining a 
common European currency, 
expected in 19^. 

“It does not prejudge the 
decision in ‘98.” said Dutch 
Central Bank President 
Duisenberg, refeiring to the 
EU decirion in eoriy 1998 on 
which countries qualify for a 
single currency. 

The Urn’s entry came at the 
end of an eight-hour special 
session of EU finance nunls- 
lers and central bank gover- 
nors convened after an 
fdiortive attempt to reach a 
deal by lower-Iev’el officials 
on Saturday. 

Juergen Stark, state secre- 
mr>' at the German finance 
miiiisuy. said the lengthy 
negotiadons were made 
more difficult by Rome's 
many public comments in 
advance of the talks. 

Italy had sought to rejoin 
the ERM as port of its cam- 
paign to be among the first 
wa\'e of EU countries to join 
a single currency in 1999. . 

Responding to the deci- 
sion. Italian Treasury Minis- 
ter Carlo Ciumpi said the 
agreed rate was sausfactoiy 
and not far from the govem- 
mem's earlier target. 


A stable tw'o-yeor stint 
within the ERM — de.signed 
to provide exchange rate sta- 
bility — is one of the quali- 
fying criteria for the new cur- 
rency, the euro. 

The pn>spea of a raft of 
countries such as Italy, Spain 
and Portugal with their rela- 
tively weak economies qual- 
ifying for the single currency 
has sent shivers through Ger- 
many's powerful ' Bundes- 
bank. 

Officials said that 14 of the 
EU's 15 countries hud 
refused to countenance any 
rate from Italy that was 
w«euker than 1,000 lira to the 
mark. 

Sources said Germany had 
even argued for a rate as 
strong as 970 liras to the 
mark. 

In a statement issued alter 
the meeting, the EU praised 
Italy for the “substantial 
adjustments" it had already 
achieved in improving its 
economy. 

"The ftaliaiv.authorities are 
committed to intensify their 
efforts to complete the 
adjustment of their econo- 
my," it said. 

VTith the lira in the ERM. 
only three of the EU's IS 
countries — Britain, Sweden 
and Greece •— are now out- 
side the grid. . 

Swedish Finance Minister 
Erik Asbrink said the Italian 
move would have no effect 
on his countiy, which does 
not believe that ERM mem- 
bership is essential to qualify 
for the single currency. 

“Our attitude has not 
changed,” Mr. Asbrink told 
reporters. 

in Italy, Italian Prime Min- 
ister Romano Prodi said the 
reenby to the ERM was a 
fundamental step to joining 
the single currency.. 

But opposition leader Sil- 
vio Berlusconi criticised the 
rate of entry as not being 
favourable. 


HOUSING BANK CENTER AtOOU: - SHKEX5ANI 
TELBPHOKS! 607171 / 6C7179 
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26.620 18.950 JOR. TOBACCO 6 CIC. 15.9 3.80 
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5.960 4.780 ARAB POTASH OO. 17,2 3.53 
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1.910 1,080 ARAB PHAJM.caEli. SI. 9 0.00 

3.280 1.440 taXV. nODN.UDS. 4,4 13.70 

2.100 1.140 JOR. INOS. RESOURCES 16.3 0.00 

l.SBO .850 JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 23.9 0-00 

2.460 1.750 Bt -SAY READY HEAR p 0.00 

1.460 1.080 INTL. TOBACCO 27.5 0.00 

1.740 .930 UNION Ca. 6 veC. 23.6 D.OO 
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.800 

.510 

JOR.TRAOB FAC. 

13.6 

0.00 

4 
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1020 






.440 
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0.00 

19 
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12276 







UNION INV. SOS 

67.0 

0.00 

14 

57250 

11450 






.390 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

g 

0.00 

26 

39900 
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.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 


0.00 

4 

690 

372 






.400 

NATL. KDLT . EMC . NA.KICO 

E 

0.00 

13 

19800 

8055 






.730 

JORDAN STEEL 

B 

0.00 

2 

800 

561 





. 780 

.430 
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0.00 

3 

2250 







1.020 

ONION TOBACCO 7b* 

B 

0.00 

4 

3200 
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.570 
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B 

0.00 

11 

9950 

2283 

.58 
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24.0 

0.00 
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.770 
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0.00 
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.530 

1 hlD.BAST COMPLEX 

7.6 

0.00 

20 

22650 

14693 

.65 

.65 


CPAND TOTAL 





143 

199490 

76494 






: H«w 12 nsntha low 
; LLa&ed during paae 12 nontha 
: P/B ratio is 100 er nor« 

I Negatj.v« P/B 

: Earning is taro er H/A for tha nest rseont yoar 


^ /I 


J ORDAN Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 


DAJANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle, Amman 
Also in Brazil . 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in AI Rabla 
area, third floor, 1 90 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605-810609 
, Fax: 810520 j 


FOR YOUR 


SrUMOHAIG 

^ ri l Quilicyi io 
1 Hoar Service 

Develop yoor colour film at 
our shop and get;- 


JUMBO pMmti 
30% 


20 jr JO CM 


ShmdHiiu-+.Qpp. Griruflays 
Bank, nioae: SM042 
Swefieb tel: 823891 


•CLE.\M\G SERVICES 

HOME.OFFiCE.'i. 
PL'BUC PLACES 

•MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
HEATT'IG SVSTcMSi 
'PLUMBING 

•FOR RENT; 
DHa'XEVy.US,AND 
FLATS. iFURNISHEDL 
UNFURN'ISKED 




TELS298S2^883 


^.^SEf^RITY 
HOSPITALITY 
! GASTRONOMY 




• V 


Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Estabiishsd 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 • 3:30 
Dinner: 7:30-11:30 
Located in Amman 
Rnancial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parldng 
Reservation Required 



FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


TKL :699369 
FAX : 7U4414 



HEAL ESTATE 


FOR 

r RENT 

I Deluxe Villas 


Deluxe Villas 
C- 

Appanmcnis 
in Amman 


OPEN DAO.T FROM 
10A.M-1AJS 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 

Umm Uthaina 
behind San Rc^k 
Hotel 


For deteils please cell 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


CROWMIIOTL 


• INDOOR HtRIED 
51UIMMINC POOL 
SRUSR, JflCUZZl( 

& MRSSR6E 
FITNESS ROOM 

TENNIS & SQURSH. 

COURTS 

TE 758186 
RROIO&TU STATION RD. 


ifkie 







©wmipm 

HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
EXPATRIATES & EiMILIES 

SINCE 19SS 


( SPliC 
IFOR LO? 


UOAL PRICES ^ 
LONGTERM - STA^B 


•abdoun- 

TEL. 810150, F.AX 827113 




I Teppanyaki 
\ Sashimi \ 

t f 

Sushi 
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Sports 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, November 26, 1996 


Sonics beat Knicks for 11th straight win 



Switzerland's Martina Hing^ lies on the court after she ti^isted her ankle during play 
against Germany's Stefli Graf in the finals of the Chase Championships November 
24 at Madison Square Garden. At the time Hingis was ahead 5-3 in the fourth set and 
after an injur}' delay won the set, but Graf won the Rnal set 6-0 to win the champi- 
onship (Reuters photo) 


NEW YOR K ( R 1 — The Seattle Supersonics, last 
year's Western Conference winners, are on a roll 
again. 

Shawn Kemp scored 22 points and the 
Supersonics shut down the New York Knicks for 
much of the second half Sunday in a 102-92 vic- 
tory. their 1 1 th straight. 

Deilef Schrempf scored 17 points. Gary Payton 
added 16 and Hersey Hawkins had nine of his 15 
in the pivotal third quarter for the Supersonics, 
who have won eight straight road games. 

“We're on a go^ roll right now," said Seattle's 
Sam Perkins, who had 15 poinLs, “We're playing 
good defence and that doesn't matter where you 
play." 

Seattle ha.s the longest current winning streak 
in the NBA. It needs three more wins to match 
lost season'.s team-record 14-game winning 
streak. 

“I think they ore truly a good team." Knicks 
coach .Jeff Van Gundy said. ‘They believe in 
themselves. We haven't earned that belief. It's 
just like confidence. You aren't given that. You 
cam it." 

“I don't think they're any better a team than we 
are." said centre Patrick Ewing, whose team has 
lost three in a row and dropped to 3-3 at home, 
“we just fell apart." 

Guards Chris Child.s. Allan Houston and John 


Starks scored 13 points apiece for the Knicks. 
Ewing was held to a season-low eight points on 
2-of-15 shooting. 

At Los Angeles. Charles Barkley had 23 points 
and 15 rebounds and sank a key three-pointer 
with 53 seconds left as the Houston Rockets 
avenged their only loss of the season with a 90- 
85 victory over the Lakers, their sixth straight 
win. 

Clyde Drexier scored 10 of bis 17 points in the 
fourth quarter and Kevin Willis add^ 17 for the 
Rockets, who overcame the absence of Hakeem 
Olajuwon and improved to a league-be.st 6-0 on 
the road. Olajuwon is sidelined with an irregular 
heartbeat. 

Drexier became the 24th player in NBA histoiy 
to score 20.000 points. He is the second player 
this season to surpass the milestone, joining 
Ewing. 

Shaquille O'Neal had 23 points and 12 
rebounds and Nick Van Exel added 21 points and 
12 assists for the Lakers, who won at Houston in 
double overtime 12 days earlier. O'Neal was 3- 
of- 1 1 from the line, including two critical misses 
with 25 seconds to go. 

In Phoenix, the Suns remained winless, losing 
their 12th straight as former Sun Dan Majerle 
made a clutch three-pointer with seven seconds 
to go in an 87-84 Miami Heat victory. 


'The slide matches the worst in franchise histo- 
ry for the suns, despite the return of point guard 
Kevin Johnson. Johnson had 15 points and nine 
assists in his first game of the season after 
surgery to remove an abdominal hernia. 

The Suns also lost 12 straight in 1977. Phoenix 
is five losses away from Miami’s NBA record of 
17 losses to start a season, set in the Heat's inau- 
gural 1988-89 campaign. 

In Boston. Dana Bairos scored 21 points and 
Dino Radja added 19 and II reboun^ as the 
Celtics cruised past the Dallas Mavericks 105- 
91. ending a four-game losing streak. 

At Cleveland, Tyrone Hill scored seven of his 
17 points in an lS-5 run that opened the second 
half and gave the Cavaliers their third straight 
win. 103-74 over the Sacramento Kings. 

In Vancouver. Shareef Abdur-Rahim had IS 
points, nine rebounds and nine assists and made 
two key free throws as the Grizzlies defeated the 
San Antonio Spurs 96-91 in a matchup of the 
worst teams in the Midwest Division. Vancouver 
snapped a four-game losing streak. Ooirunique 
Wilkins scored 26 points for the injury-crippled 
Spurs, who lost their fifth straight. San Antonio 
had won its four pre\'ious meetings with 
Vancouver. 


Graf turns back Hingis Vicenza steal Inter’s thunder as Milanese duel ends all-square 

• ^ X I PARIS (AFP) — Vicenza for Milan after just four men their first defeat of the Stuttgart and also Bayer home points to Olympic 

III I ft ||2ftJSft^ I IllJftl went top of the Serie A for minutes following a Marcel season Saturday, to open up Leverkusen, who slumped Marseille in a godless di 

T t!n,d in 0.1_ r^foillu rhnmwvl, nacc •, .-.n., nnint laai4 nt Cantt Pauli 9 at fhfl POTC DfiS PlinCCS. 


NEW YORK (R) — World 
No. 1 Steffi Graf finished 
Uie year by turning back a 
spirited challenge from 
Swiss teenager Martina 
Hingis 6-3, 4-6. 6-0.4-6. 6- 
0 Sunday to retain her title 
at the $2 million Chase 
Championships. 

Graf battled for nearly 
three hours at Madison 
Square Garden in her sec- 
ond consecutive five-set 
final at the season-ending 
event to turn back the 
year-old challenger and 
win the tournament for a 
fifth time. 

Hingis W3.S bidding to 
become only the second 
player in the tournament's 
history to win in her first 
nppearance. Australian 
Evonne Goolagong did it 
in 1974. 

Graf, 27. finished the 
vev atop the world rank- 
ings for a'^urth year in a 
row. She won dl three 
Grand Slams she played: 
Ihe French -Open, 


Wimbledon and the U.S. 
Open. Her $500,000 prize 
money here raised her 
earnings this sea.son to 
more than $2.5 million. 

Graf has now won the 
championships in I9S7, 
19S9. 1993 and 1995. 
when she beat fellow 
German Anke Huber in 
five seLs. 

The seventh-seeded 
Hingis played with poise 
and grit, especially in the 
final game of the fourth set 
to force the match into a 
decisive fifth set. 

Despite cramping in her 
left thigh which forced her 
to leave the court for a 
three-minute injury time- 
out on the previous 
changeover. Hin^ris kept 
running and hitting win- 
ners. She finally broke 
serve in a marathon 18- 
point lOih gome to take the 
fourth set when graf netted 
a backhand. 

Hingis had started 
'cramping badly in the left 


FOR SALE 

BMW 3201 

2-door coupe, leather interior, 1992, maroon 
exterior, mint condition, customs 'duties paid. 
Call Munir at 607014 
(3:00-5:00 p.m. only). 


A Well Qualified Cook Is Needed 
A foreign company in Amman is seeking to 
employ a cook experienced in preparing 
International Food. English language and past 
experience in this field are required. 

Should you be interested please call: 
Tel.: 079-21131 


TRANSLATOR REQUIRED 

A Translator required for the Embassy of Pakistan. 
Amman. Candidate should have excellent 
command over English language as she/he will be 
required to transiate from English to Arabic and 
vice versa including typing. Salary according to 
qualifications/experience. 

Interested candidates may visit the embassy 
,at Jabal Weibdeh. (Tel.: 622787) with their 
evs/photographs between 10:00 hours to I 
13:00 hours on Saturday, 30th November, I 
1996. I 


QUALIFIED FIRMS AND 
INDIVIDUALS ARE INVITED TO 
DEMONSTRATE THEIR CAPABILITY 
AND INTEREST IN THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF 

OCCUPATIONAL STANDARDS 
AND TESTS 

For more information or to obtain an information 
package, please contact: 

Project Coordinator (EDTSP): 

Fax: 833895 
P.O.Box: 560 
Al Jubeiha. 11941 


thigh after serving a dou- 
ble fault for 15-15 at 5-3 as 
Graf was cutting into a 5- 1 
lead. 

Hingis flexed her leg and 
then dropped flat on her 
bock on the court to stretch 
her aching muscles. She 
got a delay of game warn- 
ing from the chair umpire 
Jane Harvey, and then lost 
the next three points in a 
n>w. 

In the final set. Graf 
showed no mercy to her 
tenacious foe. mixing in 
drop .shots along with’ her 
usual barrage of ground- 
stroke winners and power- 
ftil seri’es to wrap up the 
victory in a rapid 23-min- 
utes set. 

Hingis managed to win 
just eight points in the final 
four games. 

Gru also played in some 
distress, icing her chroni- 
cally .sore left knee mid- 
way through the fourth set. 

Hinsis collected 

S250.?100. 


PARIS (AFP) — Vicenza 
went top of the Serie A for 
the first time in their 94- 
yeor- history Sunday after 
beating lowly Reggiana 2-0 
as the Milan Derby ended in 
a I-I stalemate, preventing 
Inter from taking top sloL 

Daniele Ambrosetti was 
^^cenza‘s hero, scoring a 
goal in each half to leave 
diem a point clear of newly- 
promoted Bologna, who 
trounced 1 0-man Atalanta 
3-1. 

Spain and Germany also 
saw the league leadership 
change hands in a weekend 
of frenzied European action 
a.s Real Madrid leapfrogged 
Barcelona in Spain and 
Buyem Munich ousted 
Stuugort in the German 
Bundesliga. 

But it was Italy's eagerly- 
awaited clash of the giants 
which took top billing, with 
Roy Hodgson's Inter look- 
ing to put one over their city 
rivals in their shared San 
Siro Stadium. 

A win would have taken • 
Inter back -to* the summit- 
but they were up against it 
once Roberto Bag^o scored 


for Milan after just four 
minutes following a Marcel 
Desailly through pass. 

Frenchman Youri 

Djorkaeff levelled from the 
penalty spot eight minutes 
later after Paolo Maldini 
floored Chilean striker Ivan 
Zamorano in a stirring, full- 
blooded contest. 

Milan were left to rue 
three glaring missed oppor- 
tunities. as Baggio and 
Zvonimir Boban both 
spumed chances with only 
Inter goalkeeper Gianluca 
Pagliuca to beat. 

Inter now .stand third on 
goal difference behind 
Bologna. 

In Spain, Croatian hotshot 
Davor Suker grabbed a hat- 
trick to send Real Madrid 
top of the tree Sunday with 
a 4-2 win over Valencia in 
the Bemabeu. 

Real took full advantage 
of Barcelona's 2-1 lapse 
against Athletic Bilbao, who 
handed Bobby Robson's 


men their first defeat of the 
season Saturday, to open up 
a one point lead. 

Deportivo Coruna are 
th'ird, two points off the 
pace, following a 4-1 home 
win over Logrones. 

Barcelona had looked like 
extending their unbeaten 
run in Bilbao when they 
took a first half lead through 
Abelardo Fernandez. 

But they were undone as 
first Jose Mari equalised on 
62 minutes and then Julen 
Guerrero hit the winner 13 
minutes from time in a 
white-hot atmosphere 
befexe an ecstatic 45,000 
crowd at the San Mames 
Stadium. 

In Gennany, Bayern 
Munich established a two 
point lead by defeating 
Uulenders Kansa Rostock 2- 
1 in the Olympic stadium as 
previous leaders Stuttgart 
crashed 3-1 at lowly 
Duisburg. 

Bayern thus leapfrogged 


Stuttgart and also Bayer 
Leverkusen, who slumped 
3-1 at Sankt Pauli, a result 
which took the Hambuig- 
based side out of the relega- 
tion zone. 

Reigning champions 
Borussia Dortmund went 
third on goal difference 
from Leverkusen with a 
crushing 4-0 win at Werder 
Bremen, who suffered their 
first home loss of the sea- 
son. 

French title favourites 
Paris Saint Germain saw 
their lead cut to a single 
point after they dropped two 


home points to Olympique 
Marseille in a goalless draw 
at the Parc Des Princes. 

Monaco are breathing down 
their Necks after a 2-0 win 
over struggling Nancy. 
Scotland international John 
Collins and Victor Ikpeba 
were both on target. 

Bastia hoisted themselves 
into third place with a sur- 
prise 2-1 win at champions 
Auxerre. Auxene's second 
consecutive home reverse 
means Guy Roux's side is 
rapidly fading from the title 
scene. *rhey now stand 
eighth. 



I FOR RENT 

First floor deluxe apartment with an area of 20Q sq.m. 
Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms. 2 balconies, 
modem equipped kitchen, living room, marble-tiled salon : 
and dining room. Located in a quiet area in Sweifieh 
close to all services. Furnished or unfurnished. 

Call owner directly at 702092. 

between 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. , 

FOR RENT 

Furnished and Unfurnished 

Three bedrooms apartments 
Central heating and telephone. 
Location: SHMEISANI, near Birds' Garden. 
Owner Tel: 667862, Fax: 663002 




Under The Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor 
Jordan River Designs presents 

A New Festive Season 

introducing the Fall *96 collection 
Join us in celebrating this 
Festive Season of Christmas and Ramadan at die 
Jordan River Designs Showroom 
14-28 November 1 996, from 9.00 am-8.00 pm 

Special choir performance on 
Sat 1 6 at 4:30, Tues 1 9 at 4:00, Sun 24 Nov at S.OO pm. 

Sponseredby Freddy for musIc ®TOYOTA 



For more information please contactTcl.613081-2 


OFFiCES FOR ftENT 
JABAL AMMAN 

Ground floor, conveniently located near 
Carlton Hotel. Consisting of six rooms with 
separate central heating and garden. Suit 
many purposes. 

Call: 644256 

FURNiSHED APARTMENT IN 
WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

220 sq.m., second floor apartment, consisting of three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, guest room, living room, 
veranda, independent central heating, telephone, maid 
room, spacious kitchen and luxurious furniture. 

Please call Tel.; 665711, 664256 


(®| INVITATION TO 
TWO TENDERS 

Mu’tah University Invites speclelized compe- 
nles to submit bids for the following two 
tenders : 

- Tender No. L21f96: Supplying the University 
Library with foreign books and publications. 

- Tender No. L42/96: Supplying the University 
Library with foreign periodicals. 

Interested eligible bidders Inside and outside 
Jordan can obtain the bidding documents at 
Mu'tah University Liaison Office on Samir 
Rife! street - Jabel Amman, between (he 3rd 
and the 4th Circles. Telephone 64529S. 

Bidders are requested to submit the following: 

- A bid bond of JD 3000 for every tender. 

The price of each copy of the two tenders Is 

J.D 25 (unrefundable). 

- An original copy of the offer with two 
certified copies signed by the bidder. 

- All copies should be enclosed in an 
envelop where it Is written the'name of the 
bidder and the number of the tender. This 
envelop should be placed In the Central 
Tender Committee box at the University In 
AL- Karak. 

Closing date for the delivery of offers is 
Monday, four o’clock, December 23, 1996. 

All offers that do not fulfil ihe conditions and 
requirements of the tender will not be con- 
sidered. 


INVITATION TO AN 
INTERNATIONAL TENDER 


1. Mu’udi University invite specialized and experienced 
international companies to submit their bids to the 
tender for the integrated project ”A Modern 
Computer Center at Mu'tah University” involving 
the. supply, erection, startup, technical assistance, 
maintenance and training to fumdel the equipment. 

2. Bidders should submit d jmancial offer to the best 
terms and conditions avadable in their countries. 
This financial offer should be a loan for fully 
financing the integrated project and available at 
present to the Government of Jordan inchtd&ng the 
detmled financing conditions, such as: 

- Low interest rate - grace period 

- semi, annual reimbursement. 

5. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further 
information and collect the Bidding Documents at 
the Liaison Office of Mu’tah University located on 
Samir Rifcd St.~Jabal Amman between 9:00 a.m to 
1:00 pjn Saturday through Thursday beginning 
November 26. 1996 to December 14. 1996. 

4. Bidders may offer more updated version of the 
specific component and equipment called for. 

5. Prices are to be quoted on the basis CIF Mu’tah 
University excluding custom duties and other 
official taxes And charges, but iticluding 12 month 
on site warranty and installation. 

6. Specifications should be according to specifications 
stated in the project document which will be handed 
to the bidders. 

7. The offer will be evaluated technically and financially 
according to our specification and requirement. 
Cmtract will be awarded to the best evaluated 
bidders who would prove capable to carry out the 
requirements of the contract to be signed. 

8. A complete set of the Bidding Document mc^ be 
obtained from above reference office upon submis- 
sion of a written application and a payment of a 
r^-refundablefee. All payments will be made by a 

drttft or certified bank check in the currency 
of the purchaser's choice or in cash made out in 
favour of Mu'tah University. The price of 
purchasmg the documents would be the equivalent 
m Jordanian Dinars or USS currency of the 
foWomng amounts: 

• For delivery to personal callers S 400.000 oer bid 
document. 

• For delivery by local mail to local Bidders bv 
courier Service S 450.000 per bid document. 

For delivery to Overseas Bidders by courier 
Service S 550. WO for bid document. 

Closing date for the bid submission wUl be noon at JJ 
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CINEMA TEL 634144 

PHILRDELPHIH 


TWISTER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


PHMELR RNDERS0N...in 

BARBED WIRE 


CINEMA 


TEL: 699238 


CINEMA 


TEL 6774Z0 


PLRZR 


CONCORD 


SEAN CONNERY. Jn INDEPENDENCE DAY 


THE ROCK 

UN DOL6Y STEREO) 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 Shows; 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


(IN DOLBY STEREO) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:Q0, 8:15,10:45 


Nadia Jundl ... In 

ASSASSINATION 

Shows; 3:30, 6;00,8;30. 10:30 


Hmmoun Theatre & Cinema " 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 

• -■ ■ ■ ^ 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-star Government 

Starring comedians: 
Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


' Nabii & Hisham’s Theatre ^ 

V tel 625155 j 

PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights , 
at 8:30 p.m. • 

Theatre is ctosea Friday. Saturday a Sunday 

For reservation please call 

^51 55 - 6401 55 


^tllj 
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Sampras silences Becker fans in 5-set thriller 


^HANOVER (R) — Pete 
Pampras defied an inspired 
Boris Becker and 15.000 of 
hi$ fanatical German fans to 
clinch the ATP World 
Championship for the third 
lime after a dramatic five- 
set final on Sunday. 

Faced with a purtison 
crowd which roared every 
shot played by defending 
champion Becker, the 
American World No. ! 
showed immense compo- 
sure to win 3-6, 7-6, 7-6 .6- 
7. 6-4 in four hours. 

The Hano%er inspired 
Becker to save two 'match 
points in a dramatic fourth- 
set tiebreak which he won 
13-11. 

But Sampras, who also 
won the loumamenl in 1991 
and 1994. refused to be 
flustered and gradually 
carved out a courageous 
victory. His courage was 
worth S1.34 million to his 
p bank balance. 

•. “What a match five sets 
against Boris on his home 
soil.” Sampras said. “It was 
not easy. The crowd was 
right behind him. But they 
were fair. It was great fun.” 

Said Becker ‘That was 
the best match of my life. I 
am very proud of it.” 

The crowd was swept up 
into a frenzy by cheer lead- 
ers before the match and the , 
arena was covered in ban- 
ners supporting Becker. 

The atmosphere clearly 
gave Becker an edge early 
on and he began the match 
in astonishing style, fuing 
in four aces to take the first 
game to love. It was not 
long before he broke Sam- 
pras's serve. 

In the fourth game the 
three-times Wimbledon 
champion showed brilliant 
reactions to hit a backhand 
return down the line and set 
up his -first break point. He 
then took the game to lead 
3-1 when Sampras bit a 
forehand out of court 

Virtually every shot Beck- 
er hit from the from and the 
back of the court was per- 
fect in the first set. Another 
crisp J^^khand clijnched the . 
set in 27 niiinutes.and the'* 
cibwo itr ilifeir feet 

. .. •Y' • t >, 



German Boris Becker llO puts his hand on the shoulder of Pete Sampras of the USA 
as they pose with trophies after the ATP World Championship's final match in 
Hanover iReuters photo) 


celebrate it. 

Sampras had his ftrst 
chance to bounce back in 
the sixth game of the sec- 
ond set when he had two 
break points but Becker 
saved them with some 
booming serv'es. 

But when the set went to a 
tiebreak the American lifted 
his game, clinching the 
decider 7-5 with a volley at 
the net. 

Sampras, who 'rarely 
shows his emotions on 
court, was clearly fired up 
and clenched his fist and 
roared his approval at the 
end of the set 

When Becker lost his 
nerve . . in the third-set 
tiebreak the Arnencan . 
'^iriidk’ "jBeipker dou- ^ 


ble-faulied to give Sampras 
a 5-4 lead and the world 
number one pounced with 
an ace and a backhand pass- 
ing shot to take the tiebreak 
7-1. 

With both players serving 
well, the fouith set was 
equally tight. The tiebreak 
was one of the most dramat- 
ic for years. 

Becker saved two match 
points against him before 
taking advantage of his fifth 
set point when Sampras hit 
a volley out of the back of 
the court to clinch it 13-11. 

But Sampras, at 25 four 
years younger than his rival, 
bounced back again in the 
fifth. After a long rally in 
the nirith game wheh boih- 
playetirwere^^tfi^ 

•T := c;' ^ f 


the court. Sampras hit a 
backhand down the line to 
break Becker's serve and 
lead 5-1. 

Becker saved another 
match point in the next 
game when Sampras was 
serving. But the American 
finally triumphed when 
Becker hit a backhand into 
the net after another long 
rally. 

Sampras became the fifth 
player to win the champi- 
onship. formerly known as 
the Masters, three or more 
limes. 

Becker and John McEn- 
roe have also won the title 
three times. Hie Nastase tri- 
umphed four times and Ivan 
Lendl won Qve' champi- 
0nshipST-^;_;77_7'.—, 











IOC 

impressed 
by public 
support for 
Rio bid 


RIO DE JANEIRO l.R) — 
International Olympic 
committee officials said on 
Sunday they were 
impressed with public 
enthusiam for Rio De 
Janeiro's bid to attempt the 
2004 Olympics. 

But the group, who com- 
pleted their three-day 
inspection of the city on 
Sunday, also appeared con- 
cerned about the pollution 
of Guanabara Bay. the pic- 
ture postcard bay on which 
part of the city is built. 

“The committee appreci- 
ated the enormous support 
given to the candidotuie by 
the Cariocas f natives of 
Rio) and the people of 
Brazil and the difterent lev- 
els of govermem." said 
'Thomas Bach, president of 
the IOC's evaluation com- 
mittee. 

Bach was evidently 
impressed after the Rio 
2004 committee laid on a 
host of sporting events on 
Copacabana Beach in front 
of the hotel where the IOC 
officals were staying. 

These included an event 
in which tribe of Brazilian 
Indians in traditional dress 
took part in a log-carrying 
race and a roumamenr of 
foot-voHeyball, a sport fre- 
quently seen on local 
beaches. 

Two other positive points 
were the participation 
allowed to non-govem- 
menial groups by the Rio 
2004 committee and the 
fact that the sporting 
venues were concentrated 
in Hve areas of the city. 
Bach said. 

The Olympic stadium 
and village would be built 
on the campus of the Fed- 
eral University, which is on 
an island panJy bordered 
by one of the city's most 
poUuted rivers. 
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Al Wibdat 


Wihdat win Jordan Cup 

By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMM.AN — AI W^ihdaf Monday beat AI Ramtha 3- 1 on penalties to clinch their fourth Jor- 
dan Cup title and the first of the 1996 soccer titles. 

The top two teams resorted to penalties after the match ended in a goalless draw. The 
pressure came down on both goalkeepers' to decide the winner. 

AI Wihdat’s Naser Ghandour saved two shots by AI Ramtha 's Murad HoranI and Isa Aza- 
izeh while Leith Dardour's was far from the posL AI Ramtha's sole goal came by Kahled 
Aqqouri. c • • 

On the other hand , AI Wihdat scored by Jamal Mahmoud. Kahled Majdalavvi and Faisal 
Ibrahim as only Sufyan Abdullah missed his shot 

The match was attended by a large crowd of over 15.000 fans who filled the stands at 
Amman International Stadium. 

AI Ramtha had last won the Cup in 1990 and 9 1 while .AI Wihdat were the winners in S2, 
85. and 88. 

With the conclusion of the Jordan Cup only the Premier League crown remaines up for 
grabs. AI Faisali had won the season-opener Cup wlimers' Cup while AI Ramtha took the 
Federation Shield. 


His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Has- 
san meets members r 
of the Kingdom’s 
military taekwondo 
team who returned 
recently from the 
8th World Champi- 
onship which was 
held in Croatia. 
Mohammad Falah 
won a silver medal 
for Jordan in the 
championship 
(photo by Boghos) 
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C-Town One Day Super Sale 

Only On Wednesday 27 - 11 - 96 

20%Off 

Everything You Purchase From 
Our Second Floor. 

*Ladies & Children’s Wear *Full Line Men’s Wear 

* Jewellery & Accessories 
*Home Appliances & Electronics 
*Traditional Souvenirs ^Luggage & Shoes 

*Toys & Stationary 



Amman 7th Circle Tel 814129 
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U.S., Jordan 'quite close' to signing 
bUateral investment treaty — Egan 

Ambassador says Washington committed to supporting 
Kingdom's economic moves and overall development 


By P.V.Vivek&nand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The U.S. and Jordan have 
nearly completed the drafting of a 
bilateral investment treaty after sepa- 
rating. parallel discussions on protec- 
tion for intelieaual property rights 
from the negotiations on the agree- 
nieni. the U.S. ambassador in Amman 
said Monday. 

Ambassador Wesley Egan also reiter- 
ated that Washington was committed to 
supporting Jordan's economic develop- 
ment and ftilly backed the Kingdom's 
entry to the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO). 

The ambassador, in on address to a 
gathering organised by the Amman 
Petra Rotary Club and in comments 
thereafter. listed a series of measures 
adopted by Washington to help the 
Kingdom's economy an overall ^vel- 
opment in the past year. 

These included the granting of: 

— S200 million in export cretfit 
guarantees and insurance through the 
Eximburdc. The c^reement was signed 
three months ago. 

— $40 million in commodity cred- 
its. 

— S2I million in soh loan financing 
for grain purchases. 

. — $1.^ million to conduct studies 
on expanding and upgrading commu- 
nication facilities and management. 

— An ■‘Open Skies” £^reement 
under which Jordanian ^r carriers are 
allowed to fly in and out of the United 
States without any restrictions on frt- 
quency or destination. 

Mr. Egan noted that Jordan was the 
only country to receive such U.S. treat- 
ment other than European countries. 


The last American gesture towards 
Jordan was granting the Kingdom the 
status of a non-Nonh Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) ally that gives 
“priority consideration*' for its requests 
fw advanced nulitary technology and 
equipment. 

Ambassador Egon told the gathering 
that Jordan -and the U.S. had made 
“significant progress in our negotiation 
of & bilateral investment agreement, 
which, in our view, will provide U.S. 
and Jordanian investors operating in 
each other's territories six basic proiec- 
lions." 

The provisions of the proposed 
agreement include limits on expropria- 
tion of investments and prompt and 
adequate compensation for investors, 
the right to tron.sfier and inve.stment- 
related funds into and outside the coun- 
try. limits on the host government's 
rights to impose performance ^uire- 
ments on investments, binding interna- 
tional arbitration, and the right of the 
investor to engage senior personnel of 
the investor's own choice regardless of 
nationality. 

,“We are quite close to signing the 
£^reemem,” .Ambassador Egan told the 
Jordan Times after the speech. “We 
could (sign it) in a few months” per- 
haps even before the end of the year, he 
added. 

Mr Egan said negotiations on the 
accord were speeded up after parallel 
but linked talks on protection for intel- 
lectual property rights (IPRs) were sep- 
arated. 

He said the U.S. opted for the separa- 
tion because protection for IPRs war^ 
ranted legislation and involved a 
lengthy process through the govern- 
ment and Parliament Tbis would have 
held up the bilateral investment agree- 


ment ii.self. which the U.S. sees as a 
key vehicle to bring in American pri- 
vate sector investment into Jordan. 

American bonks and government 
funding agencies consider the exis- 
tence ^ such a bilateral agreement as a 
highly favourable point while cmisid- 
ering financing for U.S. firms inv'extiog 
in a foreign country. 

Ambassador Egon also rejected that 
there was a “blockade” ugatnsr Iraq. He 
noted that Jordanian trade with Iraq 
was continuing — “S200 million under 
the official protocol and several hun- 
dred million dollars outside the proto- 
col" — and that the Kingdom was the 
only country' allowed to import Iraqi 
crude. 

Mr. Egan reiieraied the American 
position that the U.N. sanctioas againret 
Iraq would be lifted as and when 
Baghdad fully complies with the deci- 
sions and demands of the U.N. 
Security Council. 

Replying to a que.s*tion on “difticulr 
demands" placed as precortditions for 
Jordan's accession to the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO), Ambassad<»’ 
Egan said Washington was the main 
force behind ensuring negotiations 
between Jordan and the WTO as 
scheduled in late October because it 
ielt that it was “criricaily important" 
that (he talks began as planned. 

Mr. Egan conceded that there were 
several aspects of the Jordanian trade 
system and larilTs that were “not satis- 
factory" to the U.S. but expressed hope 
that these could be addressed a^ 
resolved through negotiations. 

“We fully support Jordan's acce»iion 
to the WTO." said the ambassaciof. 
'There is no doubt about it. We believe 
that it is good for Jordan, it is good for 
the region, it is good for everyone." 


Taleban claim gains 


in major offensive 


KALAK.AN (AFP) — The 
Taleban militia have broken 
a deadlock on the frontlines 
around Kabul and pushed at 
least 15 kilometres north- 
wards in a major offensive, 
witnesses said Monday. 

Sporadic fighting was con- 
tinuing in K^akan. a village 
38 kilometres from Kabul up 
the Old Road, one of the two 
northbound highways out of 
the coital, the Taleban said. 

Parts of the villt^e were 
still held by troops of an anti- 
Taleban coalition, they 
added. 

“Kalakan Bazaar is a no- 
man's land, but the enemy 
are still in a school of the vil- 
lage," a Grontline Taleban 
fighter told AFP. 

The Taleban launched their 
successful infantry ofiensive 
Saturday night and Sunday 
morning against the frontline 
positions of the alliance of ex- 
Kabul government troi^ps and 
ethnic Uri)ek fighters of 
northern warlord General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum near • 
Hussein Km. 

The ofTensiv’e breaks near- 
ly one month of military 
stagnation on the Old Road 
when on odvaiK-e by the for- 
eovemment for-ces 


mer 


towards Kabul bogged down 
some 20 kilometres shon of 
the capital. 

Although information on 
total casualties was not avail- 
able. both ^des were be-lieved 
to have suffered serious losses. 

One body was seen on the 
back of a jeep and the Red 
Ooss reported carrying 21 
war-wounded, not necessarily 
all Taleban. back 'to Kabul 
Sunday. 

Haji Abdul Malik, the Tale- 
ban commander, who spoke 
near Kalakan. swept his hand 
in an are to illustrate the broad 
swathe of territory which had 
just fallen to his men. 

On the Old Road. Taleban 
gains included the first-aid 
clinic run by the Iniemaiio-nal 
Committee of the Red Cms.N at 
Mir Bacha Kou the now 
desened district centre of 
Seitu Khoja, and ai the 
foothills of the mountains to 
the west, Guldara distria cen- 
tre. 

Mr. Malik said tiie immet^- 
ate programme was to get his 
men “soned-out” in strong 
defensive positions around 
Kalakan, and then to push on 
asainst their rivals. 


Libya will have medium-range 
missiles by 2006 — El Mundo 


MADRID (AFP) — Libya 
will have nuclear, chemical 
or bacteriological ballistic 
missiles with a range of up 
to 3.0U0 kilomeiies by 2006 
at the latest, the Spanish 
paper El Mundo reported 
Monday citing a secret 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) docu- 
ment. 

The potential threat to 
NATO ^lies close to Libya, 
particularly southern 

alliance countries like 
Spain, w'ill “increase in a 
significant way in the next 
10 yean»,“ the newspaper 
quoted the document, 
which analyses possible 
threats to NATO over the 
next decade, as saying. 

Libya is listed as a state 
sponsor of terrorism oikI 
has been the subject of an 
international air and arms 
embargo since 1992. 

“Libya continues to strive 
for self-sufficiency in the 
construction of chemical 
weapons, and it is continu- 
ing the construction of an 
underground complex for 
the production of chenucal 
substances near Turhunah, 


50 kilometres south of 
Tripoli, which could be 
operational by the year 
2000,” the document said. 

However, the text added 
that the regime of Libyan 
leader Colonel Muammar 
Qadhafi “faces growing 
internal problems, particu- 
larly the rise of fundamen- 
talist extremism, economic 
stagnation and social dis- 
content." 

“The regions of the 
Middle East and North 
Africa are the most threat- 
ening, because certain 
countries, in particular 
Libya. Syria. Iraq and Iran. 
pos.‘«ss or are trying to 
develop weapons of mass 
destruction capable of strik- 
ing countries situated on the 
southern flank of NATO.” 
the document said. 

“Cenrun countries in the 
Middle East, north Africa 
and Southeast Asia are 
showing a growing interest 
in developing weapons of 
moss destruction because 
they consider that these 
sorts of weapons enhance 
their prestige." it said. 


Bashir decries possible 
new sanctions on Sudan 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Sudanese Pre.sideni Omar 
Al Bashir has expressed 
concern that his country 
could be |)unished unjustly 
by the United Nations “for 
a crime it did not commit," 
In an interview published 
Monday in the London- 
based Al Wasat magazine. 
LieutenarK General Ba.shir 
also decried reports that the 
United States plans to send 
funds to neighbouring 
countries to undermine his 


regime. 

The U.N. Security 
Council is considering air 
sanctions against Sud^ to 
tiy to force the country to 
surrender suspects wanted 
for the June 1 995 assa.s.sina- 


tion attempt against 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. Mr. Mubarak 
was unharmed in the inci- 
dent in Addi.s Ababa. 
Ethiopia. 

The couTKil earlier this 
year urged U.N. member 
nations to reduce Sudan's 
rhplomatic presence and 
limit diplomats’ travel 

Lost week, .the United 
States — which has been 
push:.:g foi a U.N. bon on 
intern.*i<ionui flights to and 
from Sudan — announced 
it would deny entry to 
Sudanese government and 
military officials. 

Asked if he expected 
more punitive actions 
against Sudan. Gen. Btushir 
told Al Wosai: “Under the 
current iniemaiional siiua- 


would go to countries that 
suppon Sudanese o|^>osi- 
tion groups. U.S. govern- 
ment officials have denied 
such plans. 

Gen. Bashir described (he 
alleged funding as “a^inst 
all norms and laws." 

‘*The truth is that we wram 
to ask others how they eval- 
uate the situation when a 
big power, a member of the 
Security Council ... sup- 
ports other countrie.s with 
the aim of committing 
aggression on an tndepen- 
ctem country." 

The Sudanese (resident 
also denied allegations that 
his country supports terror- 
ism. He said it was untrue 
that Sudan maimairred 
training camps for extrem- 
ists, as the United States 
and Egypt have charged. 

He acknowledged, how- 
ever. that some controver- 
sial foreign residem.s of 
Sudan have left in recent 
months. 

They include a number of 
fighters who had fought in 
Afghanistan against the 
Russians in the 1980s as 
well os the controversial 
businessman Osama Ben 
Laden. 

Mr. Ben Laden, stripped 
of his Saudi citizenship in 
1994. ho.s been accused of 
beins a leading financier of 


tion. wc expect every- 
thing.” 

He added: 'The whole 
issue Is based on accusa- 
tioas that lack evidence. 
The truth is that (the sanc- 
tions) are an attempt to pun- 
ish Sudan for a crime it did 
not commit." 

Both Eg>T)t and Ethiopia 
have accused Sudan of 
complicity in the attack on 
Mr, Mubarak. An Eihiopian 
court last September found 
three Egyptians guilty of 
the attack and sentenced 
(hem to death. 

Gen. Bashir took power in 
a military coup in 1989 and 
installed an Islamic regime 
in Sudan. He won the presi- 
dency in voting earlier this 
year that was boycotted by 
the opposition. 

Gen. Bashir also was 
asked about reports that the 
U.S. government is plan- 
ning to send some S20 mil- 
lion in military aid to 
Ethiopia. Eritrea and 
Uganda to help overthrow 
his regime. 

According to the 
Wa.shin 2 ton Post, the funds 


exiremi.sts. 

“Osama Ben Laden 
entered (he country as an 
investor and at tiiut time he 
(Ud not have any problems 
with the Saudi govem- 
meni.” Gen. Ba.shir said. 
“When he fell that his pre.s- 
ence in Sudan might cause 
some problems, he left " 

The president added that 
Mr. Ben Laden had sold all 
his property in Sudan 
befcMe leaving with his fam- 
ily. 

Recent reports have satd 
Mr. Ben Laden currently 
lives in Afghanistan. 

Meanwhile, a member of 
Sudan's parliament has 
called for closing dow'n (he 
Lf.S. embu.ssy in Khartoum 
and chasing out its care- 
taker MafT. ' 

The suggestion w;ts made 
by Musa Hu.ssein Dhintr, 
who heads the {Kirliamcnt'.s 
accountability commiiiee. 
the official AI Sud;m Ai 
Hadeiih new.spapcr repon- 
ed Monday. 

The SuiLme.se lecislutor 
made (he propo.sal in protest 
reports thui the U.S. govern- 
ment is planning to send sur- 
plus military equipment lo 
Ethiopia. Eritrea and Uganda 
to help ovcnhnrw the rvgimc 
in Sudan. 



CRASH SCENE: Rescuers carry a body recovered from the wreckage of the 
hijacked Ethopian Airline Boeing 767 on (he beach at Moroni, Comoros Islands on 
Monday. One hundred and twenty three people died when the hijacked Ethiopian 
airliner crashed in to the sea near the Indian Ocean I.sland after running out of 
fuel on Saturday (see page 5) ( Reuters photo) 


Businessmen see plan for Israeli 
trade fair in Jordan as untimely 


By Maria Bizrl 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Despite hostility from the 
Jordanian business community, the 
Jordanian international and National Expo 
Corporation (JINEC) has .said that it will 
ctMtttnue preparations for an Israeli exhibi- 
tion .scheduled for next month. 

JINEC. a local private sector organisa- 
tion. is planning the frade exhibition to be 
held in Amman next month in the hope of 
“creating a climate which would help both 
Jordanian and Israeli busine.ssmen work 
together towards common goals." said 
F^hri Naser. general manager of JINEC. 
was quoted as saying in the local press. 

“The Jordanian consumer. u.s well ns the 
Jordanian industrialist, need to be acquaint- 
ed with Israeli products." he said. 
Moreover, he .stated, “such an event could, 
in fact, help reduce the obstacles which 
Israel is placing regtu’ding commerdul trade 
between the two countries." 

The Jordanian Chambers of Commerce 
and the Jordan Bu.sincssmen*s A.ssocja(ion 
do not agree. 

President of the Chamber of Commerce 
Nizar Durwuzuh said that as a representa- 
tive of the private sector he doe.s not believe 
(he lime wxs right for such an eveni, 

“The commercial and the trade sectors are 
not comfortable wiih the idea of holding on 
e%*cnl to promote Israeli products in the 
Kingdom." he said. 

Mr. Dtu%vaz;ih .stressed that at a time 
when the Israeli govemmeni is failing to 
follow through with its previous commit- 
ments iQWiuds the Palestinians, hindering 
their economy and limiting Jordanian 
exports to Israel, the last thing that should 
be done would be to promote l.sraeli indus- 
tries and products in Jordan. 

Reuters quoted Mr. Nxser xs affirming 
that more than 2.50 Israeli businessmen 


were expected to attend the fair and over 80 
Israeli companies have already booked 
ulmo.st 2.000 .square metres of display space 
at the .Iordan Export Promotion Fair. 

The fair, acceding to Mr. Naser. is sup- 
ported by key Israeli governmental agencies 
despite heightened regional tension. 

Mr. Nxser also told Reuters that Arab Gulf 
busine.ssmen were expected to attend rhe 
fair notwitbstunding sceptici.sm over pre- 
mature deals with Israeli firms before the 
realisation of a comprehensive Middle East 
peace. 

President of the Jordanian Businessmen's 
Association Mamdi Taba'a. in an interview 
with AI Dusioiir. questioned the logic 
behind holding the exhibition at a time 
when Israel was still impeding Jordanian 
exports lo both Israel and the Palestinian 
self-rule areas. 

“We need Jordonian/Polesiinian fairs and 
not a Jordanian/Israeli one." Mr. Taba'a told 
Al Dusiour. “We are oppo.sed to this exhi- 
bition, we do not see the reasons why it 
should be held, nor do we welcome it nor 
any Israeli businessman in Jordan." 

Munir Hamumeh. professor of economics 
at Jordon University in an interview with 
the Jordan Times, deemed current Israeli 
policies as not very encouraging. 

“Although the Israelis say they wont nor- 
malisation. they are actually working 
again.st it. The exhibition will only help 
Israeli industries without forcing Israel to 
reciprocate," he said. 

“What we need today." Dr. Hamameh 
continued, “is to stop all normalisation until 
Israel abides by its commiimenis to the 
peace process it signed with both Jordan 
and the Palestinians". 

The Jordanian business community 
believes that making deals with Israel today 
would only gi\'e it a privilege, they feel, it 
does not deserve. 


U.S. blasts 
Serbs for 


voiding 
poll results 


WASHINGTON lAFP) — 
'* he I'nited Slates lamhusl- 
ed as “totally unaccept- 
able" Monday a decision 
by Serbian electoral autho- 
rities to annul the results of 
municipiii elections, many 
of which were won by the 
opposition. 

"Such a step unOcrniines 
ilK clccutral priKess and in- 
raiidaies Serbia's claim in 
be a Mate evnivine inuiirjs 
Uem»icracy.'' .Siaic Depiiri- 
iiicni S{X)ke.sinufl Clyn Du- 
vi-.> said. 

Serbian opposition par- 
ties won control of city 
governnrenls in Belgrade 
and elsewhere during the 
Nov. 17 vote hut local elec- 
toral commissions packed 
by members of President 
Slobodan Milosevic's rul- 
ing Socialist Party have 
moved to luinul the result. 

Pnitesis erupieJ in Bel- 
grade nn Monday in which 
nntre than 511.01)0 i)pix>siiiim 
suppnncrs accused Mr. Mi- 
losevic of eleciorul Iraiij. 

The State Dcpiulmcnl said 
its representative in Belgrade 
had met twice ihi.s week with 
Mr. Milosevic to urge him to 
respect the vote oiiicnnie. 

Mr. Davies .s;iid Seihia's 
failure lu reeognise the out- 
come of the elections vindi- 
cated Washingion for ii\ 
refusal lo esuhlish I'litl dip- 
lomatic relations with Bel- 
grade until it slums a com- 
miiment (i* democratic prm- • 

ciples. 


More than a third of young 
Israelis hate Arabs — poll 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — More 
than a third of young /.sracli 
Jews h;ite Arabs and neuriy 
ivvo-ihirds reject the idea 
they deserve equal rights 
with Jews, according to a 
survey published Niuiiduy 
in the Israeli press. 

In the curried out at 
the reque.M of the education 
niini.siry among 2.700 Je- 
wish high school sinrleni^ 
per cent of those ques- 
tioned said they haled all 
Arabs and about two-thirds 
said Arab Israelis “should 
nni gel equal rights” to 
Jews. 

The survey was carried 
out in 1994 under the previ- 
ous Labour government, 
but the education ministry 
now headed by the right- 
wing leader of the National 
Rdigiou.s Pany (NRP) only 
rvlcxscd the results to the 
Ha:ux‘iz newspaper this 
week. 

One of the survey's co- 
authors. siali.slician Yuacov 
E/ruhi. told Israel Radio 
Monday ihal the survey 
.should not be viewed as 
continning widespread ra- 
cism among young Israelis. 

"'rhe results show rather a 
lack of confidence because 
those who said (hey hated 
Arabs .s;ijd they believed the 
Arabs hated them even 
more." he said. 

Mr. F,znihl s:iid the ques- 
tion on equal rights for 
Israel's nearly one million 
Arab citizens was iilso 
slightly misleading since 
mosi rcKponOenis justified 
their answer by the fact ihal- 
Arab Israelis are not .sub- 


ject to mandatory army ser- 
vice as are Israeli Jews. 

In answer to anniher ques- 
tion, 40 per cent of the stu- 
dents polled said they wnuld 
piL-fcr d ''stn.nL’ govemmenf' 
ni>i linked to p(>liiicjl parties 
in run the country. 


'Offending' T-«iiirts 


'\ graduating clas> of 
Isr:*eli border " pulicemen 
had T-shirts primed show- 
ing a Palestinian and an 
ultra-orthodox Jew lashed 
to a tree, the M;mriv news- 
paper reported Monday. 

.Amid grow'ing controver- 
sy in Israel over brutality by 
border )wlice. the newspa- 
per published a picture of 
one of the shins which 
have been primed at the 
newly-trained border polic- 
men's demand by a TcI 
Aviv store. 

The shirts portruved a 
Palesiiniim with his face 
hidden by a chequered 
hetidscJirt' and a bearded 
ultra-orthodox Jew wcurin*’ 
a skullcap tied to a larne 
tree representing one of the 
border guard dis isions. 

"What can I tdl you'.' I did- 
n't like It hut that's what ihev 
askeJ tor." the owner of ihc 
sKire told a Muariv reporter 
when asked about the .shins 
General Yisr.icl .Sudan, 
commander of ihc border 
police, told Maariv iho.se 
involved in printing the 
“infantile" shins would face 
disciplinary action, hm 
added. “I fail to .see it a.s an 
insult to the ulira-nnhodox 
or to Arabs." 



Smoker 
Demirel backs 
anti-smoking law 


ANKARA (AP) - 
President Suleyman 
Demirel on Monday 
approved a law banning 
smoking in mo.st public 
places in this country of 
millions of devout smok- 






ivinfi 











ers. "Our president was of 


.jj returns 

Spain 


{he opinion (hat to 


approve the law would be 

I.. .ht. KHn^'ftr of oiircoiin. Tues 


— Pr 


lu [he benefit of our coun 
try and its citizens," a 


news release' from Mr. 
Demirel’.s office .said. 
The law. which al.so for- 
bids the sale of cigarette^ 




King b 




bids the sate or cigareitei prime Mini 

to minors. come.s into w ot 

effect as .soon as it is pub-. ^ yiaria 

fished in the official, 

gazette. Its publication is , „»-,n 

looted within days. . 

legislation was intnlT ^anJ ihe 

duced by the governing '^hpinean U"'’'’- 

Islamic-Welfare Paiiy and ^ 

ad''spied by parliament M«es appr<*''^ 

earlier this month, ft. ^-tments 

makes public transporta-. fP* 

tion. sports centers and . _ Rc 

locations providing js.si 

health, education and cul- 

lural services smoke-free jiiwn? 

zones. It also curbs ciga- t'o. 

reite advertising and * 

makes health warnings on .tJirian 

cigarette packs compulso-. ,i ee ^ " : 

rvT Violators of the ban, / 

including those who sell 'waJa 

cigarettes to people under ji tlw 

. .ik ^ tm • _ ! 


1 S. face a fine amounting his wondm 

^ Tiirl'c nre jiviH VlmKin i’f Jusiicc 


ioS105. Turks are avid ,*e 
smokers and frequently ^..e a> general 

ignore no-smoking signs, 

. »<lKf deove endorsed 


European court 
backs Britain over 
erotic film ban 


f*iwi iltVMi'n apptun 
Iflisi's Amha.'“‘Jd«’r (o A 
5,ffc]jisini Ahu Ghazaltfh 
ixirai.''ri:inary i 
I" Slover 
Aicf Hwe 

STRASBOURG (R) — » “ 

The European court of 

human rights on Monday 

upheld a British ban on an Infat to nsit 

erotic film about the ft^and I'.AE 

visions of a 16th-century 

-AFP) 

the director's freedom 

expression. The judges ‘3atara^^ 

ruled bv seven to two that ^ Emirates lUA 
Britain's 1989 ban on the n' vwk supp 

18-minute. “Visions of stance 

Ecstasy" aiwut the 
Roman Catholic mystic 
Suim Teresa of Avila did 
not breach the European 
Convention on Human 
Rights. The court agreed 
such censorship was justi- 
fied under blasphemy ^ khalifa Al Thani. Nj 
lows to avoid shocldng jl*R(laina:oid.AF?. .Mr..i 
Chri.siians. TTie film's 
director, Nigel Wingrove. 
argued that the bun vioi^ 
ed his freedom of expr^ ' 

.'lion. The judges reached 
the decision after more 
than a yeur’.s delibera- 
tions. including viewing 
the film that includes sex 
scenc.s betw#»en th" hero 
ine and an actor repre- 


KfQyk>n< uich Israel, 
m i.iti'Kia! said Tuesd 
ItArafai will %isu the U. 
'im iu prssident. She 
iyal Ben Sultan ,\| Nahy 
tabead fftr Qaiar for la 
leader. S'neikh Han 


^ said [ne trip % 
^^heduled from Wedness 
•kturdav "for technical t 
«r,' 


b Israel 


D held 


b> Ihe Lsr 

senting Jesus Christ and a « the '^eginni^; 

woman in a lesbian scene. suspicion of' 

Chinese press hits 
out at ‘vul^*!r‘ in^iks 


Israeli judi 

quoted J so; 


BEIJING (AFP) — Twe 

Chinese newspapers 


'h*nlav. 


the aee 


Monday hii out at' ihC d'^patch frx.m"T^ 4 *^A 
number of “vulgar" fi'Nin isra-i „ ' 


book.s available in the 
country, .singling out the 
work.s of .Mo Ya.n. The 
Press and Publishing 
Journal said Mo Yan'^j 
W'ork was "provocati^ 
and vulgar." while tb? < 
Beijing legal d:tiiy com- 
plained of4he number of 
books with shocking 
titles. like "Blocfil 
Trouble." “The Naked 
Man" and 'The 
Prostitute." as well as Md 
Van's books. Mo Yan'S 
latest work is called “Big 
Breasts. Big Butiocb*" 
and has already won a 
literary prize in China. 
The author, who is best 
known iniemaiionally fPt 
his book "Red 
Sorghum.” which wai' 
turned into a film, said 

the 7(H)-page novel, 
which follows the life 
a child who i.s .saved at 
birth by Jupune.se i'Ul- 
tiiers. i.s a tribute t*’ 
"maierniiy." The aulhori: 

ties have already 
launched a crackdown od 
trademarks and bu.sin^*' 
names which have “'^T' 
ar" or “colonial" 
lone.s as part of an over- 
!»ll campaign to re.store a 
t’^orc "moral sociciv." 


.‘car tn 


Israel 


the stai 
a u oi 


iihJ r. mam 

»i.h -ho 

unc 

J" 








lls 

Nl fo, 

S^ility of 

v-i:’' Mnk... 







